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Our mission is to record the rich history of the people, places and events in the                                  
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I wish we had a different answer for people desperately looking for             
housing who call the Marion County Childrenôs Alliance office thinking   
we can help them find a place to live because a friend told them we 
could. To be clear, we donôt provide that service because we donôt know 
anything about their background, rental history or if they had any          
evictions. And now, some landlords want to check their credit history, 
length of employment and require applicants to make three times the 

rent, which is impossible for most families. Thatôs why the person looking for a place to stay 
must do that part themselves because the landlord is leasing to them, not to us.  
   

What organizations like the Childrenôs Alliance and a few others can do is help with some 
of the costs required to move in, but the problem is limited funding thatôs available on a first 
come, first served basis, and the amount most families need is usually more than what            
organizations can pay. Application fees are non-refundable and the amount a family needs 
to move in can range from $3,000 up to $9,000 depending on the monthly rent. How many 
of you reading this can afford that?  
  

There is definitely a shortage of 
ñaffordableò housing in Marion 
County. Many families have 
resorted to living in motels, but 
thatôs expensive too since most 
charge $500 or more per week. 
  

Habitat for Humanity of Marion 
County is building six homes in 
partnership with the Marion 
County Community Services 
Purchase Assistance Program.  
  

With very few rental options 
available, this is an excellent 
opportunity for the right person 
who wants to own their own 
home, and they are                  
affordable!  
  

 If you are interested, the first 
step is to get pre-qualified. 
Hurry, this wonôt last long!  
  

For more information, contact 
Marion County Community             
Services at (352) 671-8770                 
or Habitat for Humanity at  
(352) 351-4663. 

Subscribe with Us: 
To receive a free copy via e-mail, subscribe at Towntalkmagazine.org 

Annual subscription (printed copy) via mail: $50 

  Advertise with Us: Business card: $35 ~ Quarter-page: $65  Half-page: $100. 
                                           Ads are black and white and must be submitted in Jpeg or Pdf format                                                     

 and sent to Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. 
  

 Payments can be made via Cash App ($Towntalkmarion)  

[ŜǘΩǎ ¢ŀƭƪΗ                                                                                                                
Monica Bryant                                                                                                          

Monica T. Bryant, Editor 
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The smile on the Rev. Dr. Lorenzo S. Edwardsô face as he sat in front of more than 75 people               
gathered at the College of Central Florida Hampton Center to celebrate his contributions to the             

College said it all. 

On June 20, the Community Room at the College was named in honor of Edwards during the                 

dedication ceremony. It was something Edwards, a longtime community advocate, did not expect. 

ñThe naming of the Community Room at the Hampton Center is a fitting tribute to Dr. Edwards            
legacy,ò said Dr. James Henningsen, president of the College of Central Florida. ñThis room will 
serve as a constant reminder of his contributions and a lasting impact he had on our institution and 
our great city.ò 
 

Edwards began his journey at the College of Central Florida as a student, earning his Associate in 
Arts in 1971. In 1989, he started as the Coordinator of Project Success in Minority Recruitment. A 
year later, he served for eight years as the Dean of Minority Affairs and Handicap Services before              
becoming the founding director of the Hampton Center where he continued to influence and shape the            
community until he retired in June 2003. 
 

Edwards was born in 1938 in Ocala, FL. He served as pastor of Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist Church for 50 years; was president 
of the local chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), and served on the Ocala City 
Council, representing District 2, for 10 years. 

 

Ocala City Councilman, Ire Bethea, who now represents District 2, presented Edwards with a                   
Proclamation from the City of Ocala to summarize his accomplishments. He said the community is 
very, very lucky to have a gentleman of Edwards stature to do the things and accomplish the things he 
did and not just on the City Council. 
 

Bethea said Edwards pushed the City Council to do quite a few things in West Ocala. He initiated the 
conversation, which resulted in the concrete wall that used to surround the baseball field at Webb 
Field, that had become a nuisance, to be taken down. Prior to him leaving the City Council, Bethea 
said there was a discussion about the artwork on the wall at Webb Field, and Edwards initiated that 
conversation although his predecessor, Dr. Beverly Robinson, helped bring the project to fruition. And, 
when funds originally designated for a project at Tuscawilla Park were no longer needed, Edwards 
asked that the money be used to update the ballpark at Webb Field. 
 

ñYou donôt always lead from the front, sometimes you lead from wherever you are,ò Bethea said.  
ñYou get that conversation going and sometimes someone else has to take it through.ò 

  

Ocala City Manager Pete Lee also presented Edwards with a plaque from the City honoring him for his dedication and contributions to 
Ocala/Marion County and thanked him for everything heôs done.   
 

ñThank you for being a trailblazer, sometimes blazing the trail when there wasnôt one. Youôve done so many things to get us to the 
point that we are,ò Lee said. ñThereôs a lot of others in this room that are trailblazers and people who followed you hopefully in the 
direction youôve set us on when you were a City Councilman é.ò  
 

Henningsen said Edwards has left a very strong legacy at CF and in our community, and his tenure was marked by his unwavering 
commitment to minority recruitment and student services. He said he played a vital role in enhancing the collegeôs support systems 
for minority and handicapped students ensuring they had the resources needed to succeed. 
 

ñHis leadership, vision and community outreach helped create a more supportive learning                
environment for all of our students at CF,ò he said.  
 

During the closing, Edwards, who was surprised he remembered it, recited a portion of ñA Psalm 
of Lifeò by Henry Longfellow.  
 

ñOcala is full of a lot of not just good people, but great people and I had a chance to work or           
manipulate some of you, Frank Washington being one of them,ò Edwards said. ñI want you to 
know that Iôm proud to have been a citizen of Ocala.ò 

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 

The Community Spotlight highlights a person, place or event in our community. Tell us whatôs happening around town                                      
so we can share your Good News with others. Email submissions to Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. 

The Community Spotlight highlights a person, place or event in our community. Tell us whatôs happening around town                                      
so we can share your Good News with others. Email submissions to Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. 
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Brian Edwards, Richard Edwards, 
Lorenzo òStanleyó Edwards and              
the Rev. Dr. Lorenzo S. Edwards.  

Rev. Dr. Lorenzo S. Edwards.  

(L to R) Pete Lee, Jim Hilty, Ire Bethea, James 
Henningsen, Rev. Dr. Lorenzo Edwards 
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 Dr. Darrell Tolbert will never forget his time on the road with Patches. The Boston Terrier 

became a member of their family in 2007 when they placed an ad on Facebook looking for 
a replacement for their dog Mona and a woman responded.  
  

At the time, Tolbert was driving semi-trucks for SUNCO Carriers and Patches was his  
trucking buddy. He said the two of them went through so much together including the    
Depression in 2008 - 2009, when a lot of people were losing stuff and going broke. Tolbert 
said he remembers being in the semi one day crying because he was going broke along 
with everyone else. He said people were killing themselves, the Stock Market was hitting 
bottom and everybody was feeling it.  
  

ñI remember sitting in the truck just crying, crying and sheôd come out of her box and jump 
in my lap licking me, trying to tell me ñDaddyò itôs going to be alright,ò he said. ñWeôre going 
to get through this.ò  
  

And they did! The two spent five years riding up and down the road together.  
  

But one day Tolbert came home off the road and noticed his dog was acting differently. Her stomach was swelling up and getting 
hard. His wife, Kathy, told him Patches had been acting strangely. He was going in the bathroom and pulling some of Tolbertôs dirty 
clothes out and sleeping on them. 
  

ñI think she knew that something was wrong with her,ò he said. ñShe was longing for her dad, 
which was me, to come home.ò  
  

Tolbert went back on the road, but told his wife to take the dog to the vet. He was in Kentucky 
when she called him screaming and hollering that the tube the doctor put down her throat was 
full of blood. Patches had ripped a pulmonary heart valve and they needed his permission to put 
her down. Kathy told him they could do surgery, but it would be very expensive. He asked how 
expensive, and she told him it would cost $7,000.  
  

But Tolbert, who wasnôt ready to let go of his buddy, told his wife to ask the doctor if he could          
guarantee that Patches would live after she had the surgery, and if so, he would write the check 
to save her life. But due to her age and other factors, the doctor couldnôt make any guarantees.   
  

Tolbert wanted to see his fur baby alive one last time so he told his wife heôd be home in three 
days to get Patches and take her home. She told him the doctor said it would be cruel to keep 
her alive that long because she was probably in a lot of pain, so he told her to get their daughter LôJireh, because Patches was her 
dog, so she could say her good-byes, and then they could put her down.   

  

After hanging up the phone, Tolbert started crying, screaming and hollering. He called his mother 
who told him to pull the truck over before he killed himself. He did and got in the bed of the truck. 
His son Durrell called him when he heard Patches had died because he knew his dad would be      
hurt really bad because, he said, his dad loved that dog more than he loved him.  
  

When Durrell moved in with his dad, he told him that the dog had to go because he didnôt like 
dogs. But his dad told him: ñBefore that dog go, youôre going to go; believe that!ñ 
  

ñThatôs how much I loved that dog, but I was serious in what I told him. When I put her down, I 
remember going through grief. I was sick, messed up because this dog é we traveled together, 
we slept together, years over the road just going, sharing food together, buddy, buddy, pals,ò            
Tolbert said. ñThat was my keepsake, so when she died I went through a moment of depression.ò  
  

Years later, he said, somebody gave him a pamphlet on pet grief counseling. After reading it, he 
said it was definitely needed so he took a course and became a certified grief counselor.  
  

In memory of Patches, Tolbert wrote ñThe Pain and Grief From Losing a Pet,ò and he founded Patchesô Pet Pain & Grief Counseling 
in July 2022 to help others process the pain thatôs experienced when going through the loss of a pet.  
  

Continued on page 5 
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 ñItôs amazing that sometimes the pain you go through, you end up 
working in that area to try to help relieve somebody else of the same 
pain,ò he said.  
 

 Patchesô Pet Pain & Grief Counseling provides assistance in the 
following areas: People and Animals; The Stages of Grief, How Your 
Clients Feel, Immediate Help, Healing with Therapy, Therapy Tools, 
and Grief Disorders. The business serves the entire Central Florida 
area and services can be offered via Zoom although Tolbert prefers 
being in-person so that he can personally bond with his               
clients. There is a cost-effective fee for the grief sessions. 
  

Since he knows first-hand the deep pain from losing a pet, Tolbert 
wants to help others. Heôs been driving to different pet hospitals in 
Ocala, Dunnellon, Crystal River and the Villages for two years trying 

to get opportunities to introduce his pet grievance business to anyone who needs help. About a month ago, he attended a pet event 
in the Villages and got invited to speak at a Cat Club in the same area. He said the people embraced him with open arms and he 
hopes others will too.  
  

 ñItôs needed. Itôs hurting people out there. If you donôt love animals the way I love animals, the way other people love animals then 
of course this wonôt mean anything to you, but some of us love our pets the same way we love family members,ò Tolbert said.              
ñWe love our pets more than we love family members.ò  
  

Tolbert promised his daughter, who was 3-years-old when her dog died, that they would do their best to find some of Patchesô              
offspring and buy one. They purchased Zeus, another Boston Terrier, and told her he was Patchesô grandson. 

  

In addition to Zeus, they eventually added more fur babies to their family: Spotsy,                    
a 3-year-old Chihuahua and Nimbus, a 6 month old Tomcat. But in the span of three months, 
Spotsy died of old age and three months later, Nimbus had stage 4 kidney failure and had to 
be euthanized.  
  

ñI was devastated and went through a bout of                    
depression for three months,ò Tolbert said. ñI was led to 
go to the Human Society, where I met and fell in love 
with Apollo, so we made him a part of our family.ò  
  

Tolbert said his family had many dogs and cats but he 
never had a special pet growing up.  
  

ñMy love for animals, I believe, was something God 
placed in me from the beginning,ò he said.  
  

During a recent episode on his Illumination Show with the Doctor podcast, Tolbert deviated 
from his topic on Unforgiveness to talk about Pets and the Five Signs Your Pet Loves You for 
the pet lovers and fur baby lovers. Those signs include: Tail Wagging; Rough House Playing; 
Desire to Sleep With You; Jumping on You; and Following you Around.  
  

Tolbert usually records a segment each week. If you want to listen to the show, you can 
find him on all major podcast platforms such as Spotify, Amazon Music, Podcast Index, 
Podchaser, Pocket Casts, Deezer, Listen Notes and Player FM & RSS Feed.  
  

For questions or more information, call (352) 361-8473, email ljireh@aol.com or like                                                                                       
and follow him on his Facebook page - Patches Pet Pain & Grief Counseling.  

AúƣƣĭŢŢ úůģ qƠmŗƣĭŔ   
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FLORIDA INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS UNVEILS MARKER  
The historical marker for the Florida Industrial School for Girls was unveiled on June 20, on the front lawn of the Marion County Museum of                    
History and Archaeology (formally the East Hall of the former school) at the McPherson Governmental Campus. 
 
The school was established as the first separate detention faculty/reform school for girls in Florida by the State Legislature in 1915. It opened the 
same year at a temporary location at what is now the Cascades office complex on Silver Springs Blvd. Two years later, the school, which started 
with one building and 40 students, moved to its permanent campus at the site of a former prison farm. It grew to have more than a dozen buildings 
and between 100 to nearly 300 students. The school expanded to a second campus for African-American girls near Lowell.  
 
The name changed to the Florida School for Girls when a greater emphasis on education was implemented. When Alyce McPherson, the long-
serving superintendent, retired the name changed again to the McPherson School for Girls, and when it went co-educational, it became the 
McPherson School. In 1984, the school closed and Marion County purchased the property two years later to serve as a government complex.                  
East Hall, the former isolation building, is the second oldest building on the campus and is the home of the Marion County Museum of History and 
Archaeology. 

Descendants of the House Mothers of the school, Mary Crews Johnson and George Albright III, unveiled the marker.  
 
Johnson represented her mother, Marguerite Cooper Crews, who was employed at the school from 1969 until 1977 when she retired. Crews was 
born in Gilchrist County in 1910 and was a sixth-generation Floridan. She married Jim Crews and moved to Ocala in 1939. She worked at              
McCroryôs on the downtown square for 13 years prior to becoming a housemother at the McPherson School for Girls.   
 
Albright represented his great grandmother, Mary Evelyn Martin affectionally known as ñMiss Mollyò by her grandson Buddy Martin and Albright. 
Martin was born in 1873 and was a lifelong resident of Marion County. She served as a housemother at the school during the 1930s.  
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