
  

 

Volume 4, Issue 9 ~ September 2024 

Our mission is to record the rich history of the people, places and events in the                                  
community and share information that impacts the lives of residents in Marion County.  

In this issue: 
  

What is 988 Day?                                            
No Judgment. Just Help! 

 

The Company You Keep 
 

God Belongs in Our City Prayer Walk 
  

Money Smart Tips:                                          
A Bargain is Only Good if You Use It! 

 

Got Some Free Time?                                   
Mentors Needed at Howard Academy 

 

Register Now for the Wear Your Wings 
5K Domestic Violence Walk 

See story on Page 8 
         See story on page 8 
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City of Ocala business offices will be 
closed Monday, Sept. 2 in observance of 
Labor Day.  
 

There will be no residential collection for 
sanitation, yard waste or recycling routes 
Monday, Sept. 2. 
 

The SunTran bus system will be closed for 
operations Monday, Sept. 2. Regularly 
scheduled routes will resume on Tuesday, 
Sept. 3, 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
 

Due to the holiday, residential sanitation 
collection and Waste Pro recycling            
collection regularly scheduled for Monday, 
Sept. 2, will experience a one-day delay. 
 

For more information, please contact the 
City of Ocala Residential Sanitation             
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Sharing the good news happening                             
in our community. 
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EDITORõS DESK 
 

So far so good! 
  

Hurricane season started two months ago and although weôve been 
blessed with no major damage or deaths, now is not the time to 
relax and be complacent. We still have three more months until the 
season ends. 
  

The National Hurricane Center has predicted that the September 
10, peak of the Atlantic hurricane season is quickly approaching, with most activity 
expected between mid-August and mid-October. How does that affect you and  
your family? If you havenôt put together an emergency hurricane kit, do it now.  
Include essentials like water, medications, non-perishable food and first aid                
supplies. Itôs also a good idea to secure your home by trimming trees, reinforcing 
windows, doors and your roof. Make sure you develop a communication plan for 
your family and know where you can go if you have to evacuate. Donôt wait until itôs 
too late. Stay informed by signing up for Alert Marion at https://alertmarion.com to 
receive time-sensitive emergency alerts to your cell phone, home phone, business 
phones, email and/or text message.      
  

Thankfully, no hurricane is predicted for the upcoming holiday weekend, although it 
is projected to be hot and rainy. Labor Day (September 2), which is always                  
observed on the first Monday in September, marks the unofficial end of summer 
and the start of the fall season. The annual celebration recognizes the social and 
economic achievements of American workers. We hope you and your family have a 
safe holiday.  
  

Check out the other exciting events happening throughout the month of September:    
  

September is National Suicide Prevention Month, but World Suicide Prevention 
Day is on September 10. Find out what you can do to help organizations raise 
awareness about suicide prevention.  
  

Patriot Day (9/11 Remembrance) is considered a crucial day of observance. The 
United States holds memorials and remembrance ceremonies to honor the fallen 
and first responders from the September 11, 2001 tragedy. (See page 9 for some 
local events).  
  

The Ocala Metro Chamber & Economic Partnership (CEP) will be honoring the rich 
cultural contributions of the Hispanic community, showcasing Hispanic businesses 
in Ocala with a Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration on September 12, 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. at the Ocala Downtown Market, 403 S.E. Osceola Ave. 
  

International Day of Peace, which celebrates and builds peace (something we 
need more of, is September 21. Think of ways you can create peace in your family           

     and in our community through real life activities. Share    
     your ideas on social media at #PeaceDayChallenge. 
  

Subscribe with Us: 
To receive a free copy via e-mail, subscribe at Towntalkmagazine.org 

Annual subscription (printed copy) via mail: $50 

  Advertise with Us: Business card: $35 ~ Quarter-page: $65  Half-page: $100. 
                                           Ads are black and white and must be submitted in Jpeg or Pdf format                                                     

 and sent to Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. 
  

 Payments can be made via Cash App ($Towntalkmarion)  

[ŜǘΩǎ ¢ŀƭƪΗ                                                                                                                
Monica Bryant                                                                                                          

Monica T. Bryant, Editor 
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With rising levels of anxiety, depression, emotional distress and overdose deaths, it is crucial 
that people have somewhere to turn when theyôre in crisis. Suicide is a leading cause of death 
in the United States. The number of people with a substance use disorder continues to                         
increase. The 988 Lifeline, directly connects to immediate and free support and resources for 
anyone in crisis. It was established to improve access to immediate support to meet the            
nationôs growing mental health, suicide and substance use distress needs. It provides easy 
access to emotional distress care, which is distinct from 911, where the focus is on                              
dispatching emergency medical services, fire and police as needed.   
 

SAMHSA (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration) is asking individuals 
and organizations to use the #988day so they can build a media wall with all the community            
support.  
  

On Sunday, September 8, help spread the message ñNo Judgment. Just Help.ò 988 Day is a 
national initiative dedicated to raising awareness about the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline and 
emphasizing the importance of mental health and suicide prevention. Use the hashtag 
#988day to share your activities and how youôre promoting awareness of 988.  
   

 When someone contacts the 988 Lifeline, they do not have to say who they are or where they 
are to get support. The 988 Lifeline crisis counselor only knows the personôs phone number if 
they call or text or their IP address if they use chat. No one is required to provide any personal 
information to receive help from the 988 Lifeline.  
  

Simply calling, texting 988 or chatting 988lifeline.org will connect a person in crisis to                            
compassionate care and support for any mental health or substance use-related distress. 
About 98% of people who call, chat or text the 988 Lifeline get the crisis support they need        
and do not require additional services at that moment. It is a key part of a broader vision for 
reimagined crisis care in the United States. 
  

Visit https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/988/newsroom/988-day/toolkit to access the 988 
Day Digital Toolkit, a comprehensive resource designed to support the observance of 988 
Day on September 8.  

  

  The toolkitôs objective is to fire up the  suicide prevention and                 
  mental health community around a central  message and call to  
  action to promote the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline. It includes a  
  variety of assets and guidelines to help partners, grantees, crisis  
  centers and community leaders effectively engage their audiences  
  and amplify the message of "No Judgment. Just Help."  
  

 Through federal, state local and community partnerships, SAMHSA  
  is working towards a vision where everyone has: 
  

 ÅŹŪĭŹůĭ ƸŹ ƸúŢš ƸŹƓ  
                ÅŹŪĭŹůĭ ƸŹ ƣĭƨƎŹůģƓ  
                                      ! ƨúŀĭ ƎŢúĖĭ ŀŹƣ ŔĭŢƎƓ  
  

E-mail questions about 988 to 988Team@samhsa.hhs.gov.  

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 

The Community Spotlight highlights a person, place or event in our community. Tell us whatôs happening around town                                      
so we can share your Good News with others. Email submissions to Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. 

The Community Spotlight highlights a person, place or event in our community. Tell us whatôs happening around town                                      
so we can share your Good News with others. Email submissions to Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. 

WHAT IS 988 DAY? NO JUDGMENT. JUST HELP! 
ÔƣŋĭůƸ ¿ĭúŢŗƸŗĭƨ 
  

A person dies by suicide 
every 11 minutes 
  

In 2022:  
-- The number of suicides 
was the highest number 
ever recorded in the U.S.  
-- Over 950,000 youth. 
and 1.6 million adults  
attempted suicide. 
-- 12.3% of Asian youth  
    12.6% of Latino youth 
    12.2% of Black youth 
and 15.2% of multiracial 
youth had serious 
thoughts of suicide, made 
suicide plans or attempted 
suicide in the past year.  
-- Nearly 108,000             
people died from a drug 
overdose.  
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The Roomsliving ñOCALA JESUS FESTò An afternoon of worship and fun for the entire family will be held                   
on September 22, at 3:30 p.m. This year the celebration of Jesus includes an outdoor concert, food                   

trucks and many more surprises. Bring your whole church and letôs worship together.  
  

One voice, One city, One church! Bring your chair, Bring a friend and a heart to worship! This year a few pairs          
of Jordans will be given away and  the first 500 people will receive a Free Ocala Jesus Fest T-Shirt!  
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FIRST FRIDAY ART WALK RETURNS SEPT. 6 
  

The First Friday Art Walk returns to downtown 
Ocala on Friday, Sept. 6, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
First Friday Art Walk occurs on the first Friday of 
each month, September through May.  Activities          
included in Septemberôs event: 
  

 · Hands-on art activities and demonstrations for  
  all ages provided by local non-profit arts and               
  cultural organizations. 
· Local artists selling their works Downtown. 
· Participating businesses with extended hours 
· Buskers stationed throughout the downtown                
  area, including My Uncleôs Friend and Sean T     
  Music. 
· Live musical performance will return to the  
  Downtown Square, featuring Jeff Jarrett. 
· Intermission performance by Sheila Ruotolo  
  Dance Company. 
 

In the event of inclement weather, the First Friday 
Art Walk will be canceled. 
 

For more information, please contact the City of 
Ocala Cultural Arts Division at (352) 629-8447 
or artinfo@ocalafl.gov; or visit www.ocalafl.gov/
artwalk. 

mailto:artinfo@ocalafl.gov
http://www.ocalafl.gov/artwalk
http://www.ocalafl.gov/artwalk
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PASTOR LUIS DE JESUS IS ON A MISSION FOR GOD! SO GET    
In October 2009, a youth group passionate about God in New York City saw an Atheist                          
advertisement campaign in their subway system, which stated: ñA Million New Yorkers Are 
Good Without God. Are You?ò  
 

They were so stirred up by it that they went to their Youth Pastor who then went to his network 
of Youth Pastors/leaders to ask ñWhat are we, as the body of Christ going to do about this?ò 
According to https://godbelongsinmycity.com/about-gbimc, they prayed and decided to take 
action and have Youth Ministries from all around the five boroughs hold a prayer walk wearing  
a simple T-shirt, that stated ñGod Belongs in My City.ò 
  

Less than two weeks later, on November 14, 2009, over 1,500 youth walked from North and 

South of Manhattan meeting at Times Square and Grand Central Station making a bold              

statement that made history in the city and now the nation. Will your city be next?  

The answer was yes! After Pastor Luis De Jesus attended a Prayer Walk in Jacksonville, FL,  
he was motivated to start one in Ocala in 2012. More than 4,000 people participated. De Jesus held a walk every year 
until 2017. His son was killed a week later, during Labor Day weekend, in Reading, Pa. Tragedy struck again after his 
sonôs death when six more members of his family died. 
 

ñAs a pastor, I did all the funerals, but there came a point in my life where I was filling the void of all my lost relatives and 
functioning as a pastor, but mentally, physically and spiritually was overwhelmed,ò he said.  
 

It was too much for De Jesus, who has always stood in the gap and taken care of everyone else. The stress made him 
very sick, psoriasis plagued his body and his weight ballooned to 300 pounds, which led to Psoriatic Arthritis and cancer 
in his right kidney. He realized he needed help and moved back to New York in 2017.    
  

De Jesus accepted Jesus as his Savior in 1993. He was 25 years old. Although he grew up in an unstable and abusive           
environment with drug-addicted parents, he said he was saved from the streets, drugs and alcohol addiction.  
  

ñIt took me seven years to come back to Ocala and renew the prayer walk this time around and we are here to stay no 
matter what storms come our way,ò he said.  
 

De Jesus is bringing back the God Belongs in My City Ocala Prayer Walk on Saturday, September 7. The 2.2 mile walk 
starts at the Veterans Memorial Park, 2625 E. Fort King St., at 8 a.m., and at 9 a.m., attendees start walking ñAs Oneò 
down the sidewalks on Silver Springs Blvd. (SR 40) to Citizenôs Circle. The walk includes worship by Rooms Living,               
prayers by pastors and community leaders and ministry tables, which were added this year. Nearly 2,000 people are         
expected to attend this year.   
  

ñI feel that God is in our city, but there are also many issues that need to be addressed,ò De Jesus said. ñWe have the 
largest youth correctional facilities in the United States for ages 14 to 21, and no programs such as trades, biblical            
education and mentorship so they can excel as they come back to society.ò  
  

God Belongs in Ocala was founded with a simple yet powerful vision: to bring people together in faith and create a sense 
of belonging in the community. It began with a small group of dedicated individuals who wanted to make a difference in  
Ocala through prayer and community service. 

 ñRegistration is not required, just show up with a humble heart and be  
 ready to pray for our city,ò De Jesus said. ñThe biggest impact and  
 difference that the prayer walk has done for Ocala is to wake up the  
 community of believers to come together, putting aside                                     
 denominational barriers and work as one for our community.ò  
 

 Cynthia Irving said itôs been a long time since she participated in the  
 prayer walk. She said she plans to attend this year because it was  
 amazing to be surrounded by other believers. 
 

 ñI want to spread the good news and the gospel to anyone who might  
 see us walking,ò Irving said.   Continued on page 9 

»úƥƵŷƠ qǅŖƥ AĬ mĬƥǅƥ 
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  READY FOR THE NEXT GOD BELONGS IN MY CITY PRAYER WALK  

Continued from page 8  
DeJesus, chairman of God Belongs In My City Florida Inc., said           
although the event is a national event, they incorporated it to cover the 
whole state of Florida with prayer walks. He said since heôs been gone 
for seven years, support for the walk hasnôt been the same.  
  

They still need sponsors and would love for businesses on the walk 
route to donate sneakers, electronics and clothing for the youth.          
De Jesus said if he had a sponsor, he would give everyone a free                  
T-shirt, but the income from the T-shirts helped him pay for the                 
insurance, park permits and other expenses.  

  

De Jesus said God Belongs in My City Florida Inc., has an account at 
TD Bank or donations can be made via Paypal, Zelle or Cash App.  
 

Eventually, he wants to get everyone together and go to Tallahassee, but his long-term vision is to hold a prayer walk 
twice a year with activities for the whole family. De Jesus said visitors already come to Ocala to see what theyôre doing so 
they can do the same in their city.  
  

ñWe want to open an Ocala Prayer Center to pray for the needs of our community and 
train others to establish prayer walks in other cities,ò he said. ñI feel Ocala is the hub for 
spirituality and a beacon of hope for the whole state. We are the limelight of Florida.ò 

 ñWe used to call Ocala ñSlowcalaò and now itôs GOCALA. God has definitely blessed  
us because we love God in Ocala,ò De Jesus said. ñUnity in our community and we will 
prevail over crime, homelessness and other issues when we keep praying for our city.ò  
  

Follow De Jesus on Facebook at Luis Raul De Jesus, God in Ocala Prayer Walkers 
Group, God in Ocala Walk event page or visit Godinocala.org. For more information,             
to be a sponsor or make a donation, call (352) 613-4033 or (352) 613-2665 or email 
Godbelongsinocala@gmail.com or Luisdejesus1227@gmail.com.  

»úƥƵŷƠ qǅŖƥ úŭĢ èúŭĢú AĬ mĬƥǅƥ 
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