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What is 988 Day?
No Judgment. Just Help!

The Company You Keep
God Belongs in Our City Prayer Walk

Money Smart Tips:
A Bargain is Only Good if You Use It!

Got Some Free Time?
Mentors Needed at Howard Academy

Register Now for the Wear Your Wings
5K Domestic Violence Walk

City of Ocala business offices will be
closed Monday, Sept. 2 in observance of
Labor Day.

: ’ There will be no residential collection for
LAND OF L e’ TS sanitation, yard waste or recycling routes
THE FREE o o\ 4 - AN Monday, Sept. 2.

The SunTran bus system will be closed for
operations Monday, Sept. 2. Regularly
scheduled routes will resume on Tuesday,
Sept. 3, 5a.m. to 10 p.m.
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Due to the holiday, residential sanitation

J| collection and Waste Pro recycling

@81 collection regularly scheduled for Monday,
Sept. 2, widlkperience a oday delay.

For more information, please contact the
City of Ocala Residential Sanitation
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You are mm ce'Erate the fpon C@Or
eritage T#ai
wiesday, Septembefi3, 9 a.m.
ngwill available at E.D. Cr keyRecrgn Cen

(1510 NW FourtMSt.)

(guests can walk to the trail site or ride a provided shuttle)

The Heritage Trail is a revitalization project created by the
West Ocala Community Redevelopment Agency.

For more information, please contact:
Rachel Fautsch
RFautsch@ocalafl.gov @ALA

352-629-8488

Our mi ssion [s to record the rich history
communi ty and sSshare [ nformation nt hMdar ii onpaCo 8



EDI TOR0OS DESK

So far so good!

Hurricane season started two
blessed with no major damage or deaths, now is not the time tc
relax and be complacent. We still have three more months until
season ends.
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_ The National Hurricane Center has predicted that the Septemb
Sharing the good prWFeakdt the Atlahtlthurricane season is quickly approaching, with most
I'noour communiltyhected between#idjust and ra@ttober. How does that affect you and

C2 dzy RS NE your family? I f you havendt put to
a2yAOl . NEFY _mNJ_”@“Mcwge esgepgaésé&ewater medicatigpestisioable food and first aid
ORA G2 NI supplies. 0s also a good idea to

a2yAoOk NE Iy { windows, doors and your roof. Make sure you develop a communication plat

t K2 §23NI LJKéKQF‘w?{l’j% Sf "?‘fm' Idyb and kfnglw MW.h”‘;r € you can
/ &y i KA DN AKEFavz y | 10O 1ate. Stay informed by signing up for Alert Mep®fisdertmarion.coto .

receive timgensitive emergency alerts to your cell phone, home phone, busir

I 2y UNR o dzil 2 NB| hhones, email and/or text message.
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9t AAy /I NBt 2 ¢Thankfully, no hurricane is predicted for the upcoming holiday weekend, alth
— is projected to be hot and rainy. Labor Day (September 2), which is always

[ U ¢ ] observed on the first Monday in September, marks the unofficial end of sum

2S gyl (2 KSI|hddHhdSal of hefdif¥eason. The annual celebration recognizes the social
9YIFAf @&2dzNJ & dzo Yedcanamicaghe\emeptd S )9(rﬁeéc§n workers. We hope you and your family
O02YYSyia 2 NJ | safgjhed€ay.e 2 y &
¢2gyul £ 1 Y31 AY|TEekoft %@o‘ih@r%xflﬂh events happening throughout the month of Sep
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< s mber at you can do to help organizations rais
adzooYAaaAzZyo SSI re s SII gﬁ},
a2yRI& 2F 81 OK ﬁ

T2t 20 AGALNZE & gﬁatgog /11 Remembrance) is considered a crucial day of observance. T
United States holds memorials and remembrance ceremonies to honor the f
t 2t A 08 {dlF 43Sy 8nddirst responders from the September 11, 2001 tragedy. (See page 9 for -
1 ff adoYAraarzyal|lecsl@ems. (kS 52t S
LINBLISNI & 2F ¢ 2 6 YThe béala Metfo Thdmbef & Bconomic Partnership (CEP) will be honoring t
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SRAay 3 I @ RS S3Eeatym@e of, is September 21. Think of ways you can create peace in your

[ & ¢kt H and in our community through real life activities. Sha
{lonica Bryant your ideas on social medi#aaceDayChallenge
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
WHAT IS 988 DAY? NO JUDGMENT. JUS

With rising levels of anxiety, depression, emotional distress and overdose deatl@y, dj if q'rug ST aT
that people have somewhere to turn |when ey olre
in the United States. The number of people with a substance use disorder contifiu&$en d'_eS by suicide
increase. The 988 Lifeline, directly connects to immediate and free support andSé8dutded fpytes
anyone in crisis. It was established to improve access to immediate support to jpeshie

nati onbés growing ment al heal t h, sui cihdBmRrblsuiSgdsd s
access to emotional distress care, which is distinct from 911, where the focus i |§,\% the highest number

dispatching emergency medical services, fire and police as needed. ever recorded in the U.S.

SAMHSA (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration) is askin@Viedi9fRQ&Q0 youth.

and organizations to use the #988day so they can build a media wall with all th@edrhaunityon adults
support. attempted suicide.

On Sunday, September 8, help Spread“u%@/i;%%&AS%l:%yé)gél

national initiative dedicated to raising awareness about the 988 Suicide & Crisis 151% PR |ack yout
emphasizing the importance of mental health and suicide prevention. Use the h 2% of multiraci
#988day to share your activities anﬁut HRAdsernb B Y ©

When someone contacts the 988 Lifeline, they do not have to say who they arehwughéseofigsycide, made

~8 55>
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are to get support. The 988 Lif el i nsuicideplans orattemmpied n
they call or text or their IP address if they use chat. No one is required to provideuigigiepisrsoadlast year.
information to receive help from the 988 Lifeline. --Nearly 108,000

people died from a drug

Simply calling, texting 988 or ctag8iifgline.orgyill connect a person in crisis to
compassionate care and support for any mental health or sutedtdadelisdeess.
About 98% of people who call, chat or text the 988 Lifeline get the crisis support th: a8

overdose.

and do not require additional services at that moment. It is a key part of a broader
reimagined crisis care in the United States. B BREs A
% b5 (oo 72x9
Visithttps://www.samhsa.gov/fihdlp/988/newsroom/988y/toolkito access tH#88 SHeiOATHoveHTs
Day Digital Toolki, comprehensive resource designed to support the observance o "f%b"%fg*fi%’
Day on September 8.
The tool kitbds objective is t
Mark Your — mental health community around a central message and call tc
Calendars action to promote the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline. It includes a

variety of assets and guidelines to help partners, grantees, crisi
centers and community leaders effectively engage their audienc
and amplify the message of "No Judgment. Just Help."

for... 9 8 8

Through federal, state local and community partnerships, SAME
is working towards a vision where everyone has:

AzOv zarv ,az SuTs €726
AzUOy Z4 EZ qiz3Zi
! aarT ATUETY

988 No Judgment. Just Help.
faesciss  #988Day E-mail questions about 9&B&Team@samhsa.hhs.gov.

TheCommunity Spotliglti ghl i ght s a person, pl achappenngraandéowrt i n Jowr
so we can share y@aod Newsvith others. Email submissiofsaatalkmagazine@yahoo.com.
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Book Signing
Party

@) September 28th, 2024

MARY SUE RICH COMMUNITY CENTER AT REED PLACE

Amara’s
Adventures

ATRIP TO JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA'S
AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUMS ~ *

Safety Workshop
s

For Elder Awareness

September 25", 2pm-3:30pm

Ocala Police Dept. Community Room

All are welcome to attend a free safety workshop on
issues dealing with Scam Prevention, Dementia &
Alzheimer's education and elder resources.

Topics Include:

e Scam Prevention- presented by: Elder Options Leslie Andrews
e Coresponder feam- Presented by: Dr. Kelley & Capt Hickman
e Dementia & Alzheimer's - Presented by: DJ Ryan

o Guardianship- Presented by: 5™ District Public Guardian

e Programs & Services- Cindy Irving MCSO & Donna Guinn OPD

Please sign up through Eventbrite at the below link or call
(352)369-7158 and ask to speak with a Victim Advocate.

Safety Workshop for Elder Awareness

D TEA PARTY

A
f '\ ¥ A CELEBRATORY EVENT DESIGNED
\ ‘%"‘(“* TO HONOR AND RECOGNIZE THE
"4 YHARD WORK AND DEDICATION OF
‘3 OURLOCAL EDUCATORS
‘ A

PPLETON MUSEUM

4333 E SILVER SPRINGS BLVD, OCALA, FL 34470

$50.00 PER PERSON

|TEACHERS ARE FREE]

LIVE MUSIC-PRIZES-GAMES-HAT CONTEST-SWEET & SAVORY TREATS
EVENTBRITE: CHAT & CHEW FALL EDITION TEA PARTY

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE MADE FOR TEACHERS GRANT PROGRAM.
AN EFFECTIVE TEACHER IS THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR CONTRIBUTING TO STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT.

boluntect
ORIENTATIO

' tirrups l
‘n

Stride

Therapeutic Riding Center Inc.

Do you have a desire to be part
of a group who is working
together to make a differnce in
the lives of others?

Come experience the magical
healing powers of the horse at
Stirrups n Strides!

Returning volunteers 8AM-12PM
New Volunteers 10AM-12PM
Please arrive approx 15 min

early to complete paper work.
Leading, side walking, grooming, farm
maintenance, fundraising, camps, horse shows,
office help, interns and more.

No experience necessary, we will
train you!

We could always use a
maintenance, grounds keeper.
Come make a difference in
someone’s life #giveback .
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You are invited to the

I1st Annual Charity
Taste of The Town Fundraiser!

Please join us on

Friday, September 13th at 5:00pm

at the Ocala Downtown Market

A fun-filled night of delicious food and giving back to the
community. Sample dishes from the best local restaurants
while supporting a worthy organization. This in-person event
is a great opportunity to connect with friends, enjoy wonderful
food and drinks, and make a difference with affordable
healthcare in the West Ocala area.

Don’t miss out on this chance to eat for a cause!

FEATURING

& %
”‘T‘ %% ne & B

‘”qua THE GATHERING CAFE
|g(q"d Great Coffee + Delicious Food + Good Company
ALTHENTK ARIBBEEAN KITCHEN

$55 Pre-Event
$60 at Door

819 Northwest 7th Street Ocala, Flonda 34475
352-875-2226 (p) 352-389-1013 (f)

www.estellawellness.com
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The Roomsliving AOCALA JESUS FESTO® An after
on September 22, at 3:30 p.m. This year the celebration of Jesus includes an outdoor concert,
trucks and many more surprises. Bring vy

One voice, One city, One church! Bring your chair, Bring a friend and a heart to worship! This year
of Jordans will be given away and the first 500 people will receive a Free Ocebhiditsus Fest T
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Howard Academy is in need of Mentors for our

Dare 2 B Great Girls Mentoring Program. If you et ¥, >
~ - - . ] - i 4 o - o o
have a passion for working with teenage girls and & ‘s,,(—-: !
would like to be the change in their lives, join us on -, S° gy 0
R &
% bt o <
Thursday, September 5th Wy &

5:30pm to 6:30pm

MENTORING PROGRAM

We look forward to seeing you there!

For more information, contact our office at:
(352) 671-4175

Howard Academy Community GCenter

C




GIRLS ON THE RISE
FOUNDATION

J8EANNUAL GALA
gc% o the Shise

Purchase your gala tickets now!
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FIRST FRIDAY ART WALK RETURNS SEPT. |

The First Friday Art Walk returns to downtown
Ocala on Friday, Sept. 6, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

each month, September through May. Activities
i ncluded in September

- Hand=n art activities and demonstrations for
all ages provided by localmeofit arts and
cultural organizations.

- Local artists selling their works Downtown.

- Participating businesses with exteoaied

- Buskers stationed throughout the downtown
area, includiddy Un c | andSsanF r i
Music.

- Live musical performance will return to the
Downtown Square, featuefiglarrett

- Intermission performancghieyla Ruotolo
Dance Company

In the event of inclement weather, the First Frid:

e

® Art Walk will be canceled.

HOSTS HTS 3RD QUARTER
TOWNHALL MEETING

819 NW 7TH ST.
OCALA, FLORIDA
34475

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER
21, 2024 AT THE MARY
SUE RICH COMMUNITY
CENTER AT REED
PLACE
1821 NW 21st Ave.
Ocala, Florida 34475

10AM- 1130AM
YOUR HEALTHCARE CONCERNS ARE OUR PRIORITY! STOP B
SHARE THEM WITH THE TEAM. TOGETHER, WE CAN MA
DIFFERENCE.

7 4;71‘;(711

WWW.EBWCHC.ORG

352*875*2226

For more information, please contact the City of
Ocala Cultural Arts Divisi@ba) 628447

orartinfo@ocalafl.gowr visivww.ocalafl.gov/
artwalk

ﬁﬁ}‘&

AFTER SCHOOL »
VIRTUAL TUTORING
AUG. 19 TO SEPT. 27

NEED HELP IN
ELA ORMATH?
LOG IN AND TALK TO A TEACHER ONLINE!

MCPS Online Tutoring
Monday through Thursday evenings

Log in to your MCPS Desktop and click on the
“Virtual Tutoring” icon. You'll be placed in line to
enter a TEAMS chat with an MCPS teacher
who can help.

Elementary tutors are available from 5-9 p.m.
Secondary ELA and Math tutors are available
from 6-10 p.m.

This is a FREE service for MCPS Students

. in 3rd to 12th Grade! ¢§
\ L A% ‘*
&%A& .E'g %
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PASTOR LUIS DE JESUS IS ON A MISSION FOR GOl

In October 2009, a youth group passionate about God in New York City saw an Atheis
adverti sement campaign in their subway
Good Without God. Are You?o

2 They were so stirred up by it that they went to their Youth Pastor who then went to his
@aof Youth Pastors/leaders to ask fAWhat
} According tatps://godbelongsinmycity.com/abgbtmc,they prayed and decided to take
action and have Youth Ministries from all around the five boroughs hold a prayer walk
y a simple-$hirt, thadtatedi God Bel ongs in My City.o

Less than two weeks later, on November 14, 2009, over 1,500 youth walked from Nort
South of Manhattan meeting at Times Square and Grand Central Station making a bol
statement that made history in the city and now the nation. Will your city be next?

»pZy O qDRP THelansWerPvRB yes! After Pastor Luis De Jesus attended a Prayer Walk in Jacksonvi
he was motivated to start one in Ocala in 2012. More than 4,000 people participated. De Jesus held a walk
until 2017. His son was killed a week later, during Labor Day weekend, in Reading, Pa. Tragedy struck agai
son6s death when six more members of his family

AAs a pastor, | did all the funerals, but tabere
functioning as a pastor, but mentally, physicall

It was too much for De Jesus, who has always stood in the gap and taken care of everyone else. The stress
very sick, psoriasis plagued his body and his weight ballooned to 300 pounds, which led to Psoriatic Arthritis
in his right kidney. He realized he needed help and moved back to New York in 2017.

De Jesus accepted Jesus as his Savior in 1993. He was 25 years old. Although he grew up in an unstable a
environment with dadglicted parents, he said he was saved from the streets, drugs and alcohol addiction.

Al't took me seven years to come back to Ocala an
matter what storms come our way, 0 he said.

De Jesus is bringing back the God Belongs in My City Ocala Prayer Walk on Saturday, September 7. The 2
starts at the Veterans Memori al Park, 2625 E. Fo
down the sidewal ks on Silver Springs Blvd. (SR 4
prayers by pastors and community leaders and ministry tables, which were added this year. Nearly 2,000 pe
expected to attend this year.

nl feel that God is in our <city, but there are a
largest youth correctional facilities in the United States for ages 14 to 21, and no programs such as trades, |
education and mentorship so they can excel as th

God Belongs in Ocala was founded with a simple yet powerful vision: to bring people together in faith and ci
of belonging in the community. It began with a small group of dedicated individuals who wanted to make a d
Ocala through prayer and communlty service.
; : ' ARegistration is not required
ready to pray for our <city, o
difference that the prayer walk has done for Ocala is to wake up
* community of believers to come together, putting aside
.Edenominational barriers and w

;‘mCynt hia Irving said itds been
prayer walk. She said she plans to attend this year because it we
“#\ amazing to be surrounded by other believers.

~

., Al want to spread the good ne
see us walking, o I r1ViR@indgd d-
y



READY FOR THE NEXT GOD BELONGS IN MY CITY PR

Continued from page 8

DeJesus, chairman of God Belongs In My City Florida Inc., said

although the event is a national event, they incorporated it to cove
whol e state of Florida with pi
for seven years, support for

They still need sponsors and would love for businesses on the wa
route to donate sneakers, electronics and clothing for the youth.
De Jesus said if he had a sponsor, he would give everyone a free
T-shirt, but the income from gters helped him pay for the
insurance, park permits and other expenses.

De Jesus said God Belongs in My City Florida Inc., has an accoun

»UpZYyO qDRPp (UG Té)&a@kérdiona&qws carQ,'I?e E%%Via Paypal, Zelle or Cash App

Eventually, he wants to get everyone together and go to Tallahasse&mutEiorgto hold a prayer walk
twice a year with activities for the whole fami/]l
they can do the same in their city.

AWe want to open an Ocala Prayer| Center to priay
train others to establish prayer| walks in other
spirituality and a beacon of hope for the whale

ey sDaziTop {T1GIG
ay,zie "I'1/4,
celYs @ iV,
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iwe used to call Ocala fASlowcal a0 eglﬂ#d?]_lo.\% 1/429.%&;,9

us because we | ove God in Ocala, o ai .

prevail over crime, homelessness a@réz%?HJear\'ll/slé‘ue
<Y, leYa"ie oiVa|j

Follow De Jesus on Facebook at Luis Raul De Jesus, God in Ocala Prayer Walke[s.
Group, God in Ocala Walk event pageGuodirsitcala.ord=or more information, ’ !
to be a sponsor or make a donatig852361-3033or(352) 61-26650r email tiose z~
Godbelongsinocala@gmail.corhuisdejesus1227@gmail.com.
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