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County Commission Meetings
April 1 and April 15
9a.m.
McPherson Governmental
Campus Auditorium
601 S.E. 25th Ave.
Ocala, FL 34471

Ocala City Council Meetings
April 1 and April 15
4 p.m.
110 S.E. Watula Ave.,
Ocala, FL 34471

Marion County School Board
April 8 and April 22
5:30 p.m.
School Board Meeting Room
1614 E. Fort King Street
Ocala, FL. 34471
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Since 1974, a whole week has been dedicated for nonprofits to
celebrate those who give of their time, specifically during the m
of April.

This year, April 226, is designated National Volunteer
Appreciation Week, the perfect time to show them how much y:
appreciate what they do.

N e ws

h a
t\/9|unteers the Ilfebloog for many nonprofits, are an invaluable resource tha
without them, many organizations, big and small, would not survive.

CNB by O -DoNI/ F@“yw‘;A(y}\o\ese{ve fosbe yelebrated Little acts of kindness can make a big differe

Ronnie Gomez, Content Marketing Manager for Neon One, said the most i
thing you can do for your volunteers during this week is say thank you. For

é;% izations that want to do a little more, below are seven ideas to help yot
star

to give them the recognition they deserve.
1. Organize a Volunteer Appreciation Week Celebratiorcan host it in

{02 1+ O] Ye $Niperson at your organization or another location in the community. You can a
9f 3AYy /I NBt 2 ¢a virtual gathering or offer a virtual option if you have volunteers that work re
- 2. Write Personal Thaiou Letters to Your VolunteeAshandwritten thank
[ &0 ¢ £ you note that includes a heartfelt message of gratitude makes them feel per:
2 S glyld G2 KSI|Npréchkidfor thardontributions. Make sure your note spotlights specific e
9YIFAf @&2dzN) & dzo Ythaieash¥oluateer h8l@e8§ yiakeppssible.
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Host a Volunteer Awards Ceremdimys can be as formal or informal as
Rsefey- he. c%r%mony c ~also be an opportunity to share some impact
to &e[nltncivolgq egrs po}\\/vymél% of a difference their contributions make to yc
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To receivefaeecopy via-mail, subscribeTawntalkmagazine.org
Annual subscription (printed copy) via mail: $50
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
ca{ Al!l ¢»F{A @vWquwE@]

Mellssa Drayton and Carmen Young ministered, prayed and poured into each other ofteg
they were done, Young always said iron sharpens iron.

Drayton said one day while she was seeking the Lord, he started ministering to her

Il ron Sharpens I ron woment6s fell owship me
il was | i ke Oh boy, this is going to ass
said. ABut | obeyed and I ron Sharpens st a

husband Michael Smith. o

The assignment was more challenging than she had imagined. She always fixed a big spreé
together gift bags, posted flyers on Facebook and put some in mailboxes, but for the fif8t&Hgs Vé‘éﬁ% Drayton

nobody showed up but the guest speaker and if someone was on Facebook live. Doubt began to set in, and at or
she started thinking that maybe God didnoét tel!l he

Al was sitting home discouraged about the fell owsh
| ~

wi ped my tears and pushed forward, 0 she said.o Al

She said when she saw the room she had for the fel
that was birthed from a lot of pain she encountered in her life, is finally a reality. Women have traveled,from Tamj
West Palm Beach, Sanford, Tallahassee, Atlanta, Ga., and surrounding counties to attend the fellowship. They te
Parenting, Mental Health, Domestic Violence, Addictions, Depression, Suicide, Children with special needs, etc.

AMy goal i's to reach women of al/l cultures and hayv
suffer in silence alone, they have to learn to trust someone, talk and get help from the proper resourtes that are &
help them become a better you, 0 she said. Al want

church family and have a pastor be accountable for

Drayton, who overcame a crack cocaine addiction, will be the guest speaker on Friday, April 25, at 7 p.th., at her
at 3011 S.W. 13th St. The fellowship meets the last Friday of each month and includes a guest speaker, a meal &
attendees.

~

Al ron Sharpens I ron Women F
support system, 0 she said.
and support each other. o

owship is more taan

[
It encourages young an

e
A

Although the fellowship was started for women, Drayton said some men, who wanted to learn how to be a better
coming too.

AiMen need to have more respect and compassion for
heard. This Fellowship is going places | never exp

In addition to hosting the monthly fellowship, for the past five years, Drayton has fixed and served hohtheals from
provided clothing to the homeless. Although she never asks for anything, several people have donated items to s
ministry, but for the most part she pays for everything out of her pocket. When things get hard, she frusts that the
provide because heds come through every ti me.

Drayton accepts food and clothing donations, but wants to do a flip flop outreach for the children and adeilts she r
running around the community with no shoes on their feet. She is accepting donations of flip flops for men, wome
in all sizes.

AThis has been a | ong hard journey for me, but 1| a
Goddés plans are for I ron Sharpens |l ron Women Fell o

For more information, to donate items or support Iron Sharpenaéimsaenagiion67@gmail.coneave a message
at(352) 493310

TheCommunity Spotliglti ghl i ght s a person, pl achappenngraandéowrt i n Jowr
so we can share y@aod Newsvith others. Email submissiofsaatalkmagazine@yahoo.com.
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BUI LDI NG CONNECTED COMM

By Elgin Carelock, Chairman of the Greater Ocala Community Development Corporation

R | There was a growing fear of an economic recession occurring in 2023. In fact, there are
who would argue that we are already there. While | do not believe we are in a recessior
3 there will be some economic impact as the thousanfisrolynaniti single family projects

« come to completion. The primary result being a leveling of housing prices and more
“competition for rentals, which will shi
to a buyersdé or renters6é advantage.

While this is not anything new in the i
need to consider another element to lessen the effects of external factors that can caus
recessions, relationships.

RS & LN The Oxford Dictionary defines relations
Photo by Toni Ferreira on Pexels.canb j ect s, or people are connected, or th
We need to cultivate relationships among the various facets of our communities from how our children aledeskrvated to the leve
customers receive in retail, hospitality and professional service businesses.

Moving away from transactional business and consumerism to enlightened individuals who realize we can takethackvednaeighbor
educational systems we desire, and even control who we allow to run local municipalities, if we work together.

At the center of this thought process, is the understanding that everyone has intrinsic needs that involudithaie lgritatio hsuaitsl
How you behave is directly affected by what you believe.

If you believe this life is only about you and what you can get out of it, then you tend to be more selffgh imily oot beldther door
for someone else, let someone back out of a parking space before you drive by, or stop to help a person with a flat tire.

When you truly wunderstand that we are al/l Cc 0 n neansiderdthe effedt e n
your decisions have on others. So, you wonOot aithsslbedause yourt r a f f
order isndét correct.

Instead, you will ask yourself how your response will help or hurt the other person feel valued, appreciatdd, seetédr wanted,
confident.

This mindset is the foundation for building connected communities.

Il magine the changes we would see in our | ocal dfimsteadrohbeiegn t s
concerned with power and influence their actions were built around providing an educational system withredte$$heydompbnents
only educate our children but build better people.

Where employers were dedicated to creating exceptional experiences for their customers by creating the safioe thed of experienc
employees. Where employers offer those who have made decisions in the past that caused them to lose thaidfredddet boit have |
society, a second chance to be contributors to our communities.

Communities where customers understand that providing good jobs is expensive and their participation ipalyagphigbes involves
prices but will receive outstanding products and services in return.

Communities where developers and investors take a granular look at communities before building. Find ous withhtie thaiket need
facility wil!/ i mprove the lives of community ,amklmwibreakesit. Mo v i
happen. o

Communities where local municipalities understand the importance of creating good jobs and help by makirgttbe pratess of job
quality of life through entrepreneurship simpler and more supportive.

By building connected communities, we will see a natural reduction in crime because we understand howhio afffeztsl dbve neighbor
individuals who live in them, but more importantly, we will have services to help individuals before treyngeittioghbe omhef

Relationships between neighborhoods and law enforcement are built on trust and support through mutual respedtatiaiconstant cc
and interaction.

We will see higher graduation rates, as people have more members of their families thriving with good jobsetiatatisniadd from
systems.

Most of all building connected communities allow for resilience through economic disruption and collaboraliims betizeas, municip
and businesses. This is not an unattainable goal, we simply have to change the way we think, which will ehandelvimattelg believ
the way we behave.



KEEP FLORIDA

BEACHES & PARKS
TOBACCO FREE

Cities and counties can keep our beaches
and parks safe, healthy, and clean of debris,
including cigarette butts and vape cartridges,
by implementing local tobacco free parks and
beaches policies, thanks to a recent update

to the Florida Clean Air Act.

Communities can protect public health and
be part of a cleaner Florida.

Tobacco free

HEALTH

For more information on how to get involved, visit
TobaccoFreeFlorida.com/get-involved.
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/ BOW IN THE CLOUD

COMMUNITY SERVICES

INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR OUR FIRST ANNUAL GALA

fﬂé"’)

Saturday April 12, 2025

7:00p.m-10:00p.m
53 Laurel Pass, Ocala, FL 34480

INTERACTIVE BIBLE BASED ACTIVITIES,

CATERED FOOD, MOCKTAILS, MUSIC, &

SILENT AUCTION. ALL PROCEEDS WILL
SUPPORT YOUTH ACROSS MARION COUNTY

f Tickets: $50 Table Sponsors:$500

RSVP:

Www.bowinthecloud.org
tel: 352-496-0036
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Tribute to Roy Hoynes

STEEL

Ied by Sesn Thomas ft:

Michele, Neal, Cynthis,

W, Johe, Leoms, Autkick,

Jonishe, , Rhoado,

Gsa

.- SAT APRIL

STMUCTET:

Fu: RAFAEL ABDALLA-BASS

ALEX SHERMAN-PUNT

B :

SEAN THOMAS-DRUNS s'nnm

PEL: APPLETON MUSEUM of ART

RUBY BODDIE u‘“w‘n"‘"’""'"‘u

FTARTIST: 0 benefit

TYREX STUONANT umlu Steel Drchestra
Non-Profit
POETAY AT JAZZ NERDH
VIBES FOOD

mmnn
Ao BRINT
Harrt}s’s T R i RiNho
SLAMXD » BAK LRELLL L8 P )l)b

R Now e e Brata

PLEASE JOIN US FOR
NORTHSIDE COLTS

BBQ RIBS

"'UND RAISER

SATURDAY:

APRIL 19, 2025
Pickup Time
12pm-2pm

151 W HWY 329 CITRA FL 32113

EAO

ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TOWARDS
NORTH MARION HIGH FOOTBALL PROGRAM

PRE-ORDER no later $nspgbclub24

than Wed 04/16/25

Scan to purchase
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Who would have ever imagined that a little boy raisdzkgir@oomshack in the city of
Zuber by his father, would impact and change the lives of so many people near and f3

Whitfield Jenkins did just that!

At an unveiling street naming ceremony on Friday, March 21, the City of Ocala hg
Rights activist by renaming the road near his home after him.

Al dm so overwhel med. This is so wel S a
earned every bit of recognition thi g h
Rose Jenkins said her father gave of himself unselfishly to make a mark in his co

| eader who fought for equality of hu Sh
with a dictionary of knowledge that he loves to share with anyone he encounters.

ARSo today, as we unveil the renaming o we st

hi storical moment for not just our f ami our

The chilly morning did little to discourage nearly 100 people from attending the ceremofﬁ/A v 7\ StR WSy

AThis is a great day to honor a man that i
things that hedés done selflessly and tirelesmly th
those things as we move forward through ti

Ocala City Councilman, Ire Bethea Sr., who represents District 2, said he was honored to speak about an inspirir
community who has dedicated his life to advocating for the needs and rights of those around him, demonstrating
commitment to making our community a better place.

Bet hea said Jenkinsdéd advocacy extended
initiatives to clean up local vacant properties and promoted sustainable practices. He ##
passion for preserving our natural resources serves as a reminder of our responsibility#s
environment for future generations. '

AMr. Jenkins has definitely put his b
ceremony. fAHe has pushed our communi't
naming this street after him.

e "
y R

Jenkinsd longtime friend Rodney Long tf
two met more than four decades ago when Jenkins was the president of the Marion C
the NAACP and he was a young executive secretary of the Alachua County branch of

'-"anMarlon County, you should
< all these decades, who gave his best to you to improve the
®county of Marion County, 0O

and that he mentored me. On behalf of my family and my gdqgs
from Gainesville, FL., we celebrate and we give flowers tod4g
wfl owers are due. 0

Long told Jenkinsd wife that she shoul
time Jenkins was there, she was there too, a comment that drew cheers and applause
crowd.

Rodne‘y Long and Whitfield Jenkirld Was Loretta Pompey Jenkins that submitted the application for the Honorary Design:
Street Naming for her husband who has been a resident of Northwest 24th Rd., for mc

50 years.

AThis person is a |l ongtime, active and outstanding
application. AiHIi s many ventures in the areas of Ci
other areas pertaining to equal and human justice

Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6

Rev. Eric Cummings, president of Omega Psi Phi Fr a
legacy is built on a lifetime of fighting for Civil Rights and fairness. He said as president of the NAAGP, Jenkins c
injustice head on and paved the way for greater equality.

Cummings said during his service to the Marion County School Board, as one of the first teachers in the segrega
empowered countless students turning education into that key that unlocks potential and opportunity. While work
Department of Corrections for many years, Jenkins championed reform and dignity affirming that every human b
of compassion and respect.

fToday, we celebrate a |iving | egend, a man that h
and who has done it with great style and vigor, o C

Reginald Landers said Jenkins brought him through the ranks of the NAACP and was the reason he went to the
colleges, FAMU. Landers said when he had the opportunity to follow in his footsteps into Omega Psi Phi, Jenkin:
person he reached out to. Y

ifiHe has truly been a mentor. He stJ
been with Jenkins since he was 10
Mrs. Jenkins and the family. o

Ben Marciano, Mayor of the City of Ocala, said he met Jenkins about 15 mg
he took office. He remembers Jenkins asking him if he was going to do the
make sure he served the whole community. The Mayor replied absolutely!

i\
AfHeds just been an amazing man for';
him this honor today, o Marciano s a,
thereds a great woman and he woul d{y

jdone wit ho‘;'t hi's amaz 'V%|G|eld‘ﬁ’ehknseandBehl\t}'laﬂ:la':‘no
L lyou today. o

(0]
(0]
a

| George Sabb, who traveled from Bartow , FL., said he always called Jenkins for advi
whil e serving as mayor of Bartow becal
on a council trying to get things accomplished.

)'fiFor the city, this is really an honor
lhonor, my boy, Whitfield Jenkins, has

Jenkins son, Dr. Sultan Ali Jenkins, thanked everyone for coming out and honoring
He remembered how his dad use to tell stories as he was growing up, but as a kid at
teenager, he said, you donodot really afy
and experience things é you become wi ¢
Loretta and Wh|tf|eld Jenkins told you and now you understand it.

AMy dad is many adjectives and .— 4abl
words in the dictionary to express ho [\ e n
Jenkins said his dad, who lived to be 101 years old, had certain principles he taught

brothers. He said he was blessed to have a family that was in a position to support %

did.

AnAs | |l ook into the faces of many, I 6 i nt
when | was a |little boy in this town, il
to do what | di d, but God did what Go w h
Awhitfield Jenkins is not just a | ead Ja b
Letdos all take inspiration from Mr. J§ B Jdic
continue to support his vision and wo Ll a1 a

George Sabb and
Whitfield Jenkins



PADDOCK MALL

APRIL 12-13, 2025

SATURDAY: 10AM-9PM
SUNDAY: 12PM-6PM

3100 SW COLLEGE ROAD
OCALA, FL 34474

SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES
AND COMMUNITY VENDORS

| Bloom with local treasures! Join us at the Spring

Ocala Spring Craft and Vendor Market

Craft &
Vendor Market at the Paddock Mall.

VendorsShowcase your creations to shoppers Ig
for oneofakind spring décor, gifts and seasonal
goodies!

oking

Registration is opeh@mnetownvendormarket.com

Dondét miss this opportuni
connect with the community.
ShoppersDiscover the perfect spring finds! Browse a

delightful selection of handmade treasures, support sme
businesses and bring home something special to bright
your season.

Registration is LIVE! Reserve your space now and be
part of a market filled with creativity, charm and |ocal fla
Let o make this spring ce

0s
Vendor Application available at:
hometownvendormarket.com/ocalaspring

R

CHAT & CHEW
G, 7t

Made for Teachers Inc

Development- Retention.

DATE: MAY 10TH
TIME: 1-3PM

1821 NW 21ST AVE, y
OCALA, FL 34475

v 10591".1'0
=35 ~8Be,
2 40“'

MADEFORTEACHERSINC.ORG

Mocktaﬂs

e ":"‘:':':'.':" ':':':':"':':':':'.':"' ; -":"':':"
SPONSORSHIP
MLEVELS

PRINCIPAL STATUS - $250
-PREMIUM TABLE PLACEMENT
' -LOGO FEATURED Oh;‘\IEIE)\IIENT FLYER & SOCIAL
-RECOGNITION DURING THE EVENT
-OPPORTUNITY TO INCLUDE PROMO ITEMS
INTEACHER APPRECIATION BAGS

HONOR ROLL SPONSOR - $150
-TABLE AT THE EVENT
-BUSINESS NAME LISTED ON EVENT FLYER &
SOCIAL MEDIA
-VERBAL MENTION DURING THE EVENT

TEACHER’S PET $75
-TABLE AT THE EVENT
-BUSINESS NAME LISTED ON EVENT MATERIALS

CLASSROOMHERO $50
-YOUR BUSINESS NAME FEATURED ON OUR
SOCIAL MEDIA AS A SUPPORTER OF TEACHER
WELLNESS

ZELLE: MADEFORTEACHERSS@GMAIL.COM
CASH APP: SMADEFORTEACHERS
PAYPAL: MADEFORTEACHERS

MADEFORTEACHERSINC.ORG ~ « = -

IF YOUHAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES PLEASE CONTACT YOLANDA
THOMAS AT (352) 615-3901 OR MADEFORTEACHERSS@GMAIL.COMBY APRIL 25,2025



FIRST BETHEL CELEBRATES ITS 137th AN

When Chaplain LTC Raynard Churchwell returns to First BetheHl\lIisSidnerR Y O F THE CH

Baptist Church on Sunday, Apr 27 11 a. m.

1888 1889 Reverend A. Brice

Churchwell, who grew up in First Bethel, started out as a younglgr(e%\&ﬁgrs Reverend O. B. Brown
under the leadership of Rev. James Brooks, who pastored the | d92%H 837 Reverend C. P. Brown
29 years. In 1991, Churchwell became pastor after Brooks died and serve@on of Rev. O. B. Brown)

until he left to attend the Chandler School of Theology at Emor g Iversy
in Atlanta, Ga., in 1995. He graduated with a Master of Divinityyﬁ g? i{ﬂgReverend R.M. Lane

137th Anniversary, he will feel right at home again.

Church members said under his leadership, worship services mcrea 1%55 Reverend H. F. Gary
four Sundays a month, and many started tithing something only183ewl857 Reverend L. Wilson
them were doing when he became pastor. Churchwell and his Widg7F{§60 Reverend Calvin McGill

Lady Hazetta, spent a lot of time with the youth, who along with the adults
absolutely adored him. 1961- 1991 Reverend James Brooks

iHe was patient, kind and v e3}99¥139% RevegepdRayngd, Ghyy
strengths and he didn't suga1995280l Re¥dtenid MichaelD. \Waft

said. fAwe all grew a |lot thr §08192804 Be\etend ARl S, Bithardss

a great preacher and pastor.
First Bethel has had 13 pastors since its establishment in 1888 299@' 2013 Reverend Nathaniel E. Ray

church, which has about 50 regular members, still remains in it20tigiRaésent Reverend Allen Brooks,
!ocatlon at 11840 North Williams St:, D_unnellc_)n, FL. The celebration DAY WORSHIP SERVICES
include gifts for the pastors and their wives, dinner and each memhar ,. -

years and older will be honored with a Certificate of Appreciation - ' l
receive a special gift. | e LB

BAPTIST CRURCE |

il pray the | egacy of our grek s scroor vy | I )
day of celebration to be even. a
said Maxine Thomas, who joined the church at the age of 10 and .

a member for 65 years. MnAAfter e
hurricanes, storms and tornad e

Rev. Allen Brooks, Jr., pastor of the church and Chaplain for the DunnellaWNEEKLY SERVICES
Police Department, said First Bethel is active in the community \WWéenguaay

hosts community meetings for the NAACP and Christians Unitegt 30 @hrisBible Study (*via conference
and participate in fifth Sunday Citywide services with five local ﬁg]mm nity

churches They support The Rock program at Dunnellon Middle

providing nonperishableshifits, socks and personal hygiene item% R
students. *Conference call num{39) 208232

Thomas, said her parents, siblings, children and grandchildren havegisNIFICANT MOMENTS IN THE
attended the church. She said while getting the youth to comejtochurcthcHURCH® S HI ST

since the older people are no a ¢
able to worship, fellowship and serve the Lord with people she %g«ta%(éﬁfgﬁ ﬁgﬂ:&zigﬁ

E)ér\érnoon Prayer (*via conferer

N1\

URC

el
gh S

son’
vis Jr.
Jr.

ues
ter
ci a
I

call)

ce call

regular basis. --Mortgage Burning Ceremony
rr e h f A

Al't means so much to be a part—ef—a——~chureh—Ffamil
|l oved most of your |ife, 0 she said. Al't feels so
|l ove of people you know and | ove and fellowship

Thomas said Churchwell comes home on special occasions to preach and everyone in the community tries t
hear him. Now the members are inviting the community to come hear him too and celebrate this milestone w

ey
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CITY OF OCALA HOSTS PUBLIC MEETI
The City of Ocala will host two public meetings to

at the Marion Cultural Alliance (MCA), 23 S.W. Broa
These meetings are free and open to the publig.

During these meetings, attendees will hear a brief prg
on the latest updates for the second parking garage
concurrent construction schedule for the Downtown
AC Hotel by Marriott. There will also be an opportur
guestioandanswer session with City staff and
representatives from the companies involved in the

For more information contact the City of Ocala G
Management Departme(85) 628404or
visitwww.ocalafl.gov/growthmanagement.

icﬂﬁﬂéﬂs
updates on Parking Garage #2 and the Downtown cdcAdlelp
Hotel by Marriott on Wednesday, April 9, noon and SH

Iviaysa technology question?

D

csANKOFA PUBLI C LI BR.

30hsiredays2p.m., Aprit2}

Book Club
ram Spotlight for more book clubs.
Story Readers
els ays, 10:30 a.m.

ityMuil 48 The Boys in the Boay Daniel James Brown
TEENS

S
al

: _ _ e PreJREISAI Teen Club
Both meetings will present the same informatior].

Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m.

ngAdults eadLibraryAwareness! Be a part of a
alented teen team and make the library a better
experience for all. Guide, participate and design innovativ
library programs while enjoying snacks & making friends ¢

SANKOFA PUBLIC LIBRARY
1821 NW 21st Avenue, Ocala, FL 344
(352) 4382550

Programs made possible by contributic
from the Friends of the Ocala Public Li

ALL AGES

Games on a Table
Mondays, 4:30 p.m., Apiaig7
Play classic and contemporary tabletop ¢

Dragons in the Library!
Wednesdays, 4 p.m., April 9
Explore new realms through tabletop gar

Crochet Corner
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m., April 10 and 24
Relax and crochet. AII skill levels welcome

you earn volunteer hours for service.
MANGAlicious April 1
ConFAB April 15

FAMILIES

ReadyéSet éKindergarten!
Saturday, April 12, 10:30-52n30 p.m.

For ages 35 with caregivers.

Before your preschooler takes off on a new adventure,
prepare!

Story Times

April 224

Stories, songs and activities for children and caregivers.
Family Story TimeNednesdays, 10:30 a.m.

Bouncing BabiesThursdays, 10:30 a.m.

(For ages birt23 months).

CLIFFORD’S
TREE SERVICE, INC.

Family Owned & Operated | Licensed & Fully Insured

CLIFFORD

— TREE SERVICE —

\
o\.«

OUT On A U“‘

S IACH 352-502-3322

NICK 332-817-3630
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Easter is a Christian religious holiday that celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. It is ¢
the most important and oldest festival of the Christian Church. For many, easter is also a time to reflect on
of life and the power of love and forgiveness. Actatplsngwarw.biblestudytools.towugh the symbolism of
Easter, Christians are reminded that no matter how dark thingsriglatyrseem lot of families are struggling to
make ends meet in our communése is always hope in the power of resurrection and new beginnings.

While the primary focus of Easter is religious, over time, some traditions have changed and have become |
traditions.

--Easter Eggsare seen as symbols of new life and rebirth

-- Easter Bunnyis a symbol of spring and fertility and widely associated with t
holiday, especially for children.

--Easter MealdMany families get together on Easter Sunday. The meal often
eggs, ham or other celebratory dishes. !

--Church ServicesMany Christians attend church on Easter Sunday to celebi
resurrection of Jesus.

In 2001, a young man, who went by the name Trooperville, hosted Super Sundays as a way to give back t
community. He organized several events including an Easter Egg Hunt and hid money in some of the eggs

fnWe used that money for our I|light bill one ti me,

Now McDonald is continuing the annual tradition by hosting an Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, April 20, at the
Recreation Complex, 1510 N.W. 4th St. The event, open to all ages, starts at 2 p.m. The egg hunt starts at
games and free food will be provided until 5 p.m. or while supplies last. The Easter Bunny is expected to nr
appearance.

il |l ove seeing our community come together for c
happen, 6 McDonald said.

About 50 to 90 youth are expected to participate. There will be designated areas for children 4 and under, :
children 5 and older and specific areas for adults to help children who need it. Eggs will be filled with candy
toys, and participants should bring baskets and bags for the egg hunt. Volunteers are welcome.

McDonald said in case of inclement weather, they will hold off to see if it clears up, but would have to canc
the weather is bad.

The event is sponsored by the West SADD Club, Community Council Against Substance Abuse, Mario
Chil drends Alliance, AMP6D Up Stereo, Fresh
Other Activities Include:
--Easter, Still | Rise; Poetry Slam and Open Mic on Sunday, April 20, at 11 a.m. at Center For Spiritual Livin
1009 N.E. 28th Ave., Ocal a, FL. The theme i1s the
Egg hunt for little children will be held after the morning celebration.

--Monica Jacobs will be reading her first published book, My New Church, on Sunday, April 20, at 2 p.m. at I
Noble, 4414 S.W. College Rd., Unit 500, Ocala. Event includes a coloring activity for the kids.

--River Life Church will host an Egg Hunt and Easter Gamdagtqmil 20, 8:30 a.nlio30 a.m. at
2872 W Dunnellon Rd, Dunnellon, FL..-llledfafternoon is designed for the whole family.

The free event includes:

--Egg Hunt Age Groups-(Pgestration availabled:y®ars,-8 years,-8 years, 102 years.

-Bright Si d®peKiodllbs Carni val

--Face Painting; Carnival Games & Prizes; Popcorn & Cotton Candy; Family Photo Booth; Food Truck and n

Cand6t make it Saturday? The Bright Side Kiddéds Ca
No preaegistration needed! Sunday Carnival at all three services during Kids Church: 8:30 a.m.; 10 a.m. and
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April 5

Inaugural Heart of Florida Health Center
BBQ Bash

Southeastern Livestock Pavilion

2232 N.E. Jacksonville Rd., Ocala, 34470
www.MyHFHC.org/BBQ

Family Fun Health Fair Celebrates
Minority Health Month

l10a.m.to 1 p.m.

Mary Sue Rich Community Center

at Reed Place

1821 N.W. 21st Ave., Ocala, FL 34475
Free! For info, 8b2) 642679

April 6

Advent Health Ocala

Downtown Easter Market

noon to 4 p.m.

Ocala Downtown Market

Corner of S.E. 3rd St. and 3rd Ave.

April 11

In honor of the end of another school year
Angie Lewis State Farm is inviting all
teachers, faculty and school staff to
Teacher 6s Night Out
Friday, April 11,

Cocktail Hour: 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Showtime: 6:30 p.m.

The Marion Theatre,

50 S. Magnolia Ave., Ocala, FL 34471

April 26:

God Belongs in My City

9 a.m.

Ernie Mills Park

11899 Bostick Street

Dunnellon, FL

(352) 61:3033
GODINDUNNELLON@GMAIL.COM



