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Remembering Mary Sue Rich:

A Trailblazing Leader

Dr. Jaiya John, Author & Poet
Releases New Book

MLK Day Celebration of Events

Nominations Needed for Veterans
Hall Qf Fame

NAACP Jubilee Celebration

County Commission Meetings
January 6 and January 20
9a.m.
McPherson Governmental
Campus Auditorium
601 S.E. 25th Ave.
Ocala, FL 34471

Ocala City Council Meetings
January 6 and January 20
4 p.m.
110 S.E. Watula Ave.,
Ocala, FL 34471

Marion County School Board
January 13 and January 27
5:30 p.m.
School Board Meeting Room
1614 E. Fort King Street
Qcala, Fl. 34471

OQur mi ssion s to record the rich history |
communi ty and share [ nformation mt hMar iionpaCo8




EDI TOR0OS DESK

TOWN a4

For as long as | can remember, I 6v
attending Watch Night service. It was just something we did maybe out of he
expectation or a wise tale | was told when | was growing up that whatever yc
were doing to bring in the new year is what you would be doing all year long

Until recently, | never realized, maybe you did, that there was a historical re
behind fAWatch Nighto services in A

In a Facebook post by Frank P. Green, Watch Night Services in Black communities can be

Sharing the good hhawsk htag peatithggr i ngs on December 31, 1862,
in our commu n i|]canetogetherin churches and private homes all across the nation anxmusly awaiting news
AEmanci pation Proclamationdo had actually
. Czd%yRS,Nﬁ Green he assumed t hat AWatch Nighto
az2yAOb . NEI Y -DNI/KellyiaKihe! a}\bflatz)/more Afro centric because that
O9RAG2NJ with the Black Church for that one servioc
azy A Ol . NEI y (] churchreassures themselves that they are inclusive when they really are not.
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t 2f A0& { G (S Btyhé stroke of midnight on January 1, 1863, Green said that all slaves in the Confederate !
I £ f adzoYAdaAr2ya Ve ¢elasedslegqjlydree. When thesnews was received, there were prayers, shouts and sc
LINE LIGNTi& 2F ¢24 ,Joy(eﬁ p?o le fe‘Jj{ P tge'r Ifng(ei/agd@anked God. Since that time, people of color have gatt
¢ KS 2LJ7\)/7\2)/51 éELJ ng y _ eards Eve to praise God
Lszo f A0l a2 y R2 y2[i gr@\gaécgmgm\ﬁefw%e m,@ﬁydnga@t welcome emancipation, encourages reflec
GKS GrASsa 2 ? ¢ 2 . e sor }?\a anree o IS ILsa%r Iectlon on thbqihstywals and
= A N . S0 A what the new yéar will have in store. It is a continuation of
Fyy2dzyOSYSydua r@;gﬁ g?gdprﬂ &hd renewal lie ahead.
400 YAGSR I NE & dzo e S ou uz NB Xs%gcllose anotﬁér chapter (2025) and embark on a new year (202
SRAsay3a | @ RS ON Aﬁﬂyml'le ‘
Monica Bryant what will you thank God for"_ -
| 2 y.u F O : A Monica T. Bryant, Edit(-)rl’own Tal k Magazine wishes you a Safe
¢ 2 Z‘q){] ¢¢ b fz 1|‘§ akl Subscribe with Us:
t . CH To receivefaeecopy via-mail, subscribeTaawntalkmagazine.org
h (“) F £ = C [ q Annual subscription (printed copy) via mail: $50

éopHmyme
2éy t1Y|3|TA
2 NJ gyalti1yYl
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THE L LI MAE STOKES COMMUNI

Bishop Chrlstopher Stokes never mtended to follow in the footsteps of his mother, who har* S
heart for the community she lived in. Born and raised in Micanopy, FL., he vowed thats! &8
was old enough to leave the small town that offered few opportunities for young ped 2
would never come back. 5

-

But after serving in the military, he returned home only:
that nothing had changed, and the same problems stit

AMy mother had nine chil
peMi ncome, but ensured that L d
Stokes said. AShe kept u our

E]@ Willie Mae Stokes, a community matriarch from Micano"
in 2011 at age 85. \

I't was his momdébs strong U TSy invol ve
and legacy of service that inspired him to carry on her leggsj He | e Ma e St
opened the Willie Mae Stokes Community Center in December of

"% 2017 to honor his mom for the work she did in the community. The mission is to educate you
Bi shop Chri st opsteengtherntke sommunity and build bridges between school, community and parent involven

Stokes, who was serving as the Career Resource Manager for the Gainesville Job Corps, said the buildingswhich curr
the center, was part of a charter high school and part of their program. When the school moved, the ceatamand the bu
available and they relocated the building t olkanushatc ur
the time, he hoped that people would see it the way he saw it.

The 1,200 sq. ft. facility can accommodate about 66 people which Stokes said creates a major space issue because tt
growing each week. The center, which serves students in first through 12th gFaitiesy, Ntonddy a.m. to 6 p.m.edpen

with four children and now serves more than 60 youth who receive literacy and math gains. Each family hedeves a turl
giving and every student in the program gets a gift for Christmas.

AThe community center strives to ensure each program
AWe instild]l in them that education is the new curren

Al t hough the center is funded through the Childrenos
financial support. His goal is to be able to purchase a shoestring so he can tell people that they operalgdon a shoestrin

AiSince we are a nonprofit, we operate doll ar ©ithto dol
the community center, | ocated at 355 N.W. 6th Ave.,

Follow Willie Mae Stokes Community Center on Facebook. For volunteer opportunities, contact Dolly Stokes, voluntee
at(352) 46@136or for more information or to support the center, contact Bish(§b3}d4@5&30r send email to
Bishopstokes2@gmail.com.

[ 4
46 WILLE MAE SIOKES
OMMUNITY CEN&ER

(385 KW 61 Ave

TheCommunity Spotliglti ghl i ght s a person, pl achappenmgraandéowrt i n Jour
so we can share y@aod Newsith others. Email submissiohswatalkmagazine@yahoo.com.
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Florida
HEALTH

Even with HIV, you can live a long, healthy life.

Say yes toa testto
protect your future.

For more information, call 352-644-2667
or visit Marion.FloridaHealth.gov.

Saturday
January 31, 2026
1MAM-2PM

(A quiet hour for children with

m
To Pre’ c h o o‘ sensory sensitivities begins at 10 AM)

Marion Oaks Community Center
294 Marion Oaks Ln, Ocala, FL 34473

¢ Learn about the many preschool options available in
Marion County and meet local preschool providers

Prevent exposure:

- Immunize pets and secure livestock
- Avoid wild or stray animals

- Never feed wild or stray animals

+ Receive assistance with VPK applications
¢ Free children’s activities

¢ Interact with trucks and emergency vehicles

Scan today to apply as a

G
vendor or truck exhibitor! For more information, visit

FloridaHealth.gov/Rabies
or call DOH-Marion, 352-629-0137

’ _ Early Learning | (352) 369-2315

Coalition « i www.ELC-Marion.org

Florida
HEALTH




New Year with New Resol

By Monica M. Jacobs, Teacher and Author of oMy N

=~ g . As the new year unfolds with fresh possibilities, you start planning for the blessings and
" ¥ " successes that I|ie ahead of you and you
| nd “about, right? | | ook at the new year |

make room for the new. As you make your
suggestion for a New Yearods resolution

_| Children will need your help to do this. | have learned that most parents and guardians \
||l east two jobs and may already voluntee
outside of school. Therefore, they may question why they should participate in school a:
Letds share some reasons!

The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) allows parents, guardians and teachers an opy
to collaborate and provide enrichment experiences for the students, the school and the
. 1 community. The PTO committee holds fundraisers for supplemental educational materiz
yyuREU mkprienkes for the school and supports interaction between the school and families. Fc
instance, you may wonder why your child is not going on better field trips or whether he/she goes on any fiel
Schools have limited budgets, and have experienced even greater budget cuts this year. A PTO committee ¢
raise funds to use for special projects.

The School Advisory Council (SAC) is a partnership between the school and parents or guardians. Being a

commi ttee allows them a voice in the direction o
the way that the Title |I money at their school i
as outlined by the School ds | mprovement Pl an.

Parent Data Nights provide time for parents and guardians to come to hear how the school is performing anc
child specifically relates to that data. SHrateg
families and teachers work together to improve student learning. Questions are answered, concerns are add
help is provided.

Attending other events such as school tutoring, Hispanic Heritage Night, Black History Month celebration ant
Night, etc. will help your child know how important school is to his/her family. Attending these events demon:
your family education holds a place of importance.

Additional Information Regarding Agehool Events:

School Event Time Frame Cost Meeting Frequency
PTO Approximately 1 hour | Depending on the school Usually quarterly or as
Approximately $920 per | needed
family
SAC Approximately 1 hour | No cost 3 times a year
Parent Data Night Approximately 1 hour 30 No cost Approximately two times
minutes a year

To reach Jacobs, contact hermal @facobsmonica628@gmail.com.

p



CELEBRATEINGEMEERERLIFE & LEGACY OF

THE HONORABLE

ARY

ERiCH

Public Visitalion L ying In Repose
Friday, January 2, 2025 Saturday, January 3, 2025
4:00PM-7:00PM 11:00AM
Saint Paul AME Church Central Christian Church
718 NW Seventh St, Ocala, FL. 34475 3010 NE 14th St, Ocala, FL 34470

Celebralion of Lile Interment
Saturday, January 3, 2025 Faith Memorial Gardens

12:00PM 3035 NW Blitchton Rd, Ocala, FL 34475 »
Central Christian Church

3010 NE 14th St, Ocala, FL. 34470

FUNERAL SERVICES ENTRUSTED T0:

SPEAKS FUNERAL HOME & CREMATIONS
ATLANTA, GEORGIA
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MARY SUE RI
A LIFE WELL
(1940

~

--1957Graduated from Howard
High School

---Graduated from Central Flori
Community College (now the C
of Central Florida) and the Univ
of Central Florida (UCF) with a
degree in criminal justice.

--1972Worked for the Florida
Department of Corrections for 2
years, retiring in 2003 as a seni
supervisor.

--Cofounded and led First Step
which helped individuals on pro
with basic needs and toys for
children for Christmas.

--Distinguished Service Awards
the Florida Council on Crime an
Delinquency and Central Florid:
Community College.

--1995Made history as the first
African American woman to be
elected to the Ocala City Coung
representing District 2 in Northy
Ocala.

--2001Distinguished Alumni Aw
by the College of Central Florid
Foundation.

--2003Helped create the REAC
program, which worked to unite
cultures in the city as part of the
Racial Harmony Cultural Aware
Taskforce.

20

Lg] Hopkins fondly remembers all the times Mary Sue Rich would stop by their hc
and rO%{off little things for her mother, who was ill, when

nobohy sEcBhne by.

F?O%kl ns said sheds know
they use to attend church together at St. Paul A.M.g
Church. She said Rich, who was a senior supervisf
her when she worked for the Florida Department o
Corrections as a probation and parole officer.
was genuine. You

da
dlieyl © !
shhé was coming from or

esrsa\tYd. AnShe was who she
stood. There was no guessiI

Rich, a community pioneer, died on December 18, at tHelary Sue Rich
age of 85.

Al will miss her smil e, heffactdaawagsr n f
@aid it with a sense of humor , 06 Hopkin
and for this community, and she belie

Rich, who was born on August 31, 1940 in Ocala, FL., was adopted as an infant ar
Baions ed i n Ocala where shebés | ived her
Ocala to flourish and be a place where families were happy and successful.

A leader and staunch advocate for racial harmony, community development, educe
drohnecreation initiatives, the achievement she was proudest of was serving on the
&ouncil because it allowed her to make decisions that improved lives. When asked
sshe wanted to be remembered, Rich said for doing wig
fair and enhancing the lives of people in the communijgess

When she decided not to seelecgon in 2019 after

serving on the Ocala City Council for 24 years, at her’ %
jneeting that year, her fellow Counciimembers voted t

new community center, located at the site of the o

ak Charcoal Plant, in honor of her extensive civic a

community service.

Wﬂen interviewed about t
adaughter, Brittani Griffin, said knowing the center wasf

hard work an
a way as
Love. She

I am honored
The groundbreaking for the Mary Sue Rich Community Center at Reed Place, whic

WTo see her
Bonored in such
s ai d. iShe i s
megsmani t ar i an.

Ruth Reed and Ma
1 S

--2005United Way Humanitariafionored Rich and Ruth Reed for successfullpg&tggltOak charcoal plant closed

of the Year Award.

--20141inducted into Howard
Academyds Mar.i
History Museum Hall of Fame.

--2023L e Roy Col | i
Her oo Distingu

down in 2006 after 30 years of operatierigld in January 2021. The 41,750 square
foot, twstory building, estimated to cost $10.3 million opened in 2023.

rior to enipg, Griffin said what she admired most about her grandmo
ﬁe‘?FlGﬁE—?ﬁ Ehﬁes{acig) shegi/\;atc gd er in so many arenas and with so many differet
battles, whether it was city business or her own personal business, and she had th
ha was uHwaveng. o w n
inSvhed sAhlewwmnif oAwsadgmet hi ng, when she
going to fight and sheds not going
Indeed she was. She never gave up and she fought until the end.

W

t o

Well done Mrs. Rich! The life you lived speaks for you. You will be missed!

T
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Christopher Stokes always knew he wanted to be in ministry, but growing up he
sports and desired to be a sportscaster to do spgitaglay

~

Al remember applying to the Col umbi
Voi ce, but | had no money for schoo
would | ove to have the privilege an

But in 1983, Stokes, the seventh of nine children born to Willie Mae Stokes, trul
desire to be in ministry, but he was scared, so in 1984, he joined the military ins

But it would only be a matter of time since preaching was a part of Stokes blooc

Bishop Chrlstopher stokesgrandfather, the Rev. Ethel Daniels, was a preacher, pastor and he served as a

Presiding Elder in the African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME); and his uncle
Rev. Richard D. Daniels, was a pastor and Presiding Elder in the (AME) until he retired.

It took 13 years for Stokes to finally accept his call into the ministry. He stopped running on October 26,
Al't differs in the sense that |1 6m stil!l using

Born and raised in Micanopy, FL., the small town is all

he knows. Prior to starting New Beglnmng Chri Sk X
Worship Center (NBCWC) in August of 2013,
brother and sister joined him and were part of

ministryds i mpl ement ser
pastor of Ward African Methodist Episcopal C

Micanopy; Greater Mt. Olive African Methodistit#

Coleman, FL.; and Mt. Pedro Missionary Bapti g

Chur ch, FI emi ngt on, s s n

and trusted voices of guidance and wisdom.

On July 20, 2019, he was consecrated to the ¢ : T
Bishop and serves as the Presiding Bishop of : M g |
Beginning family of churches, which consists ¢&-—— :
churches located in Micanopy, Coleman, Tamf .

Clearwater, Florida. ' B
New Beglnnlng Christian W
Stokes is planning for the future because their biggest

challenge has always been space from the beginning. The current church is about 1,000 sq. ft. and can
people on a good day, but its membership is about 100.

AThe building is in need of repair and we need
said. AOur ministry survives on Goddés grace an
provides. Always have, always will .o

Stokes said their message is every time you enter our doors, you will have a chance for a New Beginni
School is held on Sundays at 9:15 a.m., followed by Morning Worship at 10 a.m. Bible Study is held onl
Tuesdays from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. To join, use MeetiB§29L894. Passcode is 433738 or participate by phor
using One Tap Mo#@5) 224968.

In March of 2026, Stokes plans to open a new 5,000 sq. ft facility that can seat more than 220 people. T
which sits on 1.5 acres and located at 815 North Division St., in Micanopy, israbedtargtreatexisting
church.

Once the new church opens, the former | ocation

Continued on page 9
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Continued from Page 4

The move will be bittersweet for
Stokes, who said
walking into the place where it all
started for him.

Ry g

i He visits the new church every-
¢ day, sometimes three to four

THE NEW BEGINNING |88
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP | (S5

~mr g times a day, and every Sunday

~ g morning he parks his vehicle at
-fthe new church and walks to the
_ old church.

~

— I have a chair
=, and just bask in what Ggd is

'ehzj'gRqreazawwm oA e Zs &i B

Stokes said his wife Dolly and sons Dominique, Sean and McKenzie are amaz
his strength. He has battled cancer three times, and in July of 2017, their lives
changed forever when Sean, at age 17, was tragically kileteelanépur

accident.

AMy family has been my rock and wit
them, 0 he said. |l try to be as tra
truly believe and know that the Lord has been gracious and kind to me, and if |
does anything else for me, hebds alr

e
i

Stokes said his desire to honor God, his mother, his son and his family is what
motivates him to keep going.

] : r motto is Come As Our Gues
9RaqregzZ3aiq aG¢ AT 7237 2 WP T
e

FORER R
"rﬂr&ibti‘\

* Future Home of New Beginning
| Christian Worship Center

Y LOCATION SAME ANOINTING”

Established 2013

NBCWC is a Multi Cultural Non
Denominational Ministry whose f
is Loving God and The People oi
By Changing the way we do Chu

Call 852) 23030%or more
information, follow them on Face.;
athttps://www.facebook.com/
NBCWC35ar VisiNBCWC.ORG. Future home of New Beginning Chri

ey
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Dr. Jaiya John, a celebrated author and poet, recently unveiled his latest book,
‘Wildflowers Praying at Midnight,' in Ocala, Florida. Thhastedtbgdlpha

Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. and the Sankofa Public Library, featured an intima
conversation and book signing at the MarySue Rich Community Center at J
on Tuesday, December 23.

Dr. John shared his deep connection to Ocala where his ancestors lived ¢
currently lives. He also expressed his desire to help people reconnect wit
nature through his work.

The concept of the book AWiI |l dfl owd at
humanity has faced numerous challenges, particularly in the last few years. A

we've become disconnected from our true nature due to our prolonged expos

materialism, capitalism and individualism.

Johnods bookees : : J

our souls, encouraging
us to recall our inherel
value and resist the
notion that our worth i
determined by externe
factors.

oy WILDFLOWERS

205 ==Y B PRAYING AT
§ | * MIDNIGHT
e must recognize oL

individual strengths ar / y ‘ ‘ . ) : - N || POETIC VERSES, STORIES, PRAYERS,

DEVOTIONS, AFFIRMATIONS, INCANTATIONS,

the pOSitive impaCt we N 1 _ " ‘ / A \ SOUL SUMMONING, AND MYSTIC DREAMING
can have on the worldjsges | aer V- f

Y

JAIYA JOHN

Nf§ Em EE?E?M[§AMeENEA

Marion County we need your help with nominations for

our Marion County Veterans Hall of Fame inaugural cla:
If you know someone you feel deserves this honjor, plea
read the following:

The Marion County Veterans Hall of Fame was
established to honor the more than 45,000 vetergns

[ l' : . ,¢/
i calling our community home.
MARION COUNTY ... -

Annual nominations are accepted until Jan. 31. Inductee
VETERANS HALL OF FAME
i@; 2026

are listed on a display within thel@aatmn County
Veterans Memorial Park.

Please viditttps://www.marionfl.org/vetshalloffaiorethe nomination fdvtarion County is proud to serve those

who have served. For more information on the Florida Veterans HallFdbrdaveteisinsHallOfFame.org

Vets Helping Vets USA



https://www.marionfl.org/vetshalloffame?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExM255ajJuVExwVmhRV2Y5dXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5wFrC8HAWE9ft01xO7pPR5-GPZhez2t1m3VV_kbpU_Zj8-5irmFP5SXcQLVg_aem_-XSnOCdleM0pN2gUIxdHtg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FFloridaVeteransHallOfFame.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExM255ajJuVExwVmhRV2Y5dXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6j0Ijg8aEvh6WsEizj5ZtNhHMtZQ9sqgDnrTAsWWX6dBLT7Q_LBfzU3aYSUw_aem_qf5zNU1coZORl-PfRy
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransHelpingVeteransUSA?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbiGBIkIGyZbFWBnet3A_65JAPsmoZ8vWtDVlsWdXXB8zrs0UFt6rxCrBFLvTbM_QnMlN3l0O1pwXf-lgiD6wyvqTzV0h_9ymP9zreca9vyrxU2ZOQGJRol47pNs8A4p7xA-CyTyeJP26GiW5DqlcoeoE0hjFX2rn5_CfRZ7VuHELpeC2u17r5deDSxQDw0




