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Our mission iIs to record the rich history of the people, places and events in the
community and share information that impacts the lives of residents in Marion County.
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Let’s Talk
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Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com
or Towntalkmagazine.org.

The start of the new school year for Marion County Public Schools
is almost here for the rest of our children since students attending
Wyomina Park Elementary, now in its second year of a year-round
school pilot program, headed back on Tuesday, July 25. The rest of
our students return to the classroom on Monday, August 11, 2025.

To help your student be successful, parents and guardians are
encouraged to make sure they complete their child’s enroliment by submitting all
required documentation before the first day of school. This process includes online
registration, proof of residency, age verification and confirmation that all their
immunizations and physical examinations are current. Every year students’ are sent
back home on the first day of school because they did not get all their shots.

Please review your child’'s school website for supply lists, orientation schedules,
after-school programs and updates to school policies. We've included a copy of this
year’s orientation schedule and the 2025 - 2026 Instructional Calendar so you can
plan ahead and schedule appointments and vacations to limit the number of days
your child is absent from school.

For students utilizing bus transportation, please verify their assigned bus number
along with pick-up and drop-off locations. Parents are responsible for supervising
their children at bus stops. For pre-kindergarten students, a parent or authorized
adult must be present at drop-off; otherwise, the child will be returned to the school.
Children should be reminded to remain safely away from busy streets while waiting
for the bus.

Something you may not know is that in addition to Marion Technical Institute (MTI)
being the public, alternative school, it also provides programs to assist students
who have completed graduation requirements but require support with employment
and transition to independent adult living. Additional information can be found on
the MTI website at https://mti.marionschools.net.

Visit www.marionschools.net for details on all Marion County Public Schools.

Families whose children attend private schools should check their school s website
for important details.
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
HOPE OUTREACH HELP CENTER

Rose Vidal has always had a heart to help others. In 1993, she moved to Marion County, bought a couple acres of land
and raised her four children. At the time, she was a Guardian ad Litem and saw a lot of poverty in the area. She worked for
Danny Gaekwad for 11 years. She quit in 2004 to get married and start Hope Outreach Help Center, a 501 © (3) non-profit

organization designed to help those in North Marion County who are in need of basic
life services. She said God placed the name for the center in her heart because she
saw so much need in the area.

Vidal rented a house near the railroad tracks and used the living room and the
outside area to open a thrift store.

In the beginning, Hope Outreach provided free housing for women and children and
an emergency food pantry for the community. When her husband died in 2009, she
had to close because she didn‘t have anyone else to help her run the facility.

In 2012, she stopped housing families but kept the food pantry and started providing
other services at the Citra Community Center before moving to the Lake & Meadows
Community Center. In 2017, she moved to their current location and started
providing services to the community again, but lately, things have been rough.

- \ !” 'Now Vidal is asking for a little help!

She said the thrift store is what's
keeping the Center afloat, but without
help, she doesn’t know how much
= longer she will be able to continue

M serving families in the northern part of
the county.

“The ones W|th cars and rldes can go elsewhere but the only other pantry in Citra is
the Adventist Church,” she said. “I hear complaints about what's offered, but | tell
people we are not supermarkets. We give out what we get and can afford to buy.”

Vidal said on the days they are open, they serve more than 95 people and another
10 to 20 emergency walk-ins. The Center does not have any paid staff and only has
a few volunteers, two of which are in their 70’s.

“They only come on the days | give out stuff, otherwise all the work is on me,” she
said.

Vidal said her greatest challenge is funding and storage space. She’s been able to
purchase three sheds, but needs another one to store donations. She is also trying
to recruit more volunteers especially someone that can organize and manage the
clothing and other donations they receive.

To financially support the organization, visit www.donate4hope.com. She’s also
looking for donors willing to donate $12 a month to cover the cost of the extra food.

For questions, to donate items or more information contact Vidal at (352) 502-1495,
visit Hopeoutreachhelpcenter.com or follow them on Facebook at
https://lwww.facebook.com/hopedirectory.

A~ fope ueach il et e

e OUTREACH

18350 N. US Hwy.
Citra, FL 32113

Services Provided:
Food, Clothing, Diapers, Hygiene
items. *The Center does not
provide cash or pay any bills,
but refers clients to other
agencies for assistance.

Immediate Needs:
Funding and Storage Shed

Thrift Store Hours
Thursday, Friday and Sunday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday
2p.m.to5p.m.

Closed Monday and Tuesday

Donations needed:

The thrift store accepts all
donations except furniture. They
need gently used men’s clothing

sizes 29 - 38 and all sizes in
women’s clothes.

Food Pantry Hours
Open the last two Mondays of
each month 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Donations needed:
Water, Sugar free drinks for
seniors, drinks, meats,
non-perishable food items, etc.

For emergency food,
people can call (352) 502-1495.
She can arrange for pickups
in emergency cases.

The Community Spotlight highlights a person, place or event in our community. Tell us what's happening around town
S0 we can share your Good News with others. Email submissions to Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com.
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Parents and Caregivers
It's time to GET CONNECTED!
Wondering if your child is on track
developmentally?

Help Me Grow Florida is here for YOU
and your little one!

FREE services include:
““ Developmental Screenings
4 Milestone Checklists

“ Expert Guidance

““ Fun Activities to help your child
grow

B Get connected now through
https://helpmegrowfl.org/

“ Ready for a FREE screening? Visit:

¥

Girls Mentoring Program
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Sunday, cAugust 17, 2025
4:00p.m.

cMary Sue “Rich (Center at
“Reed “Place
1821 N.W. 21st Avenue

Ocala, Florida 34475

cAdmission is free
«wDonations accepted

"
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https://lwww.elc-marion.org/help-me
-grow/

Help Me Grow connects families with

need to help every child thrive.

30,889  94%

DEVELOPMENTAL
ACTIVITIES

Marion County

%« HelpMe Grow

Florida

the tools, resources, and support they §
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RISE UP

GRIEF AWARENESS FORMAL GALA 2025

Turning Pain into Power Through Healing, Hope, and Resilience

August 30, 2025 | National Griel Awareness Day
6:30 PM EST | Formal Dinner & Attire
Klein Conference
Florida 3001 SW College Rd, Ocala, FL 34474

Experience an unforgetlable evening featuring:

+ Panelists of Local Resources . Raffle Prizes
e D) Showtime « Community Tribute
o Elegant Dinner & Dessert <« And More!

REGULAR TICKET:
$75
All funds raised during our Gala
contributes to our Give for Marion Goal.

. 352-480-8868 ¥ solutions@H3H

& H3Haven.org



https://helpmegrowfl.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZ1o4TjV4dmxMRTc0NHczcgEeP7fkiUc5hONYM5AkGruvYeR3ZnWkA2u-24Y9RlqUS42mZwGMaEL9QamApQw_aem_dnrh8eGZyuN6m276Sk6oRw
https://www.elc-marion.org/help-me-grow/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZ1o4TjV4dmxMRTc0NHczcgEeRw_f1wfDzEDOpdYpUbh2VQ0sJSHWyfc9oRE8TPu9UZjgP8ZPcRi0_slEwWY_aem_JTgXAZThJZSRVikzMrZxMg
https://www.elc-marion.org/help-me-grow/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZ1o4TjV4dmxMRTc0NHczcgEeRw_f1wfDzEDOpdYpUbh2VQ0sJSHWyfc9oRE8TPu9UZjgP8ZPcRi0_slEwWY_aem_JTgXAZThJZSRVikzMrZxMg

CITY OF OCALA TO HOLD SPECIAL ELECTION

The City of Ocala will hold a Special Election on Tuesday, September 16, to fill the offices of
Mayor, City Council District I, City Council District Ill and City Council District V.

Seven candidates Qualified for the Special Election:

Mayor: City Council District 1:

Ben Marciano (Incumbent) Barry Mansfield (Incumbent)
Zachary “Arbor” Feliciano

City Council District 3: City Council District 5:
Jay Musleh (Incumbent) James “Jim” Hilty, Sr. (Incumbent)
Mark Clark

TamBoura Jenkins

City of Ocala Special General Election

Election Day: September 16, 2025 (Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Voter Registration/Party Change Deadline: August 18, 2025
Early Voting: September 11 - 13, 2025 (10 a.m. to 6 p.m.)

Mail Ballot Request Deadline: September 4, 2025 by 5 p.m.

Please Note: Mail ballots must be received by the Supervisor of Elections office
by 7 p.m. on Election Day to be counted.

TOWN HALL

with Police Chief Mike Balken

@ Aug.7: NW & SW Residents
3%) Aug.14: NE & SE Residents

@ 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Ocala Police Headquarters
402 S Pine Ave., Ocala

Join us for an informative session with Police Chief Mike Balken to learn about the Ocala Police Department’s mission and goals!
Come gain insight into crime trends, the latest safety initiatives and participate in a Q&A session to share your thoughts.
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NAACP 5114 MARIO
EDUCATION DA

SATURDAY AUGUST 2, 202 " NATIONAL
HOWARD ACADEMY .
COMMUNITY CENTER I G HT o UT o

August 5 o

5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
E.D. Croskey Recreation Center

306 NwW 7™ AVE SOMETHING FC

OCALA, FL 34475
1:00 - 4:00 PM

Join us for an evening filled with excitement!
This FREE event will have food, games, dancing,
arts and crafts, emergency vehicle displays and more!
i For more info, call 352-369-7182

JOIN THE NAACP. SCAN QR CODE

DONATE TO NAACP: E
PO BOX BOX 2274 OCALA, FLORIDA 34478

ZELLE: MARIONCOUNTYFLNAACP@GMAIL.COM 0.
CASH APP: SNAACPMARIONCOUNTYFL % ‘, SAFE STREETS

DEMOCRATIC _*\
_ WOMEN'S CLUB OF =~
6‘ . MARION COUNTY | .,.?7

------- The Department of Health in Marion County’s

Mobile Health Unit serves county residents in
their communities throughout Marion County. It
provides services such as immunizations and
other preventative healthcare needs. For more
information or opportunities to partner with us,

please contact Tammie Durden at 352-644-2627

or Tammie.Durden@FLHealth.gov

S INVITES YOU TO OUR
' EQUALITEA -
, 547”@43’ August23, 2025
i B
Interfaith Soup Kitchen [L ’2-'30PM-3:00pm
435 NW 2" Street, Ocala, FL 34475 1™ iR e e
M\_, BUILD LEAD, SUCCEED LLC ) 7
Wednesday, August 27 « 9:00-12:00 P.M. ) \ 7 b
s e &

...... Visit Marion.FloridaHealth.gov for more
------ information on the department and its services.

v

come see us at 0000000000000 000000000000

Services offered are: L3 \
Preventative Healthcare Services nsD 2 =
Health Screenings Y- f i
Education " / ‘ ‘ 2
. 7 , ___'-:: -
STD/HIV Testing & T

TICKETS FOR SALE S65

APPLETON MUSEUM -%. =

WEAR WHITE 4333 IILVIR SPRINGS

MAKE cuscxs PAYABLE TO DEMOCRATIC WOMEN'S oeALA FI. 34470
UB OF MARION COUNTY




By Monica M. Jacobs, Teacher and Author of “My New Church,” a children’s book

| am certified to teach grades K-12 and was once a 6th - 7th grade teacher. | know firsthand that schools have
changed since | was in school in the 90's. This stage brings both risks and opportunities for growth. This article is
meant to serve as a guide for transitioning academically as well as socially from elementary to middle school.

With excited hearts and sweaty palms students advance to middle school. They feel nervous because they are
joining in with older kids that are teenagers. They have heard about how they will be treated differently by
teachers, about how they will not be babied and about how they will have to work harder and study harder. I'm
sure they have heard about the cliques and social groups not always being all inclusive.

Monica Jacobs
Let's take a look at some of the perks of being a middle school student. Students don't have to walk on the line when moving from
class to class because they really don't have a leader to follow like in elementary school. In the cafeteria, seats are not assigned.
Students also get to choose some of their classes and take more ownership of their academic journey.

Teachers and kids say the biggest challenge about progressing to the middle grades is fitting in. Some kids will go to a school where
they do not know most of the students. Some students will go to a school with their friends but be placed in different classrooms.
Either way, they will have six periods of classes with students they don’t know and are expected to collaborate with.

Students have phones, tablets and other smart technology that is supposed to be used for safety purposes but are sometimes
misused. So, what can parents do? One mother of a successful middle school student said that the main thing parents can do is talk
to their children. She said it should be about everything, like television, washing clothes, cooking meals and cleaning the house. If you
see a little problem, you can guide them. “Go to church to receive a firm foundation. That should be first,” she said. She also said that
from foundation comes consequences. A consequence is a response to an action. It is cause and effect. Therefore, consequences
can be positive or negative. Create an atmosphere where your child feels safe talking to you about anything. You can do that through
conversation and respecting each other’s opinions. While talking to them, you may see how important something is to them. Maybe
you can meet them half-way and let them know you value their feelings. Conversate with and get to know their friends too.

In conclusion, beginning their middle school journey may be frightening yet exciting to children. The work will get harder and more will
be expected from them. However, they will have more freedom. It is important for parents to guide their children at the sensitive point
of their life.

To reach Jacobs, contact her via e-mail at Jacobsmonica628@gmail.com.

GOVERNOR RON DESANTIS ANNOUNCES
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ORIDA'S BACK-TO-SCHOOL

| I0OL SUPPLIES SELLING LEARNING AIDS SELLING FOR
FOR $50 OR LESS, SUCH AS: $30 OR LESS, SUCH AS:

LASH CA
\

FLASH
INTERACTI
CiLs AND II!"I'II

THAT MATH
CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR |
SELLING FOR $100 OR LESS, oR lml“ﬁ s“'lls

CARDS
£ BOOKS,
ER ITEMS

PERSONAL COMPUTERS AND
RELATED ACCESSORIES SELLING
FOR $1,500 OR LESS, SUCH AS:

PREPARING STUDENTS FOR SUCCESS
SATURDAY August 9TH 1PM-5PM

FIND A FULL LIST OF [ . To Make Donations or for more
E|TEM5°N“N!M | ThBrmation contact: Shawntavia Jamefson
TAX-FRE (352)895-3204 X
P Marion Oaks Community Center p
294 Marion Oaks Lane, Ocala 34473




GREAT TOOL TO USE TO PLAN AHEAD

7.\
S/ Marion County Public Schools
MC «§ 2025-2026 Instructional Calendar
July 2025 August 2025 September 2025 October 2025
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1st 9 Weeks - 48 Days | 3rd 9 Weeks - 45 Days - .
Weather Make-Up Options**
2nd 9 Weeks - 40 Days | 4th 9 Weeks - 47 Days L
Early Dismissal Days May Be Used for Weather Days
Total: 88 Days Total: 92 Days N

= Teacher In-Service Day - N

o School for Students

= Professional Learning - No School for Students
= Teacher Workday - No School for Students
= Two Hour Early Dismissal for Professional Learning and Collaboration

= School Holiday - No School for Students and Teachers

First Day of School

August 11, 2025
Last Day of School

May 28, 2026
End of Grading Period
October 16, 2025 - Quarter 1
December 19, 2025 - Quarter 2
March 12, 2026 - Quarter 3
May 28, 2026 - Quarter 4
Student Return from Winter Break
January 7, 2026

Teacher Work Day-

No School for
Students

October 17, 2025

January 5, 2026
March 13, 2026
In-Service Day:
January 6, 2026
Post-Planning
May 29, 2026

ovember 24, 2025 November 25, 2025 January 6, 2026
April 3, 2026

School Holiday - No School for Students and Teachers
September 1, 2025 - Labor Day

November 24-28, 2025 - Thanksgiving Break
December 22, 2025 - January 2, 2026 - Winter Break
January 19, 2026 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

February 16, 2026 - Presidents' Day
March 16-20, 2026 — Spring Break
April 3, 2026 — Mid-Term Break
May 25, 2026 - Memorial Day



ORIENTATION DATES SET!

Orientation Maplewood Elementary Aug.7 9:00-10:30
School Orientation | Times / Grade Levels Marion Oaks Elementary 8/8 9:00-9:30 (VPK and ESE);
Dat
ae (Alltimes AM unless indicated) 9:45-10:15 (K-2);
Anthony Elementary Aug. 7 8:00 - 8:40 (PreK, K and ASD); 8:40 - 9:30 (1-5) 10:15-10:45 (3-5)
Belleview Elementary Aug. 8 1:00-2:30 Marion Technical Institute Aug.7 1:00PM-2:30PM (elementary)
Belleview High Aug. 6 3:30PM (9" grade students only); Augip 14DOF N 27oukty nerandarn)
5:00PM-6:30PM (9-12) North Marion High July 31 9:00-12:00 (9" grade only);
Belleview Middle Aug. 8 8:00-9:30 AEE SORHZ0RH
(9™ grade and new students only)
(6™ grade and new students only)
- North Marion Middle Aug. 8 1:00PM-2:30PM
Belleview-Santos Aug. 8 9:00-10:30
Elementary (6™ grade and new students only)
College Park Aug. 8 8:30-9:15 and 9:15-10:30 Oakerest Elementary Aug.7 1:00PM-2:00PM
Dr. NH Jones Elementary Aug.8 12:00PM-12:45PM (VPK-2); Ocala Springs Elementary | Aug.8 8:30-10:00
1:00PM-1:45PM (3-5) Osceola Middle Aug. 8 9:00-10:00 (6" grade and new students only; last names
L)
Dunnellon Elementary Aug.7 10:00-12:00
10:30-11:30 (last names M-Z)
Dunnellon High July 31 9:00-12:00 (9™ grade only)
Reddick-Collier Elementary | Aug.8 10:00-11:30
Aug.7 4:00PM-6:00PM (10-12)
Romeo Elementary Aug.7 1:00PM-2:30PM
Dunnellon Middle Aug.7 2:00PM-4:00PM
Ross Prairie Elementary Aug.7 1:00PM-2:00PM (VPK, K,ESE only)
East Marion Elementary Aug. 7 1:00PM-2:15PM
Aug. 8 8:30-10:00 (last names A-L);
Eighth Street El t: Aug. 8 10:00-11:00
ighth Street Elementary ug 10:30-12:00 (last names M-2)
Emerald Shores Elementary | Aug.8 12:30PM-1:30 PM (PreK-K only); Sadillewood Elsmentary Aug. 8 12:30PM-2:00PM
1:30 PM-3:00PM (1-5) -
Shady Hill Elementary Aug.7 10:00-11:30
Fessenden Elementary Aug. 8 9:00-10:00
South Ocala Elementary Aug. 8 10:00-12:00
Fordham Early Learning 8/8 10:30-11:30 Sparr Elementary Aug. 8 10:00-11:30
Academy
Forest High Aug 67 = 001:00 Stanton-Weirsdale Aug. 8 8:30-10:00
(2-day Freshman Orientation) Elementary
Fort King Middle Aug.7 2:00PM (ESE only); Sunrise Elementary Aug.7 1:00PM-2:30PM
5:00PM-7:30PM (new students only)
Fort McCoy School Aug. 7 9-10:30 (K-2 and 4-8); Vanguard ngh JUly 31 8:30-11:00 (glh grade Only)
10:30 (3*'grade dnly) Aug. 7 5:30PM-7:00PM (new students only)
Greenway Elementary Aug. 8 1:00PM-2:00PM
Ty TS Y 0P ML T0EN Ward-Highlands Elementary | Aug.7 8:45-9:15 (VPK-K only);
Elementary
9:30-10:15 (grades 1-2);
Harbour View Elementary Aug. 8 12:30PM-1:30PM
Hillcrest Aug. 8 10:00 (new families); 11:00 (returning families) 10:30-11:15 (grades 3-5)
Horizon Academy at Marion Aug. 2 8:00-9:00 (new students only) West Port ngh July 31 Freshman Preview 8:30-12:00
Oaks
Howard Middle Aug. 7 2:30PM-4:15PM Aug. 6 (9" grade students only);
(6™ grade and new students only) 6:00PM-7:30PM
Lake Weir High July 31 9:00-12:00 (9™ grade)
Aug.7 5:30PM-7:00PM (new students only) (gm grade and new students Only)
Lake Weir Middle Aug.7 10:00-11:30 (6" grade and new students only) Winding Oaks Elementary AUg. 8 8:00-9:00 (VPK and ESE),
Legacy Elementary Aug. 8 10:00-11:30
9:15-10:15 (K-2);
Liberty Middle Aug. 7 1:30PM-3:00PM
Madison Street Academy Aug. 7 9:00-10:30 (grades 1-5) 10:30-11:30 (3-5)
Aug. 8 9:00-10:30 (VPK); "
Wyomina Park Elementary July 21 1:00PM-3:00PM

9:00-11:00 (K)




SINGLE MOM’S SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY

As Sister's Keeper celebrates it's fifth year, an educational scholarship made possible by %f,J
the Whitney Taylor Foundation will be offered at this year’s Sister's Keeper Empowerment
Brunch on Saturday, September 13, to empower single moms to pursue their dreams.

The Brunch will be held from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Circle Square Commons, 8395 S.W.
80th St., Ocala, FL 34481. Tickets Cost $70 per person. Sponsorships also available. The
event includes powerful speakers, engaging panel guests and meaningful conversations.

Whitney Monique Taylor was a vibrant, loving and determined young woman. She
became a mother shortly after graduating high school. Life wasn’t easy for the devoted
mother of two daughters, ZaRiyah and Journee, and it came with many challenges since
she received no support from their father. But she met those challenges with fierce love
and determination, and she worked hard to provide for her girls and give them a life full of joy, support and stability.

Taylor was the daughter of Pinkie Tuggerson the visionary founder of “l AM MY SISTER'S
KEEPER,” a women’s empowerment collective that creates a safe and supportive network
of sisterhood.

At 32, she passed away due to illness. In her final writings, she expressed one heartfelt
wish to see her daughters grow up and complete their education. She didn’t get to see that
dream fulfilled, but her legacy lives on through the Whitney Taylor Foundation Scholarship
created to carry forth her unwavering hope for her daughters and all single mothers who are
striving to create better lives for their children.

To be eligible, winners must attend the annual Sister Keepers Brunch. Two scholarships will be awarded and the amounts
will be revealed at the event. To apply, go to https://lwww.pinkietuggerson.com/whitney-taylor-foundation.

The deadline to apply for the scholarship is Wednesday, August 13, 2025.

PAMNE s TER R B S S SISTER'S KEEPER EMPOWERMENT BRUNEH

Yuit/ YOUR
BRILLIANCE
m EARLY SESSION FOR WOMEN IN BUSINESS

// SEPT. 13 « 9:00AM-10:15AM //

$35ADDON.—— EXPERT GUEST

HOSTED BY:

©BREONNA NG
ANDERSON ~ LESTER

NEESY E AR 'O F (24

Register now! www.pinkietuggerson.com
CIRCLE SQUARE COMMONS - 8395 SW 80TH ST. OCALA, FL 34481

PETERS DEIORIO

~ SEPTEMBER13TH.2025 ]

l Circle Square Commons 8395 SW 80TH ST. OCALA FL 34481

For more information, to purchase tickets or sponsor the event, go to https://www.pinkietuggerson.com.
10



~BACK 2
SCHOOL
" BASH

ATTENDEES WILL RECEIVE UPTO 3
OUTFITS. A PAIR OF SHOES. AND A
BACK PACK WITH SCHOOL SUPPI.IES
TO WEAR DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF
SCHOOL. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

AUGUS'T 2 2025
SILVER SPRING SHORES COMMUNITU CENTER

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO MAKE A TAX
DEDUCTIBLE DONA"ON CONTACT DANl[lLE
THORNTON AT 3!
THORNTON AT 407. 879 1036 Oﬁ EMAll US AT
AHHCOINC@HOTMAIL.COM

BOW IN THE CLOUD
PRESENTS STH ANNUAL

< g

BACKPACK

ND SCHOOL SUpPPLY GIVEAWAY

" Presents:
2" Annual
% [OFS C) j

> BA3G <

BAGHEAGHY

Yo g

AUGUST 2"° 2025
11-3 PM

LOCATION: 2150 € ANTHONY ROAD
ANTHONY, FL 32617

(ANTHONY COMMUNITY PARK)

(CerRAl
Froripa

Env] ]RONMENT'\L

S(Jl UTlENh
2-789-

@
¢

;4‘
-

Cummunyfé}
1725 N. PINE AVENUE G

392-299-6203 =

Reserve Your Tickets on Eventbrite 9am-6pm -

2nd

NS 2

4 SCHOOL SUPPLIES
BACKPACK DRIVE

./\

W \E%'IH

DROP OFF
URBAN STYLES
BARBERSHOP

PARTNERS
PACKING UP
KIDS 4
SUCCESS!!

"C oy,

T‘ CITRUS & MARION

- 3rd ANNUAL g
\’:’ SCHOOL ‘
“ SUPPLY

2.3

Sponsored By:
Make It Happen Painting LLC Breadwinner Transportation LLC
The Henry Group/ Always Prevail LLC

SUPPLIES EXTRAS

« 150+ BACKPACKS + 30FT INFLATABLE OBSTACLE COURSE
« PENS/PENCILS (PARENTS MUST SIGN WAIVER)
+ NOTEBOOKS/PAPER + LIVE DJ PLAYING KID FRIENDLY MUSIC

+ CRAYONS/GLUE STICKS . :m:&"kg‘é';“‘f)
- FOLDERS z (L)

S AP MOE FOOD TRUCK VENDORS

« THE TACO TRAILER

**FOOD WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE ONLY**

SEND ANY DONATIONS TO OUR CASH APP $352BACK2SCHOOL OR CONTACT
LADARRIUS THOMAS(352-229-1602) OR CORVIN HENRY(352-322-8525)

EUGENE MARTIN PARK
1739 W GENE MARTIN LANE,
DUNNELLON, FL

£l Saturday August 9th

&

LEGACY VIEW CHURCH INC. PRESENTS

12PM-~ 3PM

WHAT TO EXPECT
X SCHOOL SUPPLIES BAZAAR & GIVEAWAY
% FOOD VENDORS & FUN GAMES
% HAIR CUTS

LOCATION i

1734 W SILVER SPRINGS BLVD. OCALA FL, 34475

LEGACY VIEW CHURCH INC.

1-3:30pm
CUSTOM

D=xgwalker
TILE INSTALLATIONS

BACKPACK GIVEAWAY
& DONATION DRIVE

DOGWALKER RANCH
12150 N US HWY 441, OCALA, FL 34475

AUGUST 10TH - 12PM - 2PM

WE CURRENTLY HAVE 50 BACKPACKS
AVAILABLE

HOW YOU CAN HELP

e New backpacks

* Notebooks, pencils,
crayons, folders

* Monetary donations

CALL KENNY
(352) 875-6344




2NP ANN UAL

oWy

< %gfe @g}

CHARITY FUNDRAISER BENEFITTING

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

Early “BYRD"
Ticket Prices:
July 28 - August 18"

40|52
[m] 57 e a]

CLICK HERE
OR VISIT OUR
L WEBSITE:
Ll www.ebwchc.org

Children
under 10

Friday, September 12, 2025, from 5-8p

at the Ocala Downtown Market
for an evening of fun, music, libations, and savory
samplings of many of our community's different
restaurants, food trucks including beer & wine vendors.

You won't want to miss this event that will offer
something for every palate, Come Eat For a Cause!

352.875.2226 | www.ebwchc.org

Sponsored by..  House of Ruth (non-profit)
Look for Small Pavilion @
Liltian Bryant Park

2026

ms

€= DRAW ALL MEN MINISTRIES CHURCH

MR MOBILE SOLUTIONS
PRESENTS:

BACKS -~

SATURDAY
2ND AUGUST, 2025

DRAW ALL MEN
MINISTRIES
CHURCH

MPE

wf. «
) ‘ i

o

SNEAKER GIVE-A-WAY
FOOD VENDORS & FUN GAMES
MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT

IPHONE GIVE AWAY ] L ]
Slcinandiioin Taurean villams

Ice Ice Dreyton, DJ Gatman, Kut Different, SW Natural Beauty Care,
Urban Stylez Beauty & Barbershop, Family Vision Beauty Salon,
Sharon’s Hair Creations, My Power Ent., C/ Power Realty & more!

Performance by: Taurean Williams
1CEICE ﬂﬁ

IlHEVIIlI'

ovensor.avons o ity

Draw All Men Ministries Church (Inside)
1919 SW 27™ Ave, Ocala, FL 34472
From 12PM -2 PM
Doors open at 11:30am for Music & Fun

@352-361-8152

ll 352-619-1967 or Dr. Traci

For more info. Please cal

12

BACKPACK
GIVEAWAY

JOIN US FOR

S “LET’S THLKY &

.

INFORMATION SESSIONS
i FOOD & GAMES
SAT, AUG 2ND, 2025
10AM - 1PM

9225 SW 27" AVENUE .
OCALA, FL 34472

“-

WWW.NSGMBC.COM

REV. WARREN HARDAWAY, PASTOR

Let’s start the school year with
fun, friends, and fresh supplies! /

School supply drive with backpacks
given out (while supplies last).

Three raffles with prizes
$5 Kids' meals available during the event

FREE Bounce house, face painting,
haircuts and sidewalk chalk area

CULVERS OF OCALA
3637 W SILVER SPRINGS BLVD

)
3
S

From 10am until gon

House of God Church -

< Keith Dominion e
at 2830 NW 27 h Ave
~  Qcala, FL 34475 -




MONEY SMART TIPS

By Scott Hackmyer
IT°S HOT OUTSIDE! CHECK THE COOLANT IN YOUR CAR

Two different people talked to me last week about having to
take their cars to the repair shop because it was overheating.
Both of them were fortunate in that the problem was only due
to being low in coolant. With the summer hot weather upon
us if your car or truck develops this problem the first thing to
do would be to check your radiator fluid level before running
up a bill at a mechanic. If you are lucky this inexpensive
repair is one you can do yourself and save a lot of money. Be safe, check your
level when your vehicle is cool.

§99

When we worry about possible expensive repairs our home appliances come to
mind. Skilled labor repair rates are very high as are the cost of parts. Rachel
Wharton of the New York Times offers some advice when buying a new appliance
with future repair bills in mind. One of the reasons repairs are so high is due to all
the technology built into appliances today. One of her suggestions is to buy
appliances that only have the features you will use, skipping some of the luxury
features now available. Not only will you pay less but you will have less things to
break. She also warns about buying newly released models. These do not have
the test of time on their side and it may be smarter to buy a model that has been
out a year or two and you can see hundreds or thousands of ratings from people
who have used it. If you do need a repair, she encourages you to find a technician
with at least three years experience. When you get a new appliance, don’t forget
to read the manual. Often, they are full of tips for minor maintenance that will help
your appliance live a long and trouble-free life.

>

., l'was recently asked for advice on whether my friend should pay off

his mortgage. There is great satisfaction in doing this and no longer
. , having to make that monthly payment, keeping in mind you still

need to put money away each month for when your homeowner’s
> insurance and tax bills come. My first question to my friend was

whether he in paying interest on a credit card or other loan. You wouldn’t want to
use your available cash to pay off a mortgage at say 4% interest if you are paying
24.9% interest on a charge card. The investment firm Edward Jones will tell you
to make sure you have your emergency savings in place, a minimum of three
months but preferably even more, before doing this. They also suggest that if your
employer gives you a retirement fund match that it might make more sense to

increase your contribution there in order to get that free money which will then
continue to grow.

| write about this every year but it is time to mention it again. It may be summer
but | encourage you to start your Christmas/Holiday shopping now. Even if you
aren’t ready to buy things, at least start putting away some money every month
so you don’t end up with a large bill in December or January that puts you in a
position where you don’t have the money to pay your regular bills or end up
paying interest as you pay over time. If you buy items now make sure you focus
on things that you are sure the person won’t want to return. My suggestion is to
look at the total you spent on gifts last year, divide that amount by the number of
months between now and when your holiday bills will come and put that money
in a High Yield Savings Account. Search online for no fee,
no minimum balance accounts that pay at least 3.5% ~ CHRISTMAS
interest. Please also stay away from Buy Now, Pay Later ‘
< JuLY
offers. These tend to encourage you to spend more than . OALE!
you should and hit you with high costs if you end up not _“ e
being able to make your payments on time.

13

Business Spotlight

Business Name: Mr. Mobile Solution
No. of Employees: 2

Business Owner: Reggie and Megan Wright
Business Address: 1919 S.W. 27th Ave.,
Ocala, FL 34471
Business Phone: (352) 619-1967
What Year Did You Start Your Business? 2020

Hours of Operation: Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to
7 p.m. and closed on Sunday

Products and/or Services:
We offer Phone, tablet, game console repair and device
sales and accessories.

E-mail Address: store@mrmobileus.com
Website Address: www.mrmobileus.com

Are You on Social Media? Yes.
If yes, on what platforms?

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MRMobileUS

Instagram: @Mrmobileus

What or Who Inspired You to Start Your Business?
We wanted to provide a service to our community. It's
important that people know that they can get their
phone fixed by people they can trust.

What Makes Your Business Unique or What’s Your
Specialty?

We are a family-owned business and it shows. Our
customers are like family. We don't just take care of
the phone, we take care of the person. We care!

The Small Business Profile is FREE and open to small businesses located
in Marion County with less than 25 employees or solo entrepreneurs.

To have your business featured in an upcoming edition, please request
a form by emailing Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. Completed forms
can be returned via email or mailed to P.O. Box 6212, Ocala, FL 34478.




THINGS THAT ARE GOOD T0 KNOW!

Parents! Did you know that Florida’s new House Bill
1105 went into effect on July 1, 20257 The bill bans
cell phones completely during the school day for
most Kindergarten through eighth grade students —

? I \j ‘ no usage from bell to bell. High school students can
"D)QJJ‘)J‘) \J:) = ‘“‘) JJ only use phones outside of class or if a teacher
JJ | “JJ _3) )\ 5 gives permission in approved zones.

Families Should Talk Before School Starts:
Cell phone use during school hours is a huge

Interested in swim distraction because students get bombarded with

hundreds of notifications every day.

lessons this fall? What parents can do:

-- Sit down and chat with your kid about HB 1105.
-- Rehearse scenarios. What should they do if they
Let us know what works for you! feel anxious, bored or need to call you during the
: : day?
VLT U S P T e i -- Empower them with digital tools. Teach them how
to build healthy habits around phone use like
turning on “Do Not Disturb” or checking apps only
OCALAFL.GOV/AQuUATICS OCALA RIEEEi) »
(SRRt - Partner with the school. Even as the district rolls
— out a “learning period” with warnings first, it helps
when parents stay in the loop about school
enforcement expectations.
-- It's not about taking phones away forever, it's
| about helping kids focus during the school day and
| teaching them how to build healthier screen habits.

AFTER SCHOOL |
TUTORING

Certified Tedachers for Grades Ist - S5th

MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS
FROM 4:30PM-5:30PM

HOWARD ACADEMY COMMUNITY CENTER
306 Nw 7TH Ave, Ocald, FL 34475

Supporting them with clear expectations and
empathy is key.

House Bill
1105

\WHAT YOU NEED

Bans cellphones in i

Elementary & ' IKNOW ABOUT

Middle Schools

il FLORIDA

ol , =
celil);;?\:::ise w O U >4 = S E)JJ IJ l e
during

instructional time
in High Schools

contcct:

Dr Barbarda ). RBrooks
35287542237
www.ramciservices.org
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HONORING OUR@SZLEMBRAQNG oun%m
AUGUST10TH 9AM & 3:30PM

NUAY

WEAR YOUR GENERATIONS COLORS

| 19305 DARKBLUE 1940 LIGHT BLUE
) 1950' SHADES OF RED  1960'S SHADES OF PURPLE

*1990'S SHADES OF GREEN ﬂ‘)x
| MOUNTTABOR

Ao, 1kl

R/
4

rom Criief WAR,(RY

Lo ( W:
HELP FOR FAMILIES IMPACTED BY
GUN VIOLENCE

JOIN US FOR DINNER, AND LEARN HOW TO
MANAGE LIFE AFTER TRAGEDY.

« Grief is heavy — you don't have to carry it 1
alone. = e

. b
+ Trauma from gun violence can linger — *

healing begins with talking.

4 S "-'
* Your loved one’s story matters — therapy
can help you honorit.
HOSTED BY
STACIE GRAHAM-NEWMONES + You deserve peace, strength, and a pa
" FEATURED AUTHORS il
DR. FAITH ROBERTS GRAHAM I l n

PURPOSE ORIEN ED WOMEN !M’OW!RING REACNING SHELLIAN BETHEL

MONICA JACOBS
F[llnwsmp GATH[HI“G e =" DEPARTMENT CHAIR OF PSYCHOLOGY

TICKETS
%b'ﬂ%/ ﬂf W W EINCLUDES TIOKET » LuNCHe» BETHUNE-COOKMAN UNIVERSITY
CELEBRATING WOMEN IN LITERATURE !gjﬂ?ffjﬂ!ﬁﬂfﬁs RUGUST 3. 2025 | 5PM
ADDITIONAL VENDORS ON SITE 2
( SEIMRDAVAPOND 00 2025 00BN %00 PM ) FOR MORE INFORMATION TH E EB M I LLS LOCATION AT : ROBERTS CHAPEL 2739 SE MARICAMP ROAD OCALA
GNB MINISTRIES OF OCALA, FLORIDA INC. | soxecimeeesr, o, FOUNDATION
612 NW 4TH PLACE | OCALA, FLORIDA 34475 i S e aMAK oM OF FLORIDA
TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT GNB MINISTRIES OR BY CONTACTING STACIE GRAHAM-NEWMONES _
Tickets available at Greater New Bethel, 612 N.W. 4th Place, Dinner provided and Registration is FREE.
Ocala, FL., 34475 For more information, call (352) 622-3815 https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx
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Town Talk Magazine, P.O. Box 6212, Ocala, FL 34478

‘ PLEASE SAVE-THE-DATE

HONORING THE VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Dinner ~ Music ~ Giveaways ~ Survivor Testimonies ~ Vendors

Keynote Speaker i\
Melissa Dohme Hill s

Domestic Violence Survivor & Advocate |

Executive Director,
Hands Across the Bay

Thursday, September 25, 2025

5:30 p.m. 1o 6 p.m.
College of Central Florida,

 Tickets: $40 per person | _

\! FREE childcare for children 2 years old or older.
. For information, sponsorship opportunities

or to purchase tickets, scan the QR Code
4 or call Valerie at (352) 438-5990. 4
L4 " »




