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Join recreation and parks staff along with City Mayor Ben Marciano
for a family friendly workout designed for all ages and abilities.

All Ages| 9-10AM

/

June 1 4

Jervey Gantt Recreation Complex ";
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"L Jlustrated BY 5
Charmelle Pinkney B et

2200 SE 36th Ave.

July 6
Tuscawilla Park
213 NE Fifth St

August 3
Ocala Wetland Recharge Park
2105 NW 21st St
September 7

Fort King National Historic Landmark
3925 E Fort King St

October 5

Mary Sue Rich Community Center at Reed Place
1821 NW 21st Ave

Join us for a Family
friendly workout! O”CAJA m

Committo get fit, together! " ====

352.401.6980 | OcalaFLgov/RecPark
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I wish we had a different answer for people desperately looking for
housing who call the Marion Col
we can help them find a place to live because a friend told them we
could. To be clear, we donot pt
anything about their background, rental history or if they had any
evictions. And now, some landlords want to check their credit history
length of employment and require applicants to make three times the
elnGhgi s i mpossible for most fa
fmysst do that part themselves because the landlord is leasing to them, not to us.

What organizations |ike the Childrend
of the costs required to move in, but

- NE by i -DoNI/ RRIVME KA first defvbdfib@dfs, and the amount most families need is usually more than w

organizations can pay. Application fees-@tindable and the amount a family needs
to move in can range from $3,000 up to $9,000 depending on the monthly rent. Ho\
nfiyauNn®eading this can afford that?

There is definitely a shortag .
faffordabl eo
JCounty. Many families have _
resorted to living in motels, \h
thatos expen:s=
charge $500 or more per wi
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Habitat

for Humanity
of Marion County
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Are you Interested’

Al homes are built & sold by Habitatfor Humanity of Marion County in partnership with
Marion County Community Services Purchasg Assistance Program. and are sold hased on afirst
qualified, first served basis.

_ I\:/Ilolnicla ';\ I\B}yént, Editor

{

Subscribe with Us:
To receivefeeecopy via-mail, subscribeTawntalkmagazine.org
Annual subscription (printed copy) via mail: $50

Advertise with Us: Business ca$d5 -Quarteqpage $65Halfpage $100.
Ads are black and white and must be submitted in Jpeg or Pdf forfnat
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
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gathered at the College of Central Florida Hampton Center to celebrate his contributions -
College said it all.

On June 20, the Community Room at the College was named in honor of Edwards d'
dedication ceremony. It was something Edwards, a longtime community advocate, d

AThe naming of the Community Room at
|l egacy, 0 said Dr. James Henningsen, p
serve as a constant reminder of his contributions and a lasting impact he had on our
our great city.o

Edwards began his journey at the College of Central Florida as a student, earning his A
Arts in 1971. In 1989, he started as the Coordinator of Project Success in Minority Recruith.
year later, he served for eight years as the Dean of Minority Affairs and Handicap Services before
becoming the founding director of the Hampton Center where he continued to influenceRgvddh&peeti7e S. Edwards.
community until he retired in June 2003.

Edwards was born in 1938 in Ocala, FL. He served as pastor of Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist Church fen&0 years;
of the local chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), and served on the C
Council, representing District 2, for 10 years.

Ocala City Councilman, Ire Bethea, who now represents District 2, presented Edwards with ¢
Proclamation from the City of Ocala to summarize his accomplishments. He said the commu
very, very lucky to have a gentleman of Edwards stature to do the things and accomplish the
¥ did and not just on the City Council.

s Bethea said Edwards pushed the City Council to do quite a few things in West Ocala. He init
conversation, which resulted in the concrete wall that used to surround the baseball field at \
Field, that had become a nuisance, to be taken down. Prior to him leaving the City Council, E
said there was a discussion about the artwork on the wall at Webb Field, and Edwards initiat
L& =i conversation although his predecessor, Dr. Beverly Robinson, helped bring the project to fru
an =\ when funds originally designated for a project at Tuscawilla Park were no longer needed, Ed
OIassked that the money be used to update the ballpark at Webb Field.

Brian Edwards, Richard Edwar
Lorenzo oStanlfpyé® uEdavemdsst amd ways | ead from the front, sc
the Rev. Dr.Lorenzo S.Edwards.y o y get t hat conversation going and S oOmMmEe

Ocala City Manager Pete Lee also presented Edwards with a plague from the City honoring him for his dedisiation and
Ocal a/ Marion County and thanked him for everything h

AiThank you for being a trailblazer, someti mesobtd azin
point that we are, 0 Lee said. AThereds a | otlyiothe ot he
direction youbve set us on when you were a City Coun

Henningsen said Edwards has left a very strong legacy at CF and in our community, and his tenure was marked by his
commi t ment to minority recruitment and studenstanser vi
for minority and handicapped students ensuring they had the resources needed *= ~— =

AHIi s | eadership, vision and communi:t ' @ | pe
environment for all of our students LN i d.
During the c¢closing, Edwar ds, wh oA Rsalm : re
o f HyHéne bongfellow. T
ifiOcala is full of a |l ot of not just but
mani pul ate some of you, Frank Washi n§ | ¥ e o
know that 1 6ém proud to have been a c iLtR)Pgegeqimituf Ire Bhen garesy .
Henningsen, Rev. Dr. Lorenzo Edwards
TheCommunity Spotliglti ghl i ght s a person, pl achappenngraandéowrt i n Jowr

so we can share y@aod Newsvith others. Email submissiofsaatalkmagazine@yahoo.com.
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Dr. Darrell Tolbert will never forget his time on the road with Patches. The Boston
became a member of their family in 2007 when they placed an ad on Facebook |
a replacement for their dog Mona and a woman responded.

At the time, Tolbert was drivingrseksifor SUNCO Carriers and Patches was his
trucking buddy. He said the two of them went through so much together including
Depression in 20@®09, when a lot of people were losing stuff and going broke. T
said he remembers being in the semi one day crying because he was going brok
with everyone else. He said people were killing themselves, the Stock Market wa
bottom and everybody was feeling it.

Al remember sitting in the truck ju
Ee in my lap |licking me, trying to tel
»0&ERT e to get through this.o

And they did! The two spent five years riding up and down the road together.

But one day Tolbert came home off the road and noticed his dog was acting differently. Her stomach wags swelling 1
hard. His wife, Kathy, told him Patches had dtgen
clothes out and sleeping on them.

Al think she knew that something w
which was me, to come home. 0

Tolbert went back on the road, but told his wife to take the dog to the vet. He we. . 2
when she called him screaming and hollering that the tube the doctor put dow
full of blood. Patches had ripped a pulmonary heart valve and they needed his
her down. Kathy told him they could do surgery, but it would be very expensive
expensive, and she told him it would cost $7,000.

But Tol bert, who wasndét ready to | bu
guarantee that Patches would live after she had the surgery, and if so, he woul

to save her | ife. But due to her ajf f a
Tol bert wanted to see his fur baby ast
days to get Patches and take her home. She told him the doctor said it would be ci®@1fo®degR GG g » G &
her alive that | ong because she was probablwgsher n a

dog, so she could say hergges] and then they could put her down.

After hanging up the phone, Tolbert started crying, screaming and hollering. He called
who told him to pull the truck over before he killed himself. He did and got in the bed ¢
His son Durrell called him when he heard Patches had died because he knew his dac
hurt really bad because, he said, his dad loved that dog more than he loved him.

‘ "When Durrell moved in with his dad, h
( dogs. But his dad told him: ABefore t
_ 1!’\1\\\ AThatds how much I |l oved that dog, bu
Al OTOSNG A SR IER remember going through grief. |1 was s
we sl ept together, years over the roa
"Tol bert said. fAThat was my keepsake,

" Years later, he said, somebody gave him a pamphlet on pet grief counseling. After rez
sald it was deflnltely needed so he took a course and became a certified grief counselor.

I n memory of WPhecPRasn aodb&manewhé&rémihdednBatcPes
in July 2022 to help others process the pain that
Continued on page 5
n
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Continued from page 4

I Altdéds amazing that someti me

working in that area to try to help relieve somebody else of the
pain, 0 he said.

Patchesd Pet Pain & Grief C
following areas: People and Animals; The Stages of Grief, How
Clients Feel, Immediate Help, Healing with Therapy, Therapy Tt
and Grief Disorders. The business serves the entire Central Flo
area and services can be offered via Zoom although Tolbert pre

Pa 'P and l L being #person so that he can personally bond with his
am clients. There is a esfctive fee for the grief sessions.
an Since he knows {irahd the deep pain from losing a pet, Tolbert
wants to help others. Heds

Ocala, Dunnellon, Crystal River and the Villages for two years t
to get opportunities to introduce his pet grievance business to anyone who needs help. About a month agd, he atte
in the Villages and got invited to speak at a Cat Club in the same area. He said the people embraced hie with ope

hopes others will too.

Ailtds needed. | tds hurting people out theralshen f vy
of course this wonét mean anything to you, but so
ifWe | ove our pets more than we | ove family member

Tolbert promised his daughter, whgeaas3l d when her dog died, that they
of fspring and buy one. They purchased Zeus, anoth

In addition to Zeus, they eventually added more fur babies to their family: Spotsy,

a 3yearold Chihuahua and Nimbus, a 6 month old Tomcat. But in the span of three r
Spotsy died of old age and three months later, Nimbus had stage 4 kidney failure an
be euthanized.

il was devastated and
depression for three mg
go to the Human Society, where | met and fell in g
with Apollo, so we ma#®

Tolbert said his family had many dogs and cats g
never had a special pet growing up.

, AMy love for animals i N

Aldqaql T@rlﬂ]ug:zphaced in me from th . &
During a recent episode on his lllumination Show with the Doctor podcast, To
from his topic on Unforgiveness to talk about Pets and the Five Signs Your Pe

the pet lovers and fur baby lovers. Those signs include: Tail Wagging; Rough
Desire to Sleep With You; Jumping on You; and Following you Around.

Tolbert usually records a segment each week. If you want to listen to the sh¥
find him on all major podcast platforms such as Spotify, Amazon Music, Pod
Podchaser, Pocket Casts, Deezer, Listen Notes and Player FM & RSS Feed.

For questions or more informatiqi35€31B684 73email ljireh@aol.coar like
and follow him on his Facebook Patghes Pet Pain & Grief Counseling. AVO’F Al




FLORIDA INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS UNVEIL

The historical marker for the Florida Industrial School for Girls was unveiled on June 20, on the front langn\dfisleedafion Co
History and Archaeology (formally the East Hall of the former school) at the McPherson Governmental Campus.

The school was established as the first separate detention faculty/reform school for girls in Florida by th&98tatét bpgistadithe
same year at a temporary location at what is now thedffaccade®plex on Silver Springs Blvd. Two years later, tiedtistated
with one building and 40 students, moved to its permanent campus at the site of a former prison farm. lageedozrehaveildiogs th
and between 100 to nearly 300 students. The school expanded to a second cafpesiéanAgiitsanear Lowell.

The name changed to the Florida School for Girls when a greater emphasis on education was implemented. WheloAdyce McPhers
serving superintendent, retired the name changed again to the McPherson School for Girls, srdliedtemalnisiizoe the

McPherson School. In 1984, the school closed and Marion County purchased the property two years later ta sempl@s. a governme
East Hall, the former isolation building, is the second oldest building on the campus and is the home of seenMeafridistoopatydMu
Archaeology.

Descendants of the House Mothers of the school, Mary Crews Johnson and George Albright Ill, unveiled the marker.

Johnson represented her mother, Marguerite Cooper Crews, who was employed at the school from 1969 until O%fvswieen she retir
born in Gilchrist County in 1910 and wagjersxttion Floridan. She married Jim Crews and moved to Ocala in 1&88t She work

Mc Croryds on the downtown square for 13 years prior to bec

Al bright represented his great grandmot her, MariyandAbeghty n Ma
Martin was born in 1873 and was a lifelong resident of Marion County. She served as a housemother at tf8school during the 19

C
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SUMMER
JOB FAIR

Heat Up Your Job Search!

CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion, Community
Home Project, and the Marion County Hospital
District have teamed up for a summer job fair.

This job fair is ideal for anyone looking for
employment, whether temporary, part-time or
full-time positions.

This event is free and open to the public. For
more information, contact: 800-434-5627.

Tuesday, July 23 | 5-7 p.m.
Howard Academy Community Center

REGISTER NOW:
BIT.LY/SUMMERJOBFAIR

f CareerSource
y ‘ CITRUS | LEVY | MARION
4 e

aron oty et

CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion jpon request to d in Spanish.

g TTY 7 i . ext. 7878. Programs funded by
CareerSource CLM as grantee of the U.S. Department of Labor as part of with sources. A
proud partner of the American Job Center network and member of CareerSource Florida.
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October 5, 2024; 11:30 am to 6:00 pm; Citizens' Circle, Ocala
Free Family Fun Event - Everyone is invited!

Strategic Community Alliance, Inc. presents

Gentiva Ocala Metro India Fest 2024
A Cross-Cultural Experience of India

N

trdteq,
S! 9l
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Folk, Classical & Bollywood Dances of India
Indian Fashion Show & Saree Experience
India Trivia Quiz
Indian Food, Henna, Handicrafts

Free Face Painting & Art Activities for Kids

For information about being sponsors, vendors, participants,
performers, volunteers:
Please contact shenimeghani@yahoo.com or 267.575.1227
www.scacommunities.org

Proud Sponsors
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