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Get
Involved

County Commission Meetings
January 7 and January 21
9a.m.
McPherson Governmental
Campus Auditorium
601 S.E. 25th Ave.
Ocala, FL 34471

Ocala City Council Meetings
January 7 and January 21
5p.m.
110 S.E. Watula Ave.,
Ocala, FL 34471

Marion County School Board
January 14 and January 28
4 p.m.
School Board Meeting Room
1614 E. Fort King Street
Ocala, FL 34471
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EDI TOROS DESK

Out with the old (2024), in with the new (2025).

As the new year approaches, | start thinking about what | want
change, improve or just | et
goals, not resolutions, that | wanted to accomplish such as stoy
working so much, take time for myself and take better care of

myself, something we all probably need to do.
hews happening
tAg 2024 has come to a close, | realize that those goals are still a work in pro

since | always put the needs and wants of everyone else before mine.

CNEF Y DE,NJ/p@uy;%sftscrolled;\thrgugryFacebook recently, | saw a post from a friend that simp

AWhat i s your
myself, my word is Authentic!

Afword of t he

year o f

httheBdstaying true to my own personality, values and beliefs, without trying
be someone 1 6m not, even when face
Being authentic is about presenting my genuine self to the world, including n

{62¢§ I I O1Ye SNiand strengths and acting in alignment with my inner value.
9ft IAY /I NBf2¢]
Yep! Thatdés my priority and focus
gu¢|-f to take etter care o my s e an
[ & 1 k b f | f d
2S gbyid G2 KSt Mafdﬂ&t oue \%/W&t sglour Word focus or priorities for 20257?
OYI At €2dzNJ adzo YAaaA
d2YY S v i & 2 NJ Neq ggga Igeéeﬁrg some tlﬁ)szfor starting the new year off right:
¢yl t Yl 31T AY gpaﬂg% als that are specific, measurable, attainable, rele
A A 7 dt| u can settehoror loagrm goals. If setting
thM@SdRS 2;/ul
Oy YS YR LIK2 YS s e s§verwhelm|ng start with smaller goals initial
« past | at went well, what you accomplished, an
SdzoYAaar2yd 58 yéﬂ%a tbe e
az2yRl e 27 Sl OK $orhdthing de of your comfort zone and try a new activity ¢
T2t € 26AG3ILINZE § &R xp%r?eb(

— ——| AUpdate your budgeReview your financial goals and update your budget for-
t2tA0e { Ul USYasyear Gonsider any changes in your business, like new expenses o rev
I £ f gdon)\aa)\Z)/aéh YS UKS
LINE LISNLé 2F ¢26) rAP?a'ctf:cé seJEa'reE'I' bide éa)(esofbyourself and make time for things that are
¢KS 2LAyArAz2ya SHL
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iKS GrS6A 2F ¢28 éré? gég%?/i;n social media about health,
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
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' Make 2025 the year you start your New Years Resolution to began a hea
style. Join the citywide step challenge! The challenge starts January 1. G
motivation you need to improve ycoeinwgland feel better from the inside
out. The challenge i s fun, compe
healthy together Ocala!

It is super simple.

1. Download the AMP 2 hatps;://mchdt.org/amp/downleagl)
2. Pick your city council/district

3. Start walking January 1st

> aMe City of Ocala District Map
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Councilmember Barry Councilmember Ire SAAL S
Maﬂsﬁeld S Team Bethea, sr',s Team arion County Hospital District
Healthy Ocala Zone 1 iiaaithy OcalazZone 2 .
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Councilmember Jay g‘::;‘:ri!:‘:e'::‘e’ Kristen e i: o

Musleh’s Team _*
Healthy Ocala Zone 4 o

Healthy Ocala Zone 3 : B

Zip codes: 34474 Zip codes: 34471 'm". -
€ J L
) Download the Active Marion

Councilmember Jim Project 2 (AMP2) app, join a team, SCAN ME

Hilty, Sr.’s Team and start stepping!

Healthy Ocala Zone 5 a N
GETIT ON
® Google Play
[\ /|

Zip codes: 34470
TheCommunity Spotlighti ghl i ghts a person, pl achappenmgrendéowt i n Jowr
so we can share y@aod Newsvith others. Email submissiofsaatalkmagazine@yahoo.com.
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SUCCESS STARTS WI TH

By Elgin Carelock, Chairman of the Greater Ocala Community Development Corporation

As business people and entrepreneurs, we visit platforms such as
gain knowledge, build networks and potentially do business with ¢
but do we fully understand what it takes to bring our plan to fruitio

We have all heard the axi om,
but | wanted to share a thought with you regarding us applying ths
axiom to ourselves.

How well do we really know, like and trust ourselves?

Do we take the time foramséssment, realization and inventorying
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats?

Simon Sinek's "Start with Why" philosophy emphasizes the importance of defining the purpose, mission, or
organization before delving into the "how" and "what." By starting with a clear and inspiring "why," businesse
effectively connect with their audience, inspire loyalty and drive meaningful engagement.

But is that possible if you dondt fully wunder st a

Selfawareness is a fundamental cornerstone in building strong relationships with potential customers and pe
general. By being aware of our own biases, triggers and emotional responses, you can approach interaction
open and ngndgmental mindset.

In the realm of business and marketiagjaseliess helps us tell our story in a way that reflects who we are, our

values and expectations. ltés this | evel of tran

More importantly, this truthfulness with yourself will allow you to exemplify your value to your customers anc
community and attract customers with your unique perspectives, skillsets, products and services.

Simply stated, we mu!
be the best version of
ourselves in order to
reach the level of
success we desire.
Whether that means
going back to school,
taking classes to imp
areas of weakness,
finding a mentor, consulting with a mental health ¢ 'a
or hiring a coach, finding those who agree with yo1 3
and expectations can only happen if you know Wi ges
are.

You have to be willing to take a deep look into all
facets of your personality to be able to create a pifeXo 4|
service that not only solves a problem for someo :
but is consistent with who you are and is demonsi
every interaction people have with you and your &

Finally, sedfwareness not only paves the way for
meaningful and authentic connections but also co BARTINERSH I B

to the lonterm success of relationships and busing WITH

interactions by nurturing trust, mutual understand |
effective communication. ==l ? H EAVE N



2ND ANNUAL BRICK CITY BLUEGRASS F

The City of Ocala Recreation and Parks Department will host its second annual Brick CIT"
Bl uegrass Festival on Saturday, Februafr
from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. This festival offers residents and visitors an opportunity to enjoy g\
afternoon of live bluegrass music from a selectignafrvelitional and regional bands ipfs

a familyriendly outdoor setting i 2

options. Beer and wine WI|| also be available for purchase. Attendees are encouragewgg
their own chairs to fully enjoy the day in arelaxed, opere nvi r onment at =9 g t i zens

The 2025 lineup includes The Wandering Hours, Unspoken Tradition, East Nash Grass, Pert Near Sandstor
Arkansauce. These performers are recognized across the bluegrass community for their unique takes on tra
modern bluegrass, blending intricate instrumentation and vocal harmonies. The festival will appeal to bluegr
enthusiasts and newcomers alike, providing a range of music styles within the bluegrass genre.

Ticket Information:
1 Advance Ticket$25 per person (Available Dec. 1 through Jan. 31, 2025)
1 Dayof Tickets$30 at the gate

Tickets for children 8 and under and veterans are free and may be obtained in advance or at the gate. Ticke
purchased atww.ocalafl.gov/brickcitybluegrass

Sponsorship Opportunities:
Businesses and organizations interested in sponsoring the event are encouraged to contact Brooke Perry
atbperry@ocalafl.gder more information.

Marion County Chapter S " s s
The Chormef)':es |an @g\%ﬂ’ﬂmﬂf Irl ARTSCENTER D#IIHAE%'T%E @go

I P

HUMAN 2025

- FUNDRAISING
mmunity GAILA

are n e ss Ev E "T Benefitting Arts Programming & Music Education

1 .i‘HJ A N . February 13, 2025

.
e‘ \ 2 —
c 6:00 PM | Reilly Arts Center
WORLD DAY AGAINST Black Tie Optional
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

F
.. g
-
" Jo I “ “ S! Join us for an elegant evening of

1AM TO 3 PM exceptional entertainment at the
£, 305-282-4585 Reilly Arts Center!
SCANTO
REGISTER Tickets $150

Includes dinner and drinks

Guest SDﬁﬂKB[S'

Educa l ion & Fun! Visit reillyartscenter.com/gala
#1GIVEHOPE for event details and tickets

or call 352-351-1606.
505 NW Martin Luther King Jr Ave, Ocala, FL 34475



http://www.ocalafl.gov/brickcitybluegrass
mailto:bperry@ocalafl.gov

Foward Academy Conmmuuily Cesiter

SAVE THE DATE

Black History

A l/(g/ﬂ' of Stars”

This formal gala is an annual event that acknowledges
the accomplishments and contributions of
individuals to the Ocala/Marion County, FL

community. If you would like to nominate someone
e for the Black History Museum Archives, stop by our g
office for an application or use the link below to
submit online. Proceeds from this event will go to
Howard Academy Community Center to continue
providing programs for the community.

Friday, February 28, 2025
6:30 in the evening

Venue: College of Central Florida Klein Center

For more information, please call (352) 671-4175

f @Howard Academy (v it Vv Ww.marionschools.net

Use the lirkitps://form.jotform.com/23317412170&0d@cess the application. If you prefer to fil
out a paper application, stop by the office. For more information conta@b@)r6Fiteat

C



https://form.jotform.com/233174121704042?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR108cc6t3xdAaQ0zqMF1HcmUoYBrmpTbd8pco7GhiU6XyCgESDbZzyQ-Dw_aem_Dpt4bwk3fTvilfkz1ScjvA
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Patricia Tomlinson has worked as an arts professional for the past 22 years and believes in the healing
the arts.

Before becoming an art curator, Tomlinson previously served as the Public Arts Coordinator for the Ste
Mexico. After serving 13 years at the Denver Art Museum in Colorado, she moved to Florida and was t
at the Appleton Museum of Art where she became increasingly engaged with the Arts in Health commt
sought to integrate art therapeutics into her curatorial work.

i > . .01 6m a, passi on-ehangingenefits ofmreamd | stové to intbgeate thésé advancement
»atarBra T AQTrug2% ¢t y onger, healthier communities, o she

Arts in Health Ocala Metro (Al HOM) will be hosdbnhng a
2330 N.E. 8th Rd., Ocala. On January 19, February 23, and MareG &2, Res&eBeries will be held from 2 p.m.to 4 p.m
at AIHOM. The workshops, open to anyone 17 years and older, will be led by three artist practitioners; tsoetta Bell, Be
and Natasha JeBrerre. The cost is $15 per workshop or $35 for all three.

Registration is required. Gdhtcala.ordo register or for more details.

AIHOM is a ngnofit organization that uses the arts to positively impact the physical and mental health of thi@@ommunit
County, Florida. Founded in April 2022, the orrgagni za
2023.

Tomlinson, the executive director of AIHOM, said their team of 13 multidisciplifSEERTRE 518 e I BB S5
workswith intellectually disabled adults, veterans, youth in fogisk taemsapeopl Is Moving

with dementia and other underserved populations. She said AIHOM differs fro to a New Location
organizations that create art with the public in two key ways.

1.3 MILES DOWN
THE ROAD!

2330 NE 8th Rd.
Ocala, FL 34470

AFirst, we f-goodipsocessmirceatingmathér than ori aefinished
project, o0 she said. fASecond, we col
arts are good for the body and mi nc¢

Come check out
our new space!

I'n the past two years, Tomlinson s
powerful art interactions that led to feelingsstéemlfreported in intellectually disa
adults, achieving clinical goals with speech pathology patients and stress rele:

experiencing trauma. -

OPEN HOUSE

Friday, January 10, 2025
1-4PM

AIHOM is funded by public donations, grants, business support and foundatio .- B
said the administrator coordinator is usually in the office Monday through Frid: ﬂmi : mm@hnfam

to 2 p.m. but since they have a s m: EIW" e i o voe
to the office.

Connect with AIHOM on Facebfamlebbok.com/aihocala.aagd Instagramaihocala To | ear n mor e ab
mission, to donate or volunteer, visit their waihsibalat org

oemed _.2_  Cost:$15 or $35 for all 3 workshops! Cost: $15 or $35 for all 3 workshops|
y w d;(f Kindpegs .® ..- P IN CoNTro|
i l S&Q/W Rea ey o . QR—(NW eael, e
¥ L L Wg RECoNNERT
z = Affirm | e W
predby v \Jision B o Courage A irmation Bracelet reative Writing
wne  \ision Boar raly)
Oretty Led by P w Ky P h py A ana Workshop
2 gy Workshop eactit foner ¢ v Led O et e
R q p{ . oract! : "
CREATED FOR WOMEN, BY WOMEN Hudso” mbe% yOW(/ earms ‘J an-Pier’e (ml/()(’/ét/‘ }}0 wu @eams p WONEN:
oR
CREATED FOR WOMEN, BY WOMEN C
Ages17+  sunday, February 23,2025 Ages 17 + Sa“”dayz' Mfz‘;},’wzl 2025
/4 Sunday, January 19, 2025 2 -U4PM
s 2 -4PM Join us for a fun and meaningful workshop where you'll create your Discover the healing power of words in this inspiring workshop focused
own custom affirmation bracelet! Use beads, charms, and words of on self-care and personal well-being. Through guided prompts and
Join us for an inspiring workshop to design your empowerment to design a piece that inspires positivity and self-love reflective exercises, you'll explore your thoughts and emotions in a safe,
dream future! Craft a personalized vision board i, SUEECRLESEEE
What to Expect: 7 =
s, words, and creativity to set I 5
e ";9 mao:: Mt’r o "% ”fa ‘: Y £0 set your qm; Koy + Guided bracelet-making in a supportive, creative space 3 5 What to Expect
niditaluspEaChn el lpslnlebmneipege Al Rl €0y, « All materials provided % : « Journaling and creative w ctivities to nurture self-awareness
guide you in visualizing aspirations, sparking « A chance to reflect, connect, and express yourself “enoyen” + Techniques to reduce str promote mindfulness
motivation, and turning dreams into reality, « A welcoming community ing and connection
Materials provided. Bring your imagination! Leave with a beautiful reminder of your inner strength and the power
. of affirmations. Perfect for all skill levels! No writing experience needed-just bring an open heart and a desire to
Register: care for yourself through the art of storytelling.
Register: h_mz§ /lai bg;g la.networkforgood.com/events/80U02 s =,
https:/aihocalanetworkforgood.com/events/§0400- our-dreams-affirmatigfERIRESIE . Register: - https://aihocalanetworkforgood com/events/g
manifest=yon=dreams uisionzhoazeworkshop : i 0405-manifest-your-dreams-creative-writing
WORKS! S Vi #2 AFFIRMATION 2, - .
WORKSHOP S BO AFFIRMATION ti® N
Bl VE WRITING
BRAC
— Visit aihocala.org for details Visit aihocala.org for de =
R T Arts in Health Ocala Metro Arts in Health Ocala Metro
rts in Health Ocala Metro
2330 NE 8th Rd, Ocala, FL 2330 NE 8th Rd, Ocala, FL
2330 NE 5;2;2;10., Ocala, FL ey o
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Shirley Wright knows that the efforts of Marion
a difference in uniting the community, but, she said, the impact is not as powerful and attendance has been

Wright said several committee members previously heard Bishop J. Nathan Paige, Senior
of Victorious Life Church, who is said to have a profound way of delivering his message to
audience, and they hope he can boost att

Ecumenical Service on Sunday, January 19, at 5 p.m. at New St. John Missionary Baptist
~ 2251 N.W. 2nd St.

Ecumenical services are a way to honor the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. and promote
cooperation between congregations of different faiths.

King believed that the Christian doctrine of love and the Gandhian method of nonviolence
powerful weapons for oppressed people eoohthahities can't survive if they are divided into opposing groups
everyone does not agree on an overarching set of values.

According to his biography, Paige, a gifted musician and an anointed singer, is a man of Passion, Purpose ¢
Through his radical delivery of the word and his anointed leadership, many souls have been brought to Chri
have been uplifted and inspired.

AWe thought it would be a great idea to get s o0me
involved with the Commission for over 35 years and serves as chairperson of the Ecumenical Service and £
AnKing was for all groups of people and they woul

About the Speaker

Bishop Paige received his elementary and high school education from the Dough
School System. He holds a degree in Church Music from Darton College and gra
Bachelor of Arts & Master of Arts Degree from Grand Canyon University in Christ
an emphasis in Leadership. He is wor
from Georgia Southern University.

In 2006, Paige was consecrated to the Episcopal office of Bishop in the Lord's CF . \ .
was appointed as Chief Production and Arts Officer for Kingdom International
Bishop Eric D. Garnes is the Presiding Prelate. &

He is an Academic Advisor in Enrollment Management at Albany State University £ = & M

Founder of Hands of Hope Community Organization, CEO/President of Nateesz

Inspirational Clothing, LLC., founder of True Glory Choir and a noble member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity
Paige is married to Lady Michele Paige and they have one son.

Other events the Commission has planned include the annual Prayer Breakfast, Wreath Ceremony, Historic
the Day in the Park.

Former Governor Bob Graham signed Executive Ordruxging3-lorida to have algegrcelebration to
commemorate King for his contribution to our nation and the world. The Marion County Commission complit
governor6s request and a committee was formed toc
principles King fostered.

The Mass Brotherhood March was initially held in Ocala on January 25, 1986. It began with a brief ceremon
courthouse steps and ended at St. Paul A.M.E. Church. The next march, the Brotherhood March, was held |
1992 and included the dedication of the monument at the MLK Park. A march has been held in Ocala annuz
2021 when it was canceled due to the pandemic.

Hundreds of people usually participate in the local march set for Monday, January 20, at 9 a.m. on the Dow
in Ocala. The Day in the Park held from 10 a.m. teseptsxaghomage to the legendary Motown, Philadelphia a
R&B sound, brought to life by The All Stars Sensation Band, featured performers at the gvent, ., page 9

y



Continued from page 8

The third Monday in January is designated a federal holic
remember Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the slain civil rights
Marion County will join other communities nationwide to ¢
Ki nogtld erthday. At 8 a.m. participants start lining up
downtowrBuses will transport walkers from the MLK Com
the racquetball courts to Downtown Ocala from 7 a.m. to

Wright said prayerfully attendance will not be affected sin
second inauguration of Donald Trump is on the same day
March.

ADi vision shoul dnot occur
should be designed to bri
she said.

CALILINIE AL

A complete schedule of events, including contact informa VOULUNTEERS!
each event, is listed on the back page.

MARION COUNTY DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING COMMEMORATIVE COMMISSION

MARY SUE RICH CENTER

e

KINGJR £ |
YOUTH DAY 2 *

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
1812 NW 21ST AVE OCALA, FL

IN CONJUNCTION WITH:
MARION COUNTY FAITH COMMUNITY,
MLK COMMITTEE, LOCAL GREEK ORGANIZATIONS

PLEASE LOAD YOUR CARS WITH
NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS TO DONATE TO OUR
LOCAL FOOD PANTRY

JANUARY

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES R o T
FACE PAINTING  BOW TIES & BELTS NUTRITION STARTING AT 9:00AM
BASKETBALL ETIQUETTE FITNESS/EXERCISE 1205 NW 4TH ST, OCALA, FL 34475
VULLEYBA LLEGE BOUNDINFO MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ACCEPTED.
NI ° . ihworth for mitreifahmatier (362) 207-6038 PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO : INTERFAITH EMERGENCY SERVICES



Third Edition! Coming $oon...

SMALL BUsSINESs & COMMUNITY RESOURCE DIRECTORY
SERVING OCALA/MARION AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES

Let’s Do Business

Zc;&%% W Can erve Our Gommunitios Better.

2024 Top Supporters

College of Central Florida ADVERTISE YOUR
Ocala Housing Authority BUSINESS OR
Floria Department of Health SUPPORTING NON-PROFIT
in Marion County
North Central Florida AFL-CIO LOCAL ORGANIZATION
RAMAL Educational & WITH US.

Soclal Services; Inc. BUS lNEs SES For Information email
Estella Byrd Whitman Well- hhp5032c@icloud.com

ness Center MATTERS! or call 352-286-1772.

Reynolds Pressure Washing &
Lawn Care

PUBLICATION DATE:

Freddie King Home Décor N ST
NAACP 5114 - Marion County ONLINE & PRINT

Interfaith Emergency Services ]AN / FEB.
2025
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