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A PirateTheme Litereress Pro&ram

A New Faith Community and
Wholistic Recovery Program for
Women Set to Open in Ocala

Are You Eligible for the Inflation
Reduction Assistance?

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
Celebrates 113th

When She Makes More Money

Remembering Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Join the Celebration:
A Day On, Not a Day Off

Florida Cﬂs!, Mesponse Team, Inc.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT MEETING

January 4 5:30 p.m,
OPD Headquarters Community Room
4025 Pine Ave., Ocala

The Florida Crisis Response Team hos organized an informational
session for everyone affected by the shooting incident that took
place on December 23 ot the Paddock Mall

Itisfree of charge and designed o help participonts understand
their reactions fo the tragedy, learn effective coping methods, and
accesslocal resources to help themselves and their loved ones.

For more information, please callour Victim Advocate Unitat

23607150 0
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|l 6ve always | ooked forward to
favorite time of year, but this year, | found myself thinking this is
worst Christmas | 6ve had in

We had five shooting incidents in a spdmooft&®ur domestic
violence homicides increased to five and the last minute calls from parents t
to get Christmas presents for their children was heartbreaking. | even imagir

EDI

-

C

hdisappoimtmemnts oni tmegfaces of the little kids who woke up Christmas morni

had nothing under the tikthey even had a trézopen.
For the past 13 years, the Family Violence Prevention Workgroup has wrapy

. NE Tyl DN/ F@"yﬁﬁ’e@énlts in the pa%jé(ock Mall to raise money for victims and survivors of don

violence. | had just dropped off some supplies and was headed to pick up th
U-Haul we needed when my sister called and told me there had been a shoo
Atk Friddl! My first thought was Stop Playing! Nothing like that is suppose to h
in the community we call home. But it did, and a young man lost his life in a
tragic way, just days after another young man was shot and killed.

O02g 11 O1YesSN
{ ° Lxe & hn my mind, it really was the worst Christmas ever until | was reminded of the
9t AAY /I NBt2¢
reason for the season during a Christmas message by the Rev. Eric Cummil
— whoos topic was fAThe Greatest Gift
R ,[ QU ¢| f1 _ | the worse Christmas when Jesus is the Reason for the Season, and the only

2SS sbyu 02 KSH hhit hakBrs! It rerdirdd me how easy it is to dwell on everything bad that h;
9YI At &2dzNJ & dz0 Yih @ualp&e% ‘ﬁs@eid oﬁa@p‘ﬁeyflatn@gihe good things.
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
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Keith Carson, aka Captain Kidd Carson, wants to make reading fun for chilc
and show them the adventures they can go on by reading books.

AfReading teaches and expands our 1
dreams; reading opens doors and i
to information on his website. N Re
i mportant . ltés also vital that tl
developmentally appropriate. The early hallmarks of literacy, such as letter :
word recognition, are one of the
Carson, who started dressing up as a pirate for Halloween when he was yo
launched a pirdteemed literacy program in 2022. He said his daughter loved
books since she was very young and he credits her reading ability to the fac
she was always a straight A student and always reading and writing at a hig
level.

Al wanted to make it fun. | think
fun or interesting, o0 he said. fAOvVEe
and not just boys. Having been in all five Pirates of the Caribbean movies, |

Keith Carson aka Captain KiddCarstonh ought o was a great theme to g«

Al t hough he doesndét know why, Carson al ways | ove
of the Caribbean movies, he said, that took it to the next level.

The Literacy program is currently funded by Carson and all the books are donated, mostly by the authors, bt
start some fundraising campaigns. The community can support the program, which serves children in kinder
age 11, by spreading the word and inviting them to their school, library, special event or by making a donatio
event organizer determines the length of the program.

AiwWe can tailor it (the program) to fit anyonng6s
away some cool Pirate swag and everyone gets a ¢
Carson, a born entertainer, pitch man and emcee,

complete with Pirate vocabulary and garb. In 2020, he was elected into the esteemed Order of Leviathan an
he was inducted into the International Pirate Hall of Fame.

An ordained minister, Carson has yeataofeya and @nic experience anc
can legally perform almost any type of ceremony and provide assistar
or any other needs requested. He has made it his mission to bring lite
and to bring the excitement back to reading for all ages.

For more information, to book an event or to make a donation, call Ca
(561) 7433630r go thttps://captainkiddcarson.com/litergoeggram/. |

oBooks are Treasumle

TheCommunity Spotlighti ghl i ghts a person, pl achappenmgrendéowt i n Jowr
so we can share y@aod Newsvith others. Email submissiofsaatalkmagazine@yahoo.com.
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Dr. Michael Beck and his wife the Rev. Jill- Bastqreaat St. Marks United Methodist ¢
since 2020, are not convinced that Ocala needs another church, at least not how
conventionally thought of them because many of the ones we have now sit empty.

week and are not well attended on Sunday. "

ABut we do need many new faith commu at
experiencing poverty and heartache, 0

Dr. Beck said the surgeon general released a report earlier this year describing o

condition as an epidemic of loneliness and isolation. One facet of this is the larges

epidemic in US history, over 100,000 people die each year. ‘

The Beckds and their team are | aunch@g Ssi
faith community that includes a wholistic residential housing program for women. 0 i -

worship service and block party will be held on Sunday, January 7, from 11 a.m. to 2 p .
former Druid Hills United Methodist Church site, located at 1712 S.E. Lake Weir Ave., Ocala.

Dr. Beck said they were in an exuberant conversation about potential names for the church when Amy, one

mi ni sters, spoke up and sai d: AThe name doesnoét
that shares Goddés |l ove with everyone. 0 He said
and when she spoke, it was as if the voice of God entered the room.

ACompassion wil/l not be just another place to co
week, 0 he said. dAaWe wild.l hold a free weekly comn

community where people can experience healing from our isolation and loneliness.

Rev. Jill Beck wil!l be the Director of the women
features guest speakers Ben Marciano, Mayor of the City of Ocala, Mark Imes, Open Arms Village board ch
Edwards, Rondo Fernandez, Kendall Lane, Betti Jefferson and other community leaders. The event is open
and includes a bounce house, food trucks, games, face painters and pony rides:

The new recovery program provides housing, therapy, resume prepeﬁ‘aZoﬂl ﬁ)bR r3 Av qUr ET

skill development, driverodos | i SgMarks UMCDhn Stinddys/por
family reunification, case management and recovery services. --9 a.m. Contemporary

St . Mar ké6s i s h ahobstictresideBtipl @nograf fomsetO\Aiml Re@wew Church

There are two dedicated buildings for recovery meetings and an Alcehbligam. Traditional Service
Anonymous and a Narcotics Anonymous clipeugems Village houses6:30 p.m. Community Dinner on
24 men and Compassion will house 13 women and a house motherWe d nesday és cal|l ed

AOur ministry is built on | ay &hgpeddloksgather Yoythand
preaching team of six folks belf eg partigipglg in 3 gpthering

i
: . : called Eat. Pray. Play. during that time.
Rev. Jill Beck said they will follow the same screeni &
. process they use at Open Arms Village. Women will esapassion UMC on Sunday:
put in an application to be considered. There is no (QS_E:ECh m. Worshlp Service

%partlmpate, and they wid:lzgged pmresd degnd s

_ license and even a vehicle. Hammock Community Dinner includes
£ NThey are able to wor k |wsharddeeal prayérand atesus i r
b save up their money wuntstary. graduation, o st

But, the biggest challenge right now is raising the monegM@jal new recovery meetings start
the renovations and program costs on the housing s&®n and will meet weekly.
L] 4 because there are significant costs to get the building r%ﬁldé(vents are open to the public.

¢TTF m R‘é fg)r the V\fOE1§h. Continued from page|5
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Continued from page 4
The first thing the community can do to help is pray for us, Rev. Jill Beckf
second is to show up and give the gift of your presence especially for Sug
She said if you already have a church home, you can still help out on Tu®

AWe both have always dreamed of
said. AAlthough we were sent to
the past 12 years, we are Ocala natives who have always maintained a
have a deep love for our city. We have done similar ministry like this in o
and saw many | ives heal ed. 0

For more information, call the church ¢8u2) 822475 visit their website at
https://compassionocala.otheir Facebook Grouasnpassion United Meth

Church or follow them on FacebBaklammock Community Dinner.
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The deadline to apply for the Inflation Reduction Act Assistance for Producers who experienced

é |

discrimination in USDA Farm Loan Progrdarsuesry 13, 2024Applications are free and do not reguire
a lawyer. To ensure timely processing, there will be no extensions to the deadline. The specifics d

on the application submission method:

--U.S. or overnight mail must be postmarked by January 13, 2024
-- E-Filing by 11:59 p.m. Pacific time January 13, 2024

--In person, at a regional office by 8 p.m. on January 13, 2024.

Regional offices have been set up around the country so individuals can visit, get help and apply

in-person. To find regional resources, lgopr//22007applygov/locatsistance.html.

{

Section 22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) provides $2.2 billion in financial assistance for 1

ranchers and forest |l andowners who experienceld
January 1, 2021.

To be eligible, you must have experienced discrimination by USDA in USDA farm lending (program
administered by FSA, the Farm Service Agency or its predecessor the Farmers Home Adminjstratic
to January 1, 2021. (You may also be eligible if you currently have assigned or assumed USDA far

debt that was the subject of USDA discrimination that occurred prior to January 1, 2021).

The IRA specifies the assistance must be delivered to impacted producers by nongovernmental prc
administrators. USDA signed contracts with three vendors: Midtown group is the national administr
the Windsor Group serves the eastern regions of the U.S., and Analytic Acquisitions serves the we
region. The vendors are working together to solicit applications from eligible farmers, provide tech

assistance and make decisions about each case (following rules set by USDA).
TedSha Jackson, Region |1 East OQutreach Manag

e
ARAs an exceptional agricultural | eader in each
awareness, 0 Jamhson s&ed|l ookahmhoeward t o est abl

landowners.
The national administrator will manage all aspects of the application process including making

r

S

S
include collaborating with local organizations, best methods to reach the local community events tc
farmers to complete the application and provide technical assistance to farmers, ranchers or fores

determinations on applications and the regional hubs will conduct outreach, technical assistance a

provide recommendations on applications.
Visit www.22007apply.gdvttp://www22007apply.gotor detailed information about application

procedures. This online resource provides information about eligibility requirements, available assi
and application forms. Further assistance can be obtained by calling the National Call Center at

(800) 7209700r by emailingpfo@22007apply.gov

For more information, call Jacks¢d352t) 42®861or emailtesha.jackson@windsorgrouplic.net.

p
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the time or the finances he needed because he was working his way through college. But after watching the
activities for all the fraternities, he inquired about their purpose and found out that they were all about commt

justice and dignity.

Bethea joined Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. in the Spring of 2004
stood out to him over the other fraternities.

nAchi
to carry
Bethea said.

human en
you, unde

evement i n
ot her s

every
wi t h

Now Bethea and the Brothers of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. wil

- friendly night of games and prizes on Friday, January 5, from 6 p.m.

at the Mary Sue Rich Community Center at Reed Place. On Sunday
at 11 a.m. at New St. John Missionary Baptist Church, 2251 N.W. 2r
Fraternity will hold a Sunday
worship.

Brother and Rev. Stanley Jacob
Day service. The event also includes a brief history of the fraternity.
Divine Nine medleys will be played a
candles lit. The Brothers and their
silhouettes will go to dinner and fello
with each other after the service.

n‘ - - 'l o A [
| |
T e
Members of the Ocala, FL Alumni Association
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

Bethea, who has served as Polemar
(President) of the Gainesville Alumni
Chapter for nine years said in January
2023, they petitioned and were grant
status of an Association on November 21, 2023. Since its inception,
served as the current Polemarch for the Ocala, FL Alumni Associatic
currently has 11 members.

The goals of the Ocala Chapter include:
--Establishing a Guide Right program for you'!
males (middle/high school) in the near futur_
--Being actively engaged in community activig
--Becoming a member of the Divine Nine (NF”
and working as a unit in community engage 4
--Supporting national and local efforts such ¢ g
homelessness and health awareness,
--Doing quarterly road gk through a partnersiiig ' -
established with FDOT (Florida Department of Transportatlon)
--Being a positive aspiration for youth.

The biggest difference, Bethea said, having a chapter in Ocala make
something comes up and they need support from the fraternity, mos
Brothers can now get there. He said he traveled to the City of Alacht
Gainesville Alumni for two years and spent nearly two hours on the 1
counting the meeting time. In the future, the Gainesville, Ocala and |
chapters will meet to discuss how they can collaboratively work toge

?”,

The Ocala meetings are currently being held at the Mary Sue Rich C

Center on the 3rd Sunday of each month at 3 p.m.

s-Kappa was thg pecond Gyegk |
Heiprgityhte be established. The

/WpsRipctions is in keeping with the

“\Wood School, located 25 miles
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| | Lt. Strategus: Sine Fulton
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eiganizational structure, progran
motivation, publications and its

Fraternityods PU
--Kappa gives annually to the Pit

southeast of Jackson, Mississipp
-TI%ey support and partner with

Hospital and support se
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Polemarch: Ire Bethea Sr.

Vice Polemarch: Wade Martin
Keeper of Records: Derby Berna
Keeper of Exchequer: Terrell E.
Strategus: Rufus Goodwine

Historian: Adon Williams

7ol ;A ¥ A
Ire Bethea Sr.
Gorham L. Black Il
Anthony J. Pierce
Adon Williams

¢ad maire information, contact Be

4

tibethea2008 @cox.rmtcall Martin

&t@]ﬂ]’ﬂi 328r email
wadec.

artin@gmail.com.
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By Elgin Carelock, Chairman of the Greater Ocala Community Development Corporation

I n many cultures the man i s suppor ‘ "% i ma
the 196006s to 200006s the number o ou
37% to 61%. Even with the disparity in wages, there are still many houser

woman makes more money.

In fact, a recent article by CNBC répA&rts,ong t hose ear ni J, n
1 in 3 millennial and Gen X women report being the primary income earne

contributing the largest share of the household finances. Only about 20% s

previous generations carried their families financially. 4

Despiteth€ovidl 9 pandemi ¢ being tougher e ' ngs

about 54% of all women who can be considered high earners report earni
are greater than or equal to that of their spouse or partner, ascoveindetea
by Wells Fargo in January among over 2,008esioingrin households with atl@asbt o by Christina Moril |l c
$100,000 in income or at least $250,000 in assets.

So, what do you do when your wife or significant other makes more money?

My wife and | met in college in the early 806s,inwhen
the restaurant business at night and she was a hostess in an upscale restaurant in town. We were able endfford an a
purchased my first car (with help from a family member). When my wife graduated with her degree in nurgifg and wa
for $8.30 per hour, | left school, without my degree, to follow her to a better life.

We had our first child within a year of the move, and | quickly found out the limitations on my earninglpgtential withour
degree. With no real experience and not wanting to get back into the food business, | took a sales positemeOur secol
within 18 months after the first and my wife began working for nursing agencies because of better pay and more flexil
During this time, she was always earning more, and | took jobs in security to be able to take care of thezlRigddnghile she
her long shifts. We struggled tremendously for many years but decided we would always do whatever it toble to give ©
best | ife possible. It was then at the ripe uwulyeflfef 2
for our children.

For the next ten years, she earned more on a regular basis because | was working commissioned sales, but there we
years where we made the same or | even made a little more. We purchased our first home, bought cars, and began t
nor mal i fe. I went back to school and got my Isachel
experience and still made more. This didndot bottwer
responsibilities and take an occasional vacation, we were good.

Around 2009 | began to earn more and have been the larger earner since then and my wife never knew, nor did | mel
remember one year we were signing our tax returns an

Fast forward to this year. My wife left the company she has worked for the last 17 years to join me intaar amil§y busing
easy letting go of her salary and benefits, but it was time, and she trusts our ability to make it worko Tia&egaint | wante
this article is about the quality of your relationship. You must understand who each of you are and howunoney functio
household. If your lifestyle is built around ego and gender roles, you may have a tough time resolving financial challer

However, | f the two of you have the same goalfeandand v
how you grow. This is especially true if you are still in the dating phase of the relationship.

Before you take the leap into marriage, have conversations about
money. Discuss expectations and goals and make tough decisions no
=m Better to walk away than to live a life of strife and misery. Besides, she
%Qp respect you more if she can trust you and trust comes from
@™ communication, transparency and hard work.
Elgin Carelock is the CEO and Chief StrateyigvoBusiness Strategies, Inc. (RBS) a
growth focused, strategic planning and business development company with over 25y
of professional experience in the areas of sales, marketing, advertising, brand develop
and customer service. He is the founder of the Build A Better Business Series. Contac
atecarelock@reiewyourbusiness.conr(404) 99318%or questions or more
information or gotevw.rbsknowledge.com.
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https://stacker.com/stories/4393/history-women-workplace
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/09/younger-women-more-likely-to-be-primary-income-earners.html

REMEI\/IBERING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KIN

" Eric Tarver never thought he would be reciting many of the famous speeches of
" Martin Luther King Jr.

| Tarver, called Popsicle by those who know him, is celebrating 20 years recovery
@ year from drugs and alcohol. He got his nickname from his father, Eddie Tarver,

cream truck begging for Popsicles. i
’ " remembers his father saying.

sl Om so proud that God gave me the ¢
giving back to the community. o

Tarver, 58, honors and pays tribute to Dr. King throughout the year by reciting i

his famous speeches to keep his memory alive. He was 15 the first time he part
n the historic march in Ocala. He s

omorrow and unity. Three years later, he started mimicking King on television.

_ g,ﬁl felt Ilike | had went back in ti me
' . i esence of Dr. King, 0 he said duri:H
Far E GDUéaﬂIno speech over and over, | kept

to bringthattomodéray t i mes. 0
And he has.

Tarver will be among hundreds of people expected to participate in the local march that begins at 9 a.m. on
Square in Ocala on Monday, Januahelthird Monday in January is designated a federal holiday to rememb
slain civil rights leadéaa r i on County will join other co%tmunitoi
birthday. At 8 a.m. participants start lining up dBwséswrill transport walkers from the MLK Complex near the
racquetball courts to Downtown Ocala from 7 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. A complete schedule of events, including co
information for each event, is listed on the back page.

Former Governor Bob Graham signed Executive Or@édruxging3-lorida to
l J ) have a yedong celebration to commemorate this great American for his contribt
Kl|N to our nation and to the world, The Marion County Commission complied with tl
W

governoro6s request and a committee
J the year that reflected the principles Dr. King fostered.
LL

* The first march, the Mass Brotherhood March was held in Ocala on January 25
It begin with a brief ceremony on the steps of the courthouse and ended at St. |
A.M.E. Church. The next march, the Brotherhood March, was held in January 1
~ and included the dedication of the monument at MLK Park. A march has been |

1920 1968 every year in Ocala except in 2021 when it was canceled due to the pandemic.
As part of the Day in the Park festivities, cifar v
that King gave 60 years ago at the March on Washington, a large gathering of civil rights protestors in Wasr
Al dondét try to sound I i ke Dr. King. Il j ustkidt ry
of voice. | justtry to give itamddem t wi st . O
The first time Tarver started reciting Dr. Ki ngé
of Peace Catholic Church. He said while he perfo

February to celebrate Black History Month.

He said his pastor, Dr. Edward Bland, Greater Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church, has been very instrume

continuing Dr. Kingds Legacy. _
Continued on page 9
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION! A DAY ON, NOT A

Continued from page 8

He also credits Florine Gabriel Reese and Ora Lee Jackson, who he said e
to get up and recite poetry in frad
speeches because Reese refused to let him read from a piece of paper.

AThose two right there were very i I, 0
Whil e webve come along way, Tarver e s
dream to come to fruition.

Al think that thereds been a real ch
especially with the younger gener g ai d
up in the 6006s and 7006s.0

Tarver believes Dr. King would pr ry
gun violence happening in our community.

AHe would be out marching for gun d t
effective gun |l egislation, o6 he sai ern
Like Dr. King, Tarver hopes that one day people will show more love and u

each other in our community.

AMy desire to pay tribute to Dr hes
unity for all Americans, 0 he said n o
in my addiction, but now | give b my

Marion County

World's Greatest
Baby Shower

)

Friday, January 26, 2024

Mary Sue Rich Community Center
1821 NW 2iast Street, Ocala 34475

y

Session 1 2—4 p-m.
Session 2 5—=7 p-m.

Choose ONE Session.
Preregistration not required.

Expecting a baby? Come to our community Baby Shower!
Parents of infants up to one year old are also invited.

For more information, scan the QR code
or visit bit.ly/WGBS24_Marion.
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“frﬁ‘ R& clt Basketball League is great for any team that'
ready to play. The league will be 5 vs 5 (10 man maxi-

The Levitt AMP Ocala Music Series will present 10 fresym) full court. The season includes 10 regular seasor
familyfriendly outdoor concerts to the public beginningéizes followed by a single elimination playoff. Registel
spring. Neprofit organizations and food truck applicatipoigr team by January 18th.
are currently open, and the deadline to apply is Thursgay
Feb. 1, 2024. Applications are available online at

www.ocalafl.gov/levittamppplications must be comple Men’s Adult Basketball League

fu”y and fees pa|d to be considered for an event. Mary Sue Rich Community Center at Reed Place | 1821 NW 21st Ave.

The City of Ocala Cultural Arts Division is seeking vehdoR f&) (, I F
the 2024 Levitt AMP Ocala Music Series happening
through May 17, 2024, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

To learn more about food vending or sponsorship MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS, STARTING JANUARY 22
opportunities, please contact the City of Ocala Cultu$

atartinfo@ocalafl.gov

For more information, pleasevwsitocalafl.gov/
levittampor follow us on Facebook and Instagram
@LevittAMPOcala

Levitt AMP Music Series

The Levitt AMP Ocala Music Series is supported in
the Mortimer & Mimi Levitt Foundation, which partne
towns and cities across America to activate underusg™
spaces through the power of free live music, creating®
welcoming, inclusive destinations. Presenting a bros
of music genres and cultural programming, Levitt ve
concert sites are community anchors where families

Ages 18+ | $400 per team | 10 player teams

and neighbors of all ages and backgrounds come to¢ & s ALA
352.401.6980 | OcalaFl.gov/RecParks KEonsadE O

Learn more atvw.levitt.org.

Adults Children
Grief Connection Teen Tuesdays
Jan. 4, Feb. ), March 7, April 4 | 10:30 am Jan. 18, Feb. 20, March 19,
Elliott Center April 16 | 530 pm
Grief101 The Monarch Center
x Jan 16, 18; Feb. 15, 20; March 19, 21; Heart Stitches
Fridays, March 15 - May 17 April 16,18 | 3:00 pm Jan. 18, Feb. 22, March 21,
7-9p.m. | Webb Field The Monarch Center and Elliott Center April 18 | 3:30 pm

Memorial Services The Monarch Center
April 25 | 8:00 pm, April 26 | 10:00 am Camp Mariposa
Elliott Center April 13 | 8:00 am
Six Week Friends in Grief Support Group Elliott Center

Jan, 3110:30 am, Feb. 13 | 130 pm,

Aprit 311:30 pm RSVP Required. Please call
The Monarch Center (352) 873-7456
and Cates House

All Ages and Family Focused

Steps of Remembrance
Feb. 3 |10:00 am

e Food and beverage trucks e - -
* Non-profit organizations Feb 161530 pm .

® Sponsors

empath

HOSPICE oF
MARION COUNTY
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The City of Ocala Recreation and Parks Dep
is excited to announce the inaugural Brick Ci

Bluegrass Festival happening January 20, 2
8 p.m. at Citizens?o

This alages, outdoor music festival will featur
nationally known and local bluegrass bands, §.
headliner Joe Mullins & The Radio RaNdniee:
Entertainers of the Year by the International
Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) in 2019
Mullins & The Radio Ramblers have consiste
delivered chadpping radio hits and energetic
performances for nearly 15 years.

In addition to live music and entertainment, ths

/

. wL/ Y

will feature a variety of food trucks. Beer and wine WI|| also be available for purchase Guests are encourage
their own lawn chairs and blankets. Coolers will not be permitted inside the event area.

Advanced tickets available through Friday, Jan. 19 for $20 iekgtsraoihbe available the day of the event and
can be purchased at the gate for $25 per person. Gate tickets wittmmefiestizsted basis until the event
sells out. Children eight and under and veterans are free.

For ticket information, wisitv.ocalafl.gov/brickcitybluegraSponsorship opportunities are available for this event
Interested parties should reach out to Brookebperry@icalafl.gov

For more information, contact the City of Ocala Recreation and Park (3&2ar3®&851 at

HAPPENINGS AT SANKOFA PUBLIC LIBRARY ~ 1821 N.W. 21st Ave., Ocala, FL 342350

GAMES & CRAFTS FOR ALL AGES

Games on a Tabllondays, 4 p.m. Ja298Play classic and contemporary tabletop games with friends 3

CrochetCornme hur sdays, 4: 30

BOOK CLUB ESPECIALLY FOR ADULTS
Second Story Readei®iesdays, 10:30 a.m. Share
some great books with friends!

Jan.1® Mur der at bytApatha Ghristiea

CLUBS ESPECIALLY FOR TEENS
MANGAIicious Teen Cldesdays, 4:30 p.m. Jan.
Do you relish books written and illustrated in kon
manpu, fukidashi and gitaigo? Then, this is the ¢
you! Anime and manga fans, unite!

YALLAWednesdays, 4:30 p.m. Jan.17. Earn volt
hours for service as you shape the future.

STORYTIMES FOR FAMILIES

Happy Feet Fitness and StoriBsursdays, 10 a.m.,
Jan 425;For ages-8 with caregivers.

Reading + exercise = fun.

Family Story Tim&/ednesdays, 10:30 a.m., Jah. .
Stories, songs and activities for children and care
Let s have some fun wi

m. Jan. 11 and 25 |

P .

BLACK HISTORY MONTH SPECIAL EVENTS

Florida Humanities and The Friends of the Ocala Library Present

MAGDALENA LAMARRE [PHOTO]
“Southern Road to Freedom: Florida’s Underground Railroad”
Saturday, Feb. 3, 11 a.m.

Established in the late 17th century in central Florida, the nation’s first Underground
Railroad was a beacon of freedom for runaway slaves. Discover Florida’s early
history as a Spanish territory, the escape routes used by runaway slaves and the
black communities they established before the abolition of slavery in the United
States.

Division of Arts and Culture, the Florida Council on Arts and Culture, and the National Endowment for the Arts. Any views,
findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this program do not necessarily represent those of Florida Humanities
or the aforementioned entities.

.. o &
Florida% (

Florida
ARTSE CULTURE

Funding for this program was sponsored in part by Florida Humanities with funds from the State of Florida, Department of State,

AFRICAN AMERICAN READ-IN

Monday, Feb. 19, 2 p.m.

Come one and all! Celebrate a rich heritage in literature, film, music and art with your
friends and neighbors. Contact the Sankofa Public Library for more information,
reading suggestions and to schedule your performance. Readers, performers and
listeners of all ages welcome!

1

(352)

ind farn
6s
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FORT KING

(OCALA

Recreation and Parks

LUNCH
ARCHAEOLOGIST

Bring a lawn chair, pack a lunch and join us for Lunch

with the Archaeologist! We will be talking about Fort

King and the artifacts that have been found on site as
well as Q&A time with the archaeologists.

Thursday, Jan. 11
~ 11AM-1PM| Ages 13+

FORT KING NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK
3925 E FORT KING ST,

Follow us on social media
@ocalaculturalarts!

SATURDAY, JAN. 27 |[10AM.-6P.M.
TUSCAWILLA ART PARK, 213 NE FIFTH ST.

Enjoy chalk art, food trucks, local
vendors, live music, and more at Y
this free, fun event! &
r_J
e ¢

TUSCAWILLA
ART PARK SERES

Visit www.ocalafl.gov/artpark for more
information or call 352-629-8447.

Business Spotlight

aring #ands

Private Care Nursing Services LLC.

Business Name&aring Hands Private Care
Nursing Services

No. of Employee4:
BusinessOwnerFashun Ivery

Business Addresdvlobile

Business Phon€352) 517539

What Year Did You Start Your Busin2623

Hours of OperatioB:a.m. to 4 p.m. (Hours vary)

Products and/or Services:

Private care nursing services; Home health services;
CPR Classes; Foot care nurse for the senior
community.

Email: N/A
WebsiteN/A

Are you on Social Medig@s

FacebookCaring Hands Private Care Nursing
Services LLC

What or Who Inspired you to syartir business?

| aspired to eventually work for myself, establish my
own hours and personal goals for my family and frier
my husband and my beautiful children. | also wanted
freedom, and | found something that | am passionate
about.

What Makes Your Business Unique or What's

Your Specialty?

My business provides top of the line personal, one ol
one, individual care. My specialty is Geriatrics.

What Advice Would You Give Someone Starting

A Business ?

Find something that you are passionate about. Write
a business plan and do your research. Provide the
best customer service possible and never stop
learning and growing.

Caring Hands Private Care
Nursing Services LLC

I i
P P

Mission Values
Trusted to delivery exceptional Quality & safety, Teamwork
I t Accountabilty

home ‘Communication

Vision
o be the regional health
‘system of choice.

TheSmall Business ProfiileFREEand open to small businesses located in
Marion County with less than 25 employees or solo entrepreneurs.

To have your business featured in an upcoming edition, please request a
by emailingowntalkmagazine@yahoo.c@uompleted forms can b
returned via email or mailed to P.O. Box 6212, Ocala, FL 34478.

M H
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Save the date for our next Free First Saturday and Charle
upcoming talk on Saturday, January 6, at 11 a.m. in the A
auditorium. Eady will give a new talk on the work in his so
exhibition, "The Unscene South."

This free event is part of Free First Saturday; Reservation
required. for more information higips$c/fb. me/e/6 HWwfJIw3w

Free First Saturdays are sponsored in part by Marion Cull
Alliance, National Endowment for the Arts and CAMPUS |
Credit Union.

. 9'qq |’a L ¢1 _ Al AG
Qoyy O{ AIIOAF{i ' {A FyF¢]
The City of Ocala invites artists, with up to si

Emerging Artist Competition, which will take place Tuesday, April 9 through Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, at City F
Watula Ave.

Artists will compete in three divisions according to their respective years of experience including: high schoo
one to three years of active experience, and four to six years of active experience. All entries must have bee
within the last two years. A juror will award winners in each division, as well as Best of Show. Awards will be
a reception Tuesday, April 23 taking place at City Hall.

Prizes for this competition include scholarships to the College of Central Florida (high school division), a feat
Ocala Gazette (Best of Show), a professional art
Palette (Best of Show), annual memberships to the Appleton Museum of Art and Marion Cultural Alliance (al
and a registration fee waiver for the2824son of First Friday Art Walk (all winners).

Entry Procedures

Each artist may submit one piece for the exhibition and jurying. All entries must include the entry form, an ar
and photographs of the artwork (in a .jpg format with a resolution of at least 1900 pixels in the widest dimens
can email photosail printed photos, or submit a CD or USB with digital images. Entries must be submitted no
Sunday, March 17, 2024 at 11:59 p.m.

Entries can be submitted onhmenatocalafl.gov/StudentAndEmergingArtistExkibiemail
toartinfo@ocalafl.gaw mailed to City of Ocala Cultural Arts, 201 SE Third Street, second floor, Ocala, FL 344
Mailed items will not be returned.

Calendar of Events

Sunday, March 17, 11:59ipDeadline for entry submissions

Monday, April 8, 3 p.m. to 5:30 pntavork drop off at City Hall

Tuesday, April how opens

Tuesday, April 23;30 p.m. to 7 pimOpening reception & Awards ceremony
Monday, Octoberil8how closes

1 Monday, October 14, 3 p.m. to 5:30Astmork pickup

This event is sponsored by the City of Ocala, Appleton Museum of Art, Cartigliano Arts, College of Central F
Cultural Alliance, Th eFoOweoelintorm&ianzce tb viesv tha cochpleRicall B srssts
please contact Ocala Cultural Arts Qfis2)d&2844 7or visivww.ocalafl.gov/culturalarts

= =4 4 A
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.me%2Fe%2F6HwwfJw3w&h=AT04kVmamobsnBDYIllqWDx6FZOUKv_DjbrX-6N2ao7TUMG1seRdAIkfxFSvgXDDfGBb9i2_YVUFic2gTV7C6BuiPJpRVfOUOZLBZP9tkFdtlhrQ4_sA_wy6k5EDw7XRAlX8IncyCFPcOyLOStEw&__tn__=-UK-R%5d-R&c%5b0%5d=AT14fkfh2jVHzF
https://www.facebook.com/mcaocala?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVsKFx8jkbKV3BWFXmmFa41QzxaiHf-DU88ACpqsmUpmOcLGl0ch_xZXThPspDCXk7RcUzTrMyxVcE9nxHyob3XVUqazRQnLDADNqbb758M5dsIFvObMBuJGCyIU9tdmBaKFkJ2eunv9ZQ_eNKDLl2iKaI6EewoWsaNorhHjXJxHCztyMJmYD1zo9BdJSNRsNA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/mcaocala?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVsKFx8jkbKV3BWFXmmFa41QzxaiHf-DU88ACpqsmUpmOcLGl0ch_xZXThPspDCXk7RcUzTrMyxVcE9nxHyob3XVUqazRQnLDADNqbb758M5dsIFvObMBuJGCyIU9tdmBaKFkJ2eunv9ZQ_eNKDLl2iKaI6EewoWsaNorhHjXJxHCztyMJmYD1zo9BdJSNRsNA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
http://www.ocalafl.gov/StudentAndEmergingArtistExhibit
mailto:artinfo@ocalafl.gov
http://www.ocalafl.gov/culturalarts
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By Scott Hackmyer
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