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FICHWAYINE N — Wi BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROGRAM:
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IN MARION COUNTY

The City of Ocala Recreation and Parks

will host a new program for Black History
Month, African American Business in

Marion County, at the Mary Sue Rich -
Community Center at Reed Place, 1821
N.W. 21%ve. on Tuesday, Feb. 6, from

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The event is free and

open to the public. No registration required.

Celebrate Black History Month while
reflecting on the rich history of African
American Business here in Marion County.
Contributions to the growth of Marion
County will be highlighted during the
program.

Guest speakers include: Monica Bryant,
Town Talk Magazine; Mdumisi Khumalo &
Ti ffany Adams Khumal
Care LLC; and Howard GunGréwg
Consultants. Performances by Sean T. of
SeanT Music Global will be performing a
Steele Drum Solo, and Mitzi Berryan and
Cherre Berryan will be performing a

special Praise Dance.

Light refreshments will be served. This
program is sponsored by Aetna and Vertex
Retirement.

For more information about Ocala
Recreation and Parks, go to

RO VRN R VWww.ocalafl.gov/recpank call
(352) 368517.

Our mi ssion [ s to record the rich history
communi ty and sSshare [ nformation nt hMdar ii onpaCo 8


http://www.ocalafl.gov/recpark
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I'tés Black History Month and |
and events planned locally this month to recognize, and in some cas
remember the contributions and sacrifices others made to make our
munity a better place.

Usually, we celebrate the accomplishments of African American pion
like Dr. Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks, Barack Obama and Nelson
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Pl aying professional ball was definitely a dre

Growing up, Mills admired NFL players O.J. Simpson, who played 11 seasons primarily with the Buffalo
egarded as one of the greatest running backs of all time; Tony Dorsett, who played for the Dallas Cowb
- Denver Broncos; and Quarterback Roger Staubach, who played 11 seasons with the Dallas Cowboys. E
'Julius Erving, a professional basketball pl aye
~1 for his love of basketball, his skills and how he carried himself.

After playing for the Dunnellon Steelers in middle school and the Dunnellon Fighting Tigers at Dunnellon
== School (DHS), he accepted an athletic scholarship in 1986 to attend the University of Florida in Gainesvi
" from 1987 to 1990.

4 Mills, who was born in Dunnellon, FL on October 28, 1968, is the oldest son of Maxine Thomas. After gr:

o o o === from DHS, he was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1991 at the age of 22. It was during his first regu
FaquiNegunyl T afne that year, he realized that playing ball in the NFL, not the NBA, was no longer going to be JUSt adr
reality. During his career, he played wide receiver for the Carolina Panthers and the Dalla

Mills attributed his success to seeing it done at every level of football and watching his co
every |l evel, although he wasndét a big g

AHaving a backup plan should only make on
wants to play a competitive sport on a fi Co
pl ace. 0

It worked out for Mills!

He retired from the NFL in 2000 and from coaching in 2015. He finigbeadN#4 iaseer with 1]

receptions for 2,934 yards and 20 touchdowns. Now, he enjoys spending his free time pl

Mills said therebs too many memor abl docated abou

on the Rainbow and Withlacoochee rivers.

iDunnell on has been great to me. Enjoyi . ‘,:;rier
great teammates in youth and high schoolpa]ge;tgrq]'ae §OF g1

The small town Mills grew up in honored him by naming a park after the former college and professional
football player. He said while the facility was being completed, he was contacted and asked if it was o&rfiimame the park aft

il was shocked and honored, o Mills said. fil never dr eamed

Ernie Mills Park, located at 11899 Bostick Street, Dunnellon, FL.,

A includes a basketball court, jogging track, covered staging area,
playground, concession area, BBQ grills, picnic tables and restroo
The park is often used for birthday parties, concerts and communi

' Ernie Mills ¥ celebrations. Admission is free.
PeAsR ¢ K i © Mills was in attendance at a ribbon cutting held in October 2023 to
£ | I mmm———_————E NN celebrate renovations and thpeeing of the park. The
EENEMLE SUELLOMNATVE ANFLWERECEIVE ] 5 ~ beautification project was funded by a grant from Duke Energy.

Mills said the park that bears his name is about a mile from where
lives. Although he hasndét sper
plans to start walking there soon.

Despite his many accomplishments, Mills just wants to be
remembered for bei ntge aar tfihg ogoudy .y

To reserve the park call Public Seryi8g2)at6B590for parties

with 25 people or less. Reservations for parties of 25 or more are
considered a special event and can be permitigttie
Community Development Departm@si2 )ad §8500ext.1010.

TheCommunity Spotliglti ghl i ght s a person, pl achappenngraandéowrt i n Jowr
so we can share y@aod Newsvith others. Email submissiofsaatalkmagazine@yahoo.com.
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More than 20 years after being inducted into the Black History Museum Archives, Narvella Haynes, a longtir
activist, still has no idea who nominated her.

Haynes, who6s community service and involvement
day and saying to herself that one day she hoped she would be in there too.

AThis was ears before | got it. | Il ooked at the
that they ad made in the community, o she said.

Haynes is among more than 150 community leaders who have been inducted into the archives since its ince
day, February 23, at 6 p.m. the 2024 Black History Archives Nominees will be inducted at the annual Black |
Gala at the Mary Sue Rich Community Center at Reed Place, 1821 N.W. 21st Ave.

Ail't shows the contributions t heydgrameMamgeda Hotvard t h e
Academy Community Center. Altds not just their c
they do for the community when it comes to helpi

The annual event acknowledges the accomplishments and contributions of individuals who have made and
make contributions to the Ocala/Marion County community.

Dr. Barbara Brooks, who graduated from what was then known as Howard Elementary School, said she knc
people who were inducted back then and now her name and her picture is a part of that. Brooks, founder an
R.A.M.A.L., a local organization which specializes in social services and education and her tireless efforts ta
community, was inducted into the archives last year.

Al just feel really, really honored that | was ¢
do my best to help people. |l want to i mprove the
strive all the time, all these years to do what

Last year the event sold out, so Randolph encourages

) _ anyone who plans to attend to purchase their tickets eal
Sponsorships, Tickets and Ads

can be purchased at the Howard Individual tickets cost $65 and a table that seats 10, anc

Academy Office or online

= ) includes reserved seating and name on the table, costs
Be 5/101"490*‘5@1 Paﬁ&:ﬁ&s @8 $300. No tickets will be sold at the door. Sponsorship
Peace Sponsor - $2,000 packages ranging from $2,000 to $500 and opportunitie

One Peace Table for 10 3 to advertise in the program booklet are also available.
1 Full Page Ad in Program Booklet ?
oS

Ack led td i A ds Gal .
vledgement on all social media plat! 4 Proceeds from the event will go to Howard Academy an

Acknowledgement on all social media platforms \
Joy Sponsor - $1,500 ‘% be used to continue providing programs to the communi
e e T s e e el and the Black History Museum of Marion County.

Acknowledgement during Awards Gala
Acknowledgement on all social media platforms "¢

LA STy = (L. 4 Academy Community Center, formerly Howard High

el EagephaalRiogramiBookiet School, in northwest Ocala, 306 N.W. 7th Ave.

Acknowledgement during Awards Gala
> Acknowledgement on all social media platforms

Established in 2004, the museum is located inside How:

Harmony Sponsor - $500 Randolph said her kemgn vision for the museum and
T T R e e archives is to open it up to the public so people can lear
S e e G e S T more about the contributions of African Americans in Wi
Individual Tickets: $65.00 per person Ocala.
Table of 10: $800.00 2 For questions or more informatid@p@16 741 75.

F B To purchase tickets, tables, ads, sponsorships or to mal
ull Page Half Page : X
$200.00 $150.00 %es 2 donation to support the event, please go to:

Inside Covers (2) Back Cover (1)

e — . Mo hitps://marionschools.revtrak.net/ HACC/béak

! All ads must b
can be email

history-awardgala/#/list
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Robert Tyler never imagined he would be doing *. wor k
purpose in life. Tyler, Founder and CEO of Break Barriers, was inspired to create the nonprofit orga”
S0 many barriers stood in his way after he was released from prison. '

il was determined to fix my mistakes and ct ‘e be
obstacles such as legislative legal requirements that prevented me, and millions of others, frorr

adequate housing, employment and education A
thing, but they dondét have the proper supp rces

Break Barriers, which branched off from MECCA 2020, Inc., was founded in Gainesville, FL in Z
Sherri Tyler, Alfred Russell and Khadijah Muhammad, all residents of Gainesville. The primary g
which stands for Muslims Engaged in Community and Civic Activities, is to combat prejudice and
negative perceptions of Muslims that arose after 9/11. They also wanted to showcase the immense
Muslim community contributes to society. Break Barriers focuses on breaking down the barriers that stanu n+ uie
way of the underserved population of r el ea sRokegTylerghoundedGEOt h e
provided hot meals to 300 to 400 homeless individuals every weekend, still continues. The organization moved to

Ocala from Gainesville two years ago and is located at the Marion County Community Foundation.

AfiBreak Barriers aims to reduce recidivism andnflelievelthd roe ¢ o mn
cause of crime is not having the resources needed to overcome recidivism. Resources like social services, elutationity support o
services geared toward helping the formerly incarcerated s

On Saturday, April 13, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., the organization is hosting IBreakBarriers 2nd Chance Exset, &t thiestbagyfisuk
Rich Community Center at Reed Place, 1821 N.W. 21st Ave. The event includes a guest performance by AmekieiVitzuspel Singer
an elaboratecourse meal and an African Art Auction and Fashion show. Pastor Rhella Murdaugh, Mt. Zion AME l@istirch, is the eve

April is Second Chance month, which aims to reaffirm the importance of supporting the formerly incarcereed 00%eaftdréng soc
proceeds will be used to provide their clients with bus passes, proper work attire, haircuts, food andipetsds.v@ilr sheler200
tickets are available and cost $100 per person or $900 for a table of 10 if purchased before March 13 &iaketdeatviiiecdsor, i
$150.

i We must come together to provide these i ndi vi tabhomeandawgoddh t
paying job, many of these individuals revert to committing the same crimes that sent them to prison irtfze Grstviels.ceregidm
Director for Break Barriers. Al f they wer e riaeblwo utlod psrtoovpi.doe

Graves said she knew in some capacity, that this was the path her life would take. She became involv
MECCA | ast year when Tyl erés group was mentor
doing and shared her vision of a program she wanted to start to help a similar demographic. She was
join the team, and they branched off as Break Barriers.

il was raised without my parents because they
do something that would help kids going throu
feet, theydre in turn able to create better |

The most challenging part of working with this population is the lack of support the community offers tt
demographic, Graves said.

filt can be challenging to | ook past someoneds
she said. ABut this is the US, the | and of se
their sentences and committed to change, thei

Amari Graves, Program Direct@jost of their referrals come from word of mouth inside the Department of Corrections, but anyone whe
assistance or wants to make a donation, can visit theinweabsiieeakbarriers.argihey are always in need of volunteers and donations.

The biggest challenge is raising enough f un Heyhavepurchagedthe a f
land, but are struggling to raise enough funds for the construction of the building. The goal is to be Abjpetp|araviddione twith a
stable home as they gain the training and education needed to secure a good job, car, etc., to be successful on their own.

The organization, which currently has four staff members and roughly 25 volunteers, has assisted more tstaie D9E joeioiale in the
within the last three years. All services, including 2nd Chance Mentoring, assistance with employment, edagsitigmsergaiémand
until construction of their housing facility is complete, are provided free of charge to their clients. Gn&8 $iepoEgdreépatioaurial
Program is fully developed, it will help entrepreneurs develop their own businesses.

iThe most rewarding part of working with this phdgngfelow i on i
i nmates along the same journey, o Tyler said. Continued on page 9
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HEOS JUST SO DI FFERE-NRADITEONALISPIS

By Elgin Carelock, Chairman of the Greater Ocala Community Development Corporation

Growing up an American male in the 70s and 80s, there were clearly defined models and expectations fopatsrdive caviearikedtre expected
to either go to college or the military, get married, raise children, own a home and find a good job aBd re*iv~ ~#n~» 20 vna

There were a few variations in that scenario, like artists, musicians, entertainers and professional atidet
the male experience was about being as macho as possible, working hard, enduring hard knocks and n
contribution to your family, community and society.

As we Baby Boomers and Gen Xers began living our adult lives, we wanted to expose our children to a
not have during our childhood. We wanted them to see more art and culture, travel, take advantage of r
home computers and the Internet.

This awakening allowed our children to experience the full range of possibilities of who they could be in
decided to go away from the traditional defini
expansion in the number of exceptionally intelligent boys, who were not interested in sports, getting ma
for a company for a lifetime.

As the father of two+raditional children (male and female), | wanted to speak specifically to other men a

navigate a male child that is outside of your Mo r
move us to the closeness we have today.

1. Take the time to listen to who they say they are

Al t hough they may be under 18, it is very impo how

just listen. Make mental notes and after they share with you, be curious and ask questions. The purpos:
should not be to talk them out of anything, but to understand where their mindset is at that point.

Ask when they first began identifying with their view and if there was anything that made them realize this was the route for
them. Be prepared to accept whatever they say good or bad without putting your biases and insecurities into the conversation.

2. Research their interests

You donét have to share their passions, but eéntughitode gble to bavedntelligemt a t
conversation. Use proper vernacular and ask questions about anything you did not understand.

This will show your son a level of respect that will open the door for you to ask questions about aspexttsoottreis yourfeyntha practical sense.
If he feels you understand who he is and where he wants to go, then he will feel it only natural that ypeohdemuympants whihbe willing to clarify
i f possible. I f he is wunable to clarify, doomesarchtogetheriardfindthe amsavero n

3. Attend meetings and conferences of their peers

Whether your son is interested in anime, ballet or robotics make sure you go with them to club meetings, tsdDfere EoEsmatidsegeam
opportunity for you to better understand who your son is and what types of influences he will encountdesigdeputsoest tAialk to other
parents you meet and find out what they do to support their child and see if there are opportunities folf pot e¢xatilyhgsamay be able to use
certain aspects of their strategies to establish a stronger line of communication with your son.

4. Find common ground

As you gain greater insight into your son, you will be able to identify things you have in common. For madatitl imynseititaseany years,
| would introduce my son to different types of music. There were some he liked and others he did not, so $laeganussiing litoedtwith me.
Letds just say he has very eclectic taste in music, but I also |

Another thing we shared was riding rollercoasters. In fact, my whole family liked riding rollercoastersl| sver¢hedul8 tradiabaollercoasters we
found online or saw on videos. My son and | would search for the highest, fastest and craziest rollercohstgiris andidbalienge t

When he got to high school, my son became interested in boxing and MMA, which was in my wheelhouse and atehgst andvdistussany m
strategies, training regimens of the top athletes and what it takes to remain a champion. It also gave alktahioppbdunigdifense and how
to protect himself in various situations.

5. Be his Father

Above all things, use the tips that | am sharing with you to build a relationship of trust that will everppatiynétjole yopahwisdom into your son.
This wisdom can come in many forms and will last his whole life. Yes, he will seek his own way when hdlgéte tifdehebwill/oansult you on life
changing decisions.

Fatherhood is tough enough as we watch our sons go through the various challenges of each stage of growtharbusevtirehand|pgoep them
a hard enough time for being different or nontraditional.

We as fathers must create a sanctuary for our sons, so they can feel free to express themselves and to béberge the bestpersdfe don 6t
to agree with the path they choose, but we are obligated to provide them with the best possible outcomes.

Get to know your son, learn to understand the language he is speaking, and you will be surprised how much you are alike.

Elgin Carelock is the CEO and Chief Strate¥isvoBigsiness Strategies, Inc. (RBS) a growth focused, strategid plasinegss aevelopment
company with over 25 years of professional experience in the areas of sales, marketing, advertising, brarsiaderelepnenttéadsahe founder
of the Build A Better Business Series. Contact&gpioak @ reiewyourbusiness.coor(404) 99318%or questions or more information or go to
www.rbsknowledge.com.



PATHWAYS TO FREEDOM EXHIBIT: CELEB

History in general was not one of those subjects Rev. Leroy S. Chandler enjoyed while he atter
school, but African American history has always been important to him.

Chandler, now retired, said history was a necessary assignment to his education, but not impac
now with the knowledge of self, he realize!
history they studied.

But a request to do a lecture at a prison facility he was ministering at 20 years ago changed his
After doing some research for the Il ecture
a museum and/or an exhibit that existed.

AAs many have said and it continues to be
understand where you are going, o0 he said. |
know our own history, we |l eave it to someo!

A2 OHXx 1 Y! H EhIQMeQ ﬁh&o“ﬂl NgNléAint Paul Church, Inc. in Flemington, is participating in Legacy Day 2(
Saturday, February 17, from 8 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Fessenden Elementary School Gymnasium, 4200 N.W. 89th RledebyTthe event, st
PTO and Alumni Associations of Fessenden Elementary, is open to the public and features the Pathways tonkoeddom exhibit, a ir

ceremony and speci al presentation at 11 a. m., tbrdimgdheand f ul
Present, Preparing for the Future.o

iltds i mperative that people know who they arasomeontelselaralt t |
attempt to |live according to another cul tur e, ldenn@istgehintkdaer s
recovery mode for our history. Pat hways to Freedom hel ps i

Black History Month is celebrated each year in the United States during the month of February. Carter Gawwoaldson started the
observance expose school children to black histbtlyat Black Americans and others would be able to see all of theBtackebutions
had made to the advance of human civikaterits origins in the 1920s, Black History Month has been assigned a theme. This year,
theme i8African Americans and the Actxp¥ding to the Association for the Study of African American Life and History.

AiBl ack History Month should assuredly c
that too much of our focus may be toward one month of the year and not enough emph
our history the other eleven, o0 Chandl er
Our heritage and culture should be celebrated yeard . 0

The motto for Pathways to Freedom, which includes several thousand pieces is: Teach
Truth, Awareness and Peace. Chandler said the entire exhibit has never been setup, b
they display now using 100-®ightables requires 10 to 12 people working 14 to 16 hours &

which is why the number of times they set up the exhibit has been reduced from elghtt -
or three times a year. =

Chandler has collected pieces from various locations in Georgia, North and South Carollwa nu‘?nl_km b c * * R H H Y
shops, flea markets throughout Florida and on a mission trip to Haiti. The first items collected were knowan akbther@rdst ilener
The Declaration of Independence and The Bil |l o hdoiRtheqdintesf. T\
a statute that represents a black warrior as he stands with a spear from Kenya and a shi
i e Zimbabwe, both several years old. The Mossi family represents a black family that works
together supporting and protecting each other.

LEGACY DAY 2024

The exhibit is set up on a timeline and offers 22 stations of African American history inclt
the Negro League Baseball, Black History stamps and Black Military firsts, which are mil
groups including the Buffalo Soldiers, Tuskegee Airmen, Montford Point Marines, the Tri
Nickels and others many blacks are not familiar with. One aspect that is not included in t
exhibit is more than 1,500 books, 400 documentaries and movies on African American h
which does not include magazines, periodicals and calendars. There are also more than
LPés (vinyl's) and many 75 and 45 rpm r

4 What I really want people to know is the depth of knowledge contained within this exhibif

how i mportant it is for our children to
P anl 10201 & third and seventh grader who did not know what slavery was. We have a duty to teach n
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17, 2024
FESSENDEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM t h € p ur p 0se 0 f h a t € b u t f or p eace ’ un d €
4200 NW 89TH PLACE, OCALA, FLORIDA 34482 . i . . o o i i
SAM — 4PM: CF's PATHWAYS 0 FREEDOM BLACK HISTORY ExHIBIT Chandler said the time it takes to view the exhibit totally depends on the individual viewir
11AM — 11:30AM : OPENING CEREMONY (‘AI.I. A‘RE WELCOME TO A’ITE)ND)
** FOOD AND FUN ACTIVITIES ON SITE ** il have seen, sadl Y, young peopl e t hat
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT . :
TS, S i o e people who have spent several hours in it only to return on another
STACIE.NEWMONES@MARION.K12.FL.US (954) 993- 4249 d a y t 0 S p en d mor e t | me (‘) h eCory"aJedd)n page 9

y


https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/knowing-past-opens-door-future-continuing-importance-black-history-month
https://asalh.org/about-us/about-black-history-month/
https://asalh.org/about-us/about-black-history-month/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/initiatives/black-history-month-2024

OUR HERITAGE AND CULTURBDYNAR

Continued from page 8

When choosing a nhame for the exhibit, Chandler said several were suggested, however, the name was chosewhdtéruggdrthe great n
for freedom. ", g

iMal col m and Martin, Meager an
approached the fight from different perspectives, but they were all fc
purpose, therefore pathways, 0

The ultimate goal for the exhibit is to establish the Pathways to Free
American Education and Cultural Center. He said the center would |
multicultural, but to make it a reality it would take a lot of money, he
exists already, even in the black community. Chandler said they do
donations, and several people have committed to gjive alonation anc
others give on an annual basis.

Al gnorance breeds anger and an
very violent results. The answer to ignorance is knowledge, hence,
to Freedom Exhibit, o he said.

greater awareness of what blacks have contributed to this and othed
and more peace in and between

—
_ _ N CAU2K0OHXx I Y! HEWOH9 6 ¢ U
For more information or to donate to support the exhibit, contact Chandler on his

Cell(352) 208838 at New Saint Paul ChyB%2) 596091or emaghamgarpathways0204@gmail.com

Continued from page 6
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Willie Williams is one of those individuals who have tur ‘ » A @'ﬂ
around. Tyler said he was finally exonerated after being ] B ROW ; / B N

incarcerated for 43 years for a crime he did not commit. < 1
came to their organization for assistance after he was r¢ Af'ls,(. . - f yood
2021. He received financial assistance and mentorship 'i . H

their 2nd Chance Mentoring Program, where he met his ,

I
3

ilt is a great pleasure t i am:

Tyler said. AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THE ARTS

Break Barriers primary source of funding comes from p
donors and the Muslim community has supported them Saturday, February 3™ 2 — Spm

last 10 years as well as board members and Tyler. S 3 :
Donations Accepted for Boys & Girls Club of Marion Count

For questions or information about the organization, foll
on Facebook or Instagram at A Historical Exhibit by Rev. Leroy Chandler
IBREAKBARRIERS contact Tyler at 3
(352) 2051 14or email Stonecrest Community Center

robert@ibreakbarriers.org. 11050 SE 176" Place Rd
L [N L]
Contact Graves @04) 848092

or emadmari@ibreakbarriers.org. Summerfield, FL 34491
for sponsorship opportunities rangin
o O\ B Y|SB from $250 to $2,500 to support the g

Contack: Rhonda Follks 352-425-1525

To purchase tickets, scan the QR code.



OMEGA PSI PHLFRATERNITY, INC.

PSI CHI CHAPTER
SERVING OCALA SINCE 1956

3 ANNUAL CHARLES R. DREW

BLOOD DRIVE

IF YOU REALLY WANT
TO LEND A HAND,
LEND AN ARM.

Saturday, February 10, 2024 / 12:00pm — 4:00pm

New St John,

Missionary Baptist Church
2251 NW 2nd St, Ocala, Fl 34475

EAT AND DRINK PLENTY OF FLUIDS &
MAKE SURE YOU BRING A PHOTO ID!

All donors will receive a gift card & the following free health
Screenings: cholesterol, blood pressure, iron & blood type.

www.psichiques.com

OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY, INC.

PSI CHI CHAPTER
SERVING OCALA SINCE 1956

New St John, MBC

d EDWARD D.
2251 NW 2 St, KING, MD,
Ocala, Fl 34475 ACH

Originally from Albany, Georgia, Dr. Edward King received an A.B in biochemistry from
Dartmouth College and an M.D. from Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis. He
completed a urology residency at the University of Maryland Medical Center in Baltimore and
has practiced in Ocala and The Villages, Florida since 1996. Dr. King is a past president of the
Marion County Medical Society and a former Chairman of the Department of Surgery at the
Ocala Regional Medical Center. He has held numerous leadership positions at the Munroe
Regional Medical Center (now Advent Health Ocala) including Chief of the hospital’s medical
staff and vice-chairman of the Munroe Medical Center Board of Directors.

Ocala Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Save The Date

"May 4th, 2024 ~ 4:00 - 8:00 pm

A Day Delta
at the Downs

An evening of elegance and
excitement at our Derby
Gala Fundraiser & Watch
Party!

Join us for an
unforgettable blend of
food, fun, and festivities all
in support of a great cause!

Klein Conference Center
Ocala, Florida

d Academy Community Cen

btes you to celebrate with

Howard Ac

call (352) 671-4175




OPEN CALL TO ARTISTS

DEADLINE TO APPLY:

February 18, 2024

Paint a new Ocala Skate Park panel live during a Levitt AMP
concert. Apply online at www.ocalafl.gov/levittamp.

pOlsD

fng ] jcan-A
SATURDAY
MARCH 23rd
7PM-10PM

Mary Sue Rich
Community Benler at
eed Place
1812 N.W. 21st Avenue
Ocala, Florida 34475

The

ext
Pioduction Lsand

Refreshments & Hors D'oeuvres Provided

Fealu vy

LIVE JAZZ BAND

1/(

We're looking for artists to live paintsidedlenetal
panels (8ft x 4ft) during the 2024 Levitt AMP Oca

the current art panels ir@lealaskatepark

residing in Marion County, and the surrounding c
All designs will be approved before the start of th
Levitt AMP Ocala Music Series to ensure artwork

familyfriendly, ngpolitical and without copy right
infringement. Accepted artists or art groups will re
$250 honorarium at the conclusion of the concert

For more information and to apply, visit our web

www.ocalafl.gov/levittanipntries can be submitte

online, via emaikttinfo@ocalafl.gow mailed to City

of Ocala Cultural Arts, 201 S.E. 3rd St., 2nd Fl
Ocala, FL 34471. It is FREE to apply.

a Mus

Series. These newly painted panels will eventually repla

This opportunity is open to artists currently working anc

puntie:
e 2024
will be

xceive
series

site at
d

oor,

Early Learning
Coalition
of Marion County, Inc.

Does Your Preschooler Have Challenging
Behaviors?

ghugg\es
@\

Join a FREE Preschool Parenting Program for families
with children 3-5 years old.

Tuesdays, beginning February 13, 2024 (Ends May 21, 2024)
:30 p.m. fo 8 p.m.
Lillian Bryant Community Center, 2200 NW 17th Place, Ocala

Space is
limited.
Registration
is required.
SCAN HERE.

Child Care & Dinner Pdr;‘\aed

Receive a $50 bonus when you aftend at least 11 sessions

For more information, wmodRthVeluc? 352) 369-2315, Option 8
org

orPorenhngProgmms
“The United Way
Incredible e
s [SJuccess [Elv [6)

© 2014 The lncrecible Yeors®, nc. All rights reserved. *THE INCEEDILE YEARS®" and oll reloted irodemarks are owned by ﬂ'a < redible Yoors®, Inc. USA
Limded uia of vodemarks ond copyrighted materio wbv%. bhcredible Yoors®, Inc. Al progrom materiols must be ordered Svcugh
<hip/ www incredibleyears, com»



https://www.ocalafl.gov/levittamp?fbclid=IwAR1Qf8trYGVZHOaSvR1dsZR416pDZeLmq5nxy2qhr1O3VCNy3YnFWzQkB-Q

Business Spotlight

Business Namé&outhern Palate Restaurant and
Catering

No. of Employee&:
BusinessOwnerAngela Boone

Business Addres<:2009 South Williams St.,
Dunnellon, FL 34432

Business Phong352) 462152
What Year Did You Start Your Busin2847

Hours of Operatiodl a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
ThursdaySaturday

Products and/or ServiceSatering and Decorating
Email: Sp.increase@gmail.com
WebsiteN/A

Are you on Social Medig@s
Facebook, Google, Yelp and TripAdvisor

What or Who Inspired you to syartir business?

| was inspired to start my business because of my
passion for cooking and childhood memories of famil
gatherings. Food often brings people together and 1 |
the fellowship of it all. | want my customers to feel
welcomed, like they are part of my family. When they
wal k through our door s,
a stranger when they visit for the first time. | greet the
with a friendly smile and invite them in. First impressi
are lasting ones.

What Makes Your Business Unique or What's

Your Specialty®@ur specialty at the Southern Palate
are the Oxtails and Mac & Cheese. Oh yeah, we can
leave out the fried chicken and pork chops. These m
items are what my custor
often questioned about what it is that | do that makes
these items so tasty? | respond and tell them that |
marinate it in prayers and sprinkle in a lot of love.

The Southern Palate is unique in a very special way.
is heartwarming to hear the testimonials of customer
that have been diagnosed with illnesses and are hav
appetite issues and they share with me that my food
not only comforting, but also satisfying.

TheSmall Business ProfiieFREEand open to small businesses lo¢ated
in Marion County with less than 25 employees or solo entreprgneurs.

To have your business featured in an upcoming edition, please request
a form by emailifgwntalkmagazine@yahoo.c@ompleted forms
can be returned via email or mailed to P.O. Box 6212, Ocala, KL 34478.




